PO Box 53 Nurlendi Road
Vermont 3133
Telephone: 9874 2511
Fax: 9872 4170
Out of School Hours Care: 0419 208 028
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vermont.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

Principal’s Report

Principal:
Robin Stickland
Assistant Principals:
Joy Cook and Helen Murphy

What’s On?
February
20
Literacy Night 2
21
Yr 5 Aspire Program
Foundation Picnic
26
Launch Fathering Project
27
Literacy Night 3 (PEAL)
March
2
Assembly
5
Yr 3 to 6 House Athletics
13
Region Swimming
16
Planning Week
Assembly
17
GRIP Yr 6 Leaders
18
House XCountry Yr 3 to 6
(tbc)
20
School Photo Day
23
Multicultural Dress Day
Parent Teacher Meetings
24
Parent Teachers Meetings
27
Last Day of Term
2.30pm Dismissal
April
14
Term 2 Begins (Tues)
4JS/1AM Meetings
16
4JS/1AM Meetings
20
Assembly
Yr 1 and 2 Swim Start
Year 5 Camp Start
21
eSmart Evening
22
Year 5 Camp End

Vermont Primary School Council 2020
It is my pleasure to declare our 2020 Vermont Primary School Council as
elected. Congratulations to our new members on being elected to the Council and
thank you to the members who are completing their term or standing down. We
look forward, as a school, to a productive and enjoyable working relationship with all
council members.
The 2020 School Council members are:







Joy Cook
Joe Reilly
Andrew Wastie
Helen Murphy
Sharon Govenlock
Nick Beckett








Nic Hughan
Ranga Fernando
Jasminder Grewal
Kate Coghlan
Meg Donnelly
Robin Stickland

This group of people reflects an excellent mix between experienced and new council
members and parents of children in the senior and junior school. All meetings
throughout the year are open to our parents. Dates and times are advertised on
Sentral if you would like to attend.
Curriculum Days – No students at school
We have had a few calls to the Office about the final day of school this year for the
students. The final day will be Thursday 17th December, dismissal at 1.30pm. Final
Assembly will be held at 12.15pm, depending on the weather, more information
about this will be shared closer to the date.
Curriculum Day 1 – Wednesday 29th January – Student Voice and Agency focus
Curriculum Day 2 – To be confirmed
Curriculum Day 3 – Monday 2nd November – Assessment and Reporting focus
Curriculum Day 4 – Friday 18th December – Professional Learning Communities
Annual Implementation Plan – School Goals
This year we are working towards two main goals of the Strategic Plan; improving
student outcomes in Literacy and empowering students to become self-regulated
learners. On Wednesday 29th January all staff took part in professional learning
centred on Student Voice and Agency.
We began working on the VPS definition of Student Agency and outlining what it
means for the students at Vermont Primary School. As we revisit this regularly
throughout the year, we will be sharing information with you about what we are
doing as a school to ensure our students feel empowered and capable of being selfregulated, autonomous learners. We will also share ideas that you can do at home to
support your child’s development in this area.
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Oval
As you may have noticed we are not using the new oval and training track as yet, as we have not completed all the work and
do not have the certificate of completion. Hopefully this will occur soon. We are aware that the children can’t wait to play on
the new oval, however, it needs to be totally ready for the student foot traffic that will occur once opened.
Parent Payments for 2020
School Council have approved a budget for 2020, being the total cost of funding student materials, curriculum programs, and
facilities to provide our children with the best possible learning environment. Your contribution is of vital importance in
providing our children with high quality teaching and classroom settings, information technology equipment, and facilities to
ensure the best possible learning outcomes for all our students. All parents have been provided with a copy of the 2020
parent payment and an explanation of the costs which consist of Essential Educational Items, Family Contributions, and
Library and Building trust amounts. We are now receiving and receipting payments for the 2020 school year at Vermont
Primary School on Qkr.
First Aid Update
Thank you to our school nurses Diane Birchell and Kate Coghlan for organising our anaphylaxis upgrade for staff so that we
conform with government guidelines. To support our students, staff have undergone a refresher of their First Aid
procedures. By keeping up to date with our learning we are providing the safest environment for all students. Parents can
support the school by not sending any foods containing nuts and keeping sick children at home.
Reporting to Parents
Teachers realise the importance of accurately and clearly reporting on each child's achievements, potentials and problems.
We are constantly seeking to improve communication with parents. The main mechanisms used for reporting to parents
include:
 articles in the Newsletter, class emails or special letters
 parent/teacher interviews and discussion sessions
 parent education evenings, classroom visits, class meetings etc.
written reports twice per year
There is an open invitation for parents to contact their child's teacher at any time and teachers will do likewise. If children
are to receive full benefit from their educational experiences, it is essential that parents and teachers support each other and
work together in harmony. This excellent team work between home and school has traditionally been part of the Vermont
ethos. If you have a suggestion for our school, please return your suggestion via email to the office.
Bully Stoppers
We know that students achieve their best at school in safe and supportive environments, where they are free from bullying
and disruptive behaviour. At Vermont we put a big emphasis on making sure we provide the best environment for our
students – one that promotes tolerance and is inclusive, harmonious and free from bullying. Bullying is a serious issue that
can happen anywhere, anytime, and can have devastating consequences. We also know that with the rise of social media,
cyberbullying is an increasingly important issue. Where bullying was once confined to the playground, it can now occur
online at any time of the day or night. The best way to tackle bullying and cyberbullying is for teachers, students and parents
to work together. We support the Bully Stoppers campaign – which has just launched a new series of tools and resources to
help parents and students deal with cyberbullying. These resources, part of Bully Stoppers: Speak Up Against Cyberbullying
campaign, are available on the Bully Stoppers website, at www.education.vic.gov.au/bullystoppers
Visitors
All visitors to the school are reminded that they must report to the office and sign in each time they visit the school. This
ensures that we know who is in the school at all times should there be a need in an emergency. If your child is late to school
or leaving early it also needs to be recorded via the ipads in the school foyer.
Working With Children Card
All parents helping within the school in programs such as reading, swimming, cooking or assisting on an excursion need to
wear their Working with Children card when involved the program. VIT registration or police membership are also accepted
both of these memberships have the appropriate checks to keep our students safe.
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The Last Day of Term
The last day of Term 1 will be Friday March 27. Students will be dismissed at 2.30pm. Parents may need to contact the OSHC
program if they cannot arrange to have their children picked up at this time.

Engagement and Wellbeing
Student Leaders
House Points
Congratulations to Nulendi for achieving 1st place in the House Points for the first week back. The results are as follows:

Fortnight

Termly

Terrara
49.03
2nd

Cantley
42.30
3rd

Nurlendi
49.37
1st

Canterbury
29.98
4th

112.11
1st

79.44
3rd

99310
2nd

75.61
2nd

Introducing the 2020 House Captains
Canterbury
Hi, I am Marlo, one of your Canterbury House Captains. I love to dance and play netball with my friends. My
favourite subjects are Maths, Art, Sport and Music. My jobs this year are setting up for Assemblies, collecting
House Points, sorting lost property and being involved in setting goals for the school. I hope that anyone who
has a problem can come to me so I can help them. I am very excited for the year ahead and am looking forward
to the exciting events that take place.
Hi I am George and I am one of the Canterbury House Captains. I enjoy playing basketball with my friends and I
love to play competitively. My favourite subjects at school are P.E and Science, this is because I am a sporty
person and love doing experiments. I am really excited to meet my Foundation Buddy. It will be great being
their friend and mentor. I am kind and caring and have a good memory, so if you have any questions you can
come to me or the teachers.
Cantley
Hi, my name is Maddie and this year I am your girl Cantely House Captain. I am delighted to fulfil this spectacular
role in 2020. My friends would refer to me as smiley, generous, dedicated and enthusiastic. I want to represent
Vermont Primary School as a great, happy school. If you ever need assistance in the yard, be sure to come on
over and I will help you. In my spare time, I love to play basketball and help others. I hope as a leader I can
bring a smile to your face and make you a happier individual.
Hi, I am Darcy and I am one of your Cantley House Captains this year. I love to play sports, such as basketball
and Football. My favourite subjects at school are P.E. and Art. I am looking forward to helping out at Assemblies
every fortnight. I am a caring and responsible student who always looks out for others. I can’t wait for an
awesome year ahead in 2020.

Nurlendi
Hi, I am Matilda and I am your female Nurlendi House Captain. I am very excited to be one of the Leaders this
year. I love to do gymnastics and netball and my favourite colour is mint green. I’m ready for a year full of fun
surprises and I am sure this year will be fantastic! Happy 2020 everyone!
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Hi, I am Ali and I am your boy Nurlendi House Captain. I love to play sports and enjoy hanging out with my
friends. In school my favourite subjects are Sport and Spelling. I am friendly, compassionate and very
approachable. I hope to be a good role model to all the students and hope that they all have a great 2020. I
am looking forward to being a Captain this year.

Terrara
Hi, my name is Ava and I am your girl Terrara House Captain for 2020. I am so excited to be a House Captain
for my final year of Primary School. I love singing, sport, netball, acting in, water colour painting and hand
lettering. I love helping and assisting younger children. I am always happy to help, I’m thoughtful, caring,
friendly and supportive so let me know if I can support you in anyway throughout the year. I am looking
forward to growing over the year in my leadership role.

Hi, I am Charlie and I am one of your Terrara House Captains for 2020. I am a very sporty person and I am a
confident speaker. I am very responsible and like to listen and use other people’s ideas and suggestions. I am
really looking forward to being a House Captain for 2020 and leading the students at Vermont Primary School.

Student of the Month
On Monday we awarded our first Student of the Month certificates to students who have demonstrated the Vermont
Primary School value: “To Care”. Teachers have been looking for students who have shown this value, perhaps showing a
new student around the school, caring for a sick friend or taking care in the presentation of their work.
Congratulations to the following students who received a Student of the Month award for February!
1JR – Ryder B

1AM – Thevin M

2LS – James B

2KJ – Alyssa M

3CQ – Henry D

3KY – Olive N

4SD – Holly S

4PA – Sarakshi S

5GP – Alycia S

5KM – Alisha S

6JS – Leila O

6ZA – Annabelle F

Art
Amity O

P.E.
Amy K

Year 1
1HT – Cara L
Year 2
2ED – Claire G
Year 3
3AW – Jiya S
Year 4
4JH – Alexandra C
Year 5
5BP – Raika C
Year 6
6CP – Chloe S
Specialist Areas
Digital Technologies
Ruby-Rose C

1LS – Dhruvan P

1SB – Jonty C

2PS – Minato M
3JW – Amber M
4JS – Aaliyah B
5RC – Alice S
6AS – Beachy J
Music
David C

L.O.T.E.
Lily B

From The Chaplain
It’s a New Year, let’s make it great!
Welcome back, it may not have been the start to the year that we expected, but nevertheless, we are here and on our way. I
hope that you were all able to find some time to rest over the holidays. Recently we have had our fair share of challenging
times, in fact all around the world there have been some pretty catastrophic events. So how do we talk about these events
with our children? There is a common misconception that talking about the traumatic event can cause more problems or
lead a child to develop distress reactions. Although it is important to consider how you talk to the young person who has
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experienced trauma (and what sort of reactions and coping strategies you model), talking about the traumatic event and the
child’s feelings does not generally lead the child to develop problems.
Here are some tips for talking to children about trauma or natural disasters:
 Place rules around ‘disaster talk’, a time of day, (best not to talk about it straight before bedtime) and a length of
time.
 Contain any conversations which encourage fear. Remain calm and convey a clear message that the threat/danger is
over, and that now the focus is on recovery and rebuilding.
 Focus on positive changes, as well as the strengths and positive coping strategies the child has demonstrated since
the traumatic event.
 For younger children, talking about the event may be difficult. Some children might respond better to drawing as a
way of communicating.
Often, during these events or the subsequent events that follow, children may feel a sense of powerlessness or loss of
control. One strategy that might help children regain feelings of control is to provide them with choices or input into some of
their regular activities. Let them be involved in some decision making, such as choosing which fun activity you will do as a
family. Or which book you are going to read together. You could even let them provide some suggestions for your weekly
meals. Remember to praise them for their positive choices. Acknowledging and reinforcing strengths, positive behaviours
and coping strategies is an important part of the recovery process.
If you are still concerned about your child’s behaviour there are plenty of avenues to seek help. Please start by talking to
your child’s teacher. However if you feel that their emotional or behavioural difficulties have completely changed in
functioning from before the disaster, or if they continue for longer than one month; and/or worsen over time, please
consider seeking some professional assistance, and do not hesitate to call the school or email me if you would like some
advice around this.
“You cannot control what happens to you, but you can control how you respond.”
Carly Cassidy – Chaplain [ cassidy.carly.n@edumail.vic.gov.au ]
Pastoral Care for the VPS Community, available Tuesdays and Wednesdays
Extra-Curricular Activities
Lunch time clubs will begin in Week 5. Announcements for these clubs are made at the beginning of lunch time and the
students independently decide if they would like to attend.
Lego Club
Lego Club runs every Friday at lunchtime in the learning centre (Year
6 end). Creativity, enjoyment and fine motor skill development has
seen many students continue to come every lunchtime to build
wonderful creations. Not only is it open to all year levels, but it gives
students the opportunity to build new and existing friendships
through similar interests. Bring your building hats and come on down
to Lego Club!
ORCHESTRA
When: Tuesday Lunchtimes (1:10-1:40pm) & Thursday Session 7 (2:50-3:30pm)
Where: Music Room
Who: Students Yr1-6 (students must be able to read music – Approx Grade 2 AMEB)
The School Orchestra is open to all students. However, students must already know how
to play their instrument and read music. We rehearse twice a week – Tuesday for the first half of lunch & Thursday Session 7.
Most of the pieces that we play are between a Grade 1-3 AMEB standard. Speak to Mr Fraser if you are interested in joining
or simply come along to the first rehearsal this year. The first rehearsal for the year will be on Tuesday 11th February (Week
3)
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CHOIR
When: Every Wednesday (starting from Wednesday 12th Feb)
Time: Lunch Time (1:10pm-1:40pm)
Where: Music Room
Who: Students Yr1-6
The School Choir is open to all students from Yr1-6. We rehearse once a week on a Wednesday for the first half of lunchtime.
The Choir performs at school events such as assemblies, the annual Soiree Concert, Grandparents Day or our annual ANZAC
Day Memorial Service. See Mr Fraser if you are interested in joining or simpy come along to our first rehearsal.
The first rehearsal for the year will be on Wednesday 12th February (Week 3)
ROCK BAND AUDITIONS
When: Monday 17th February (Week 4)
Time: Lunch Time (1:10pm)
Where: Music Room
Who: Students Yr3-6
The School has had a Rock Band Program for several years now. Previously an external company has run the Rock Band
Program on a user pay basis. The school now runs the Rock Band internally and it is free of charge.
Students from Years 3-6 may audition for the Rock Band. After the audition process, the Rock Band will rehearse on Monday
lunchtimes in the Music Room.
The results of the audition (who made the band) will be posted on the music room door Friday 21st February and the first
rehearsal will be on Monday 24th February (Week 5).
(Mr Fraser will be more than happy to provide individual feedback to students who auditioned as well)
YOGA CLUB
Come along to a relaxing session of Yoga and Meditation! Sessions run for 30 – 40
minutes at the start of lunch (1:10PM) on a Friday in the Learning Centre. There are
approximately 30 yoga mats available or you can bring along your own mat.
Challenge your balance and flexibility, relax your mind and build your core strength!
All grades are welcome.

CODING CLUB
This year we will be offering a lunchtime Coding Club on a Monday. It will be open to
students in Years 3-6. Places will be limited to the capacity of our Digi Tech lab.
Vermont Primary School has been encouraging students to have greater voice and
agency in their learning (what and how they learn). Therefore, I will be asking the
students to indicate the programming platforms they are interested in, and let them
lead the way as much as possible in determining what coding language they would like
to work with. If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to email me
hall.julie.j1@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Vermont Primary School Curriculum
Parent Teacher Meetings
Term One Academic Meetings will be held on Monday 23rd March and Tuesday 24th March from 3.45pm to 8.30pm. If you
have not yet done so, please log into Sentral to book a time to meet with your child’s teacher. The purpose of holding the
meetings towards the end of term, rather than the beginning is to provide you with a more consistent timeline of feedback
throughout the year to keep you informed of your child’s progress. At these interviews, you will have the opportunity to
view work samples and discuss how your child is progressing academically, socially and behaviourally.
You will be able to book a time with your child’s teacher on Sentral from Monday 24th February.
4JS and 1AM Families - Please note that Mrs Jacci Strachan and Mrs Monypenny will be holding their interviews in Week 1 of
Term 2 on Tuesday and Thursday due to professional learning and long service leave commitments.
Booking an Appointment to see a Specialist Teacher
As there are limited spaces available to meet with the specialist teachers, please book a time if you are concerned about
your child’s progress or have any questions the classroom teacher is unable to answer about your child. Please email the
Specialist Teachers directly with 3 or 4 times you are available, if you would like to meet with them. You are also welcome to
email them if you have any questions or concerns that can be answered with a reply.
Subject
Sport

Music

Art

Indonesian

Digitech

Teacher

Classes

Email contact details

Clinton Walsh

All classes except 3JW, 0RM and
0BM

walsh.clinton.cw@edumail.vic.gov.au

Alisha Tarenidis

3JW, 0RM and 0BM

tarenidis.alisha.J@edumail.vic.gov.au

Travis Fraser

All classes except 2KJ, 1LS and
1HT

fraser.travis.t@edumail.vic.gov.au

Peta Jenkin

2KJ, 1LS and 1HT

jenkin.peta.p@edumail.vic.gov.au

Christine Mulvany

Foundation, Year 3, 5 and 6

mulvany.christine.l@edumail.vic.gov.au

Meredith Simpson

Year 4, Year 2, 1AM, 1JR, 1LS,
1HT

simpson.meredith.k@edumail.vic.gov.au

Peta Jenkin

1SB

jenkin.peta.p@edumail.vic.gov.au

Yvonne Smith

All Years – except 0NL

smith.yvonne.h@edumail.vic.gov.au

Dianna Fuller

ONL

fuller.dianna.k@edumail.vic.gov.au

Julie Hall

Year 1, 3, 4, 5 and 6

hall.julie.j1@edumail.vic.gov.au

Alisha Tarenidis

Year 2

tarenidis.alisha.J@edumail.vic.gov.au

Peta Jenkin

Foundation

jenkin.peta.p@edumail.vic.gov.au

We look forward to meeting with you; please do not hesitate to contact your child’s teacher before this date if you have any
questions or concerns.
How to Book a Time with your Classroom Teacher in Sentral
1. Log into the full website version of Sentral on the web https://sentral.vermontps.vic.edu.au/portal2/#!/login
or
2. Open the Parent App
a. Select the 3 horizontal lines on the top left side
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b. Select VPS Portal (this will open the full version of Sentral using the web on your phone)
3. Click on Interviews

4. Select the Term 1 Academic Meetings
a. If your child is in 4JS or 1AM – please select the 4JS/1AM Academic Meetings as these will be help on a
different date.
5. Select the date and timeslot you wish to book. Times available are in blue and
underlined, times unavailable are in grey boxes. Please remember to allow time to
move from one classroom to the next when meeting with multiple teachers.
6. You are able to select not required if you do not wish to meet with your teacher.
Specialist times are available for parents who have any concerns or questions
about their child’s progression. Please email the specialist teachers directly to
arrange a time.
7. Select Confirm.
8. You should receive a message via email confirming your booking time.
9. You do have the ability to change the time if you choose to do so at a later date.
10. Bookings close Friday 20th March at 5pm and Friday 27th March at 5pm for 4JS and 1AM, so please make sure you
book before that time.

eSmart News
CLICK HERE to let us know you have read the article!
Whether you are a new or returning parent, I hope your child has had a happy start to 2020 at VPS. My name is Julie Hall and
I work with the students, staff and parent community to teach, provide support and resources on cyber safety. Each fortnight
I put information in the newsletter on a variety of issues aimed at keeping our VPS community safe online. Your feedback
and ideas are truly valued, so please use the link above to let me know where you read this article, feedback and/or ideas for
future articles.
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Next week is Safer Internet Day and over the coming fortnight the students will participate in age appropriate classes about
cyber safety.
The Office of eSafety (one of my regular ‘go to’ sites) is offering free webinars for parents To participate in the webinar CLICK HERE and then scroll down and click on the “Learn New Skills” tab to find the button to
register. You will also find a “Resources” tab where you can download a promotion kit with posters, tips etc for staying safe
online.
Once again don’t forget to let me know you’ve read the article using the link at the top, alternatively feel free to email or visit
me in the computer lab – I look forward to hearing from you.
Julie Hall
eSmart Co-ordinator
hall.julie.j1@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Implementing The Resilience Project in Classrooms
Vermont Primary School is entering the second year of The Resilience Project and
teachers and students are excited to complete the lessons and learn more about
gratitude, empathy and mindfulness. This year, teachers are focusing on ways to
implement lessons learned from The Resilience Project into everyday situations, to
further engage students in being grateful, mindful and empathetic.
In 3KY, the students complete a daily check in at the end of each day. They are randomly
paired up and select a question from the ‘Daily Check In’ box. Students then ask each
other the questions and listen to the answers of their peers. It is a quick and easy way to
reflect on the day and share with a friend something that the students are grateful for,
are hoping to do better tomorrow or to share something that made them smile.
Some classes in Level 2 check in after recess and
lunchtime with a quick thumbs up or down as they
walk in. This allows the students to reflect on how they are feeling and can allow the
teacher to touch base with those students who might need some extra support
throughout the day.
We encourage parents to discuss The Resilience Project at home. Ask the students what
the focus was this week and what new things they are trying to be grateful, mindful and
empathetic students. Activities you can complete at home are - talking about what went
well for your child/ren that day or what they are looking forward to tomorrow, listing
things each day they are grateful for or doing a family mediation together.
If you have any further questions about The Resilience Project, then please speak to your
classroom teacher. We look forward to sharing more ways we are making The Resilience
Project part of our classroom culture and how you can do so at home too.
Kate Yates

Drama Group
The Drama Group is an auditioned lunch time club open to students in years
5 and 6. We meet at lunch time on Thursdays where students are able to
further develop their performance skills. Our main performance piece for
the year is during Book Week, where we select a classic story to perform to
the whole school. The Drama Group also performs at assemblies, such as
ANZAC Day, and Christmas time. The audition process for Drama Group will
begin this week and in the coming weeks an ensemble group of roughly 20
students will be selected based on their performance skills.
When:
Where:
Who:

Thursday lunch times
Grade 5 end of the Learning Centre
Open to years 5 & 6 students to audition, run by Mrs Alex
Monypenny and Mrs Sally Dyett
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Cyber House Rules
CLICK HERE to let us know you have read the article!
As new routines are taking shape in the classrooms and acceptable Use Agreements (THINK: F-2 and eSmart CPR: 3-6) are
being revised and signed, it is worth taking the time to consider your Cyber House Rules. To assist you with this process I
have included listed 5 tips for parents from Julie Inman Grant, eSafety Commissioner and if you would like to see a set of
Cyber House Rules – CLICK HERE
1. Shared Responsibility: This involves considering what and where you share pictures and information, particularly
those pertaining to your children – ask yourself, who will see these images? Also, ask your child if they want their
photo uploaded to social media, through regular modelling of gaining permission before posting will assist students
to do the same before they post in years to come.
2. Know the signs of cyberbullying: look out for any change in behaviour for example, withdrawal, being secretive
about use of screens, sudden change in social groups to name a few. If you think your son/daughter may be
experiencing cyberbullying further advice to deal with it can be found here
3. Set screen time limits: if you feel like this is a constant battle or concern, you are not alone! A recent study
completed by the Office of eSafety, showed that 52% of parents of primary school children and 68% of parents of
teens, felt that their child spent too much time online. The key is to set boundaries, not only in regards to how long,
but also where screen time occurs, eg. not in the bedroom or dinner table.
4. Use tools: there are a number of tools and apps you can use to help your child manage their screen time and to do
so more safely. See more information about using parental controls and privacy and reporting tools.
5. Stay engaged: Talk to your child about what they are doing online. Discuss the dos and don’ts regularly and model
the online behaviours you want them to display. Keeping the lines of communication open, particularly when things
go wrong is particularly important.
Don’t forget to save the date - April 21, 7:30-8:30pm in the VPS stadium. We have a guest speaker from the Alannah &
Madeline Foundation coming to share strategies for parenting in the Digital Age.
Once again, your feedback and ideas for future articles are both encouraged and welcomed. You can use link at the top of
the article to let me know you have read it.

Julie Hall
eSmart Co-ordinator
hall.julie.j1@edumail.vic.gov.au

Are You an Electronics Whiz?
Level 4 use Hummingbird Robotics to create amazing machines/vehicles/robots and program them. Unfortunately, some of
the welds on the gear motors have broken and will no longer work (see picture below). We are sure there are experts within
our community who might be able to fix them for us. If that’s you can, you please let your classroom teacher know ASAP so
we can get our motors running again!
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House Swimming Carnival
Once again the start of the school year has been extremely busy and exciting in Physical Education. This year’s swimming
carnival season commenced with great anticipation with 120 eager Vermont Primary School students participating in our
annual school swimming trials on Tuesday 11th February at Aquanation Ringwood.
Students had the opportunity to compete in the individual 50m freestyle, backstroke, breaststroke and butterfly events. At
the completion of our school trials, a team of 26 students were selected to represent Vermont Primary School at the
Nunawading District Swimming Carnival. I would like to thank all students for their outstanding behaviour at the pool.
Vermont PS District Swimming Champions 2020

Congratulations to the Grade 4, 5 and 6 students who represented Vermont Primary School at the Nunawading District
Swimming Carnival on Monday 17th February. The children swam with great enthusiasm and displayed wonderful
sportsmanship with many students achieving personal bests on the day.
I’m extremely pleased to inform the school community that Vermont Primary School are this year’s Nunawading District
Swimming Champions! Thank you to all of the parents and teachers who came along to support the children and help them
prepare for their events.
I would like to congratulate the following students who have qualified to represent our school at the Whitehorse Division
Swimming Carnival on Monday 2nd March at Aquanation Ringwood.
Student
Oliver B
Hamish H
Ayrton W
Vincy X
Phoebe I
Oscar W
Abbie W
Will S
Max R
Sahlia W
Ella I

Individual Events
Boys 10 years 50m Backstroke
Boys 10 years 50m Freestyle
Boys 10 years 50m Breaststroke
Boys 10 years 50m Butterfly
Girls 10 years 50m Freestyle
Girls 10 years 50m Butterfly
Girls 10 years 50m Backstroke
Boys 11 years 50m Backstroke
Girls 11 years 50m Backstroke
Boys 12 years 50m Backstroke
Boys 12 years 50m Breaststroke
Boys 12 years 50m Freestyle
Boys 12 years 50m Butterfly
Girls 12 years 50m Breaststroke
Girls 12 years 50m Butterfly
Girls 12 years 50m Backstroke
Girls 12 years 50m Freestyle

District Result
1st
2nd
2nd
2nd
1st
1st
1st
1st
1st
1st
1st
2nd
2nd
1st
2nd
1st
2nd

Freestyle Relays 4 x 50m
Hamish H, David C, Ayrton W, Oliver R Boys 10 years
Vincy X, Phoebe I, Matilda O, Olivia Z Girls 10 years

2nd
1st
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Archer P, James G, Oscar W, Ryan S
Abbie W, Lauren U, Isabel A, Sophie F
Will S, Max R, Charlie O, Mitchell H
Sahlia W, Ella I, Summer Z, Hannah R

Boys 11 years
Girls 11 years
Boys 12 years
Girls 12 years

2nd
2nd
2nd
1st

Open Medley Relay
Max R, Harry G, Will S, Charlie O
Abbie W, Sahlia W, Ella I, Summer Z

Boys 12 years
Girls 12 years

2nd
1st

STEM NEWSLETTER

MATHS NEWS
Did you know that the 02/02/2020 was a palindromic (a number that reads the same forwards as it does backwards) date?
Well this interesting little fact sparked a series of Maths lessons in Level 4 that saw students investigating palindromes. They
looked for patterns involving palindromes, created their own theories and used a variety of mathematical skills to find other
interesting facets of these numbers.
It was a great example of Maths lessons that are based on investigations and inquiry. These lessons are where students focus
on investigation and are encouraged to create, challenge and either prove or disprove theories about a variety of topics.
They use a prompt that is relatable to the students and then utilise the students’ existing skills, while also helping them to
develop those that are needed to work through the problem.
Another example of these Inquiry Maths lessons saw the Level 4 students using the game of Paper, Scissors, Rock to
investigate the ideas of probability, data collection and representation, fairness and randomness. It led to great discussions
around these mathematical ideas and saw some rich learning of the topic.
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Community Information
Message from the Whitehorse Council
Please drive up as far as possible in the Kiss and Go zone on Nurlendi Road – this will allow
more parents to safely drop their children off and get going again quickly.
Think about other parents – we saw a number of cars pull in at 45 degree angles today to let
children out - it is NOT angle parking thus blocking the road both ways.
DO NOT pull over at the bottom – you will get booked (Council has zero tolerance for
stopping (that incudes waiting) in NO stopping zones )
DO NOT let your children out of the car unless you are safely stopped in the Kiss and Go zone.
There are at least 5 – 6 spaces above the school crossing , if they are occupied , then there is always the option of driving into
Webb Crt - stopping there and dropping children off on the south side so they can safely cross the road then using the
school crossing .

Fathering Project
Vermont Primary School is excited to announce the launch of our Fathering
Project Dads Group. This will be an opportunity to have fun with your kids and
become part of a strong and supportive network of committed dads connected
through the group.
Our launch event, on WEDNESDAY 26th FEBRUARY will be an informal yet informative welcome for dads, father-figures and
school leaders. It will provide you with information about the important role of dads, what The Fathering Project is and how
they can help us in starting a Dads Group.
Vermont Primary School is excited by this fantastic opportunity to grow our school community and welcomes all dads and
father figures throughout the school to our group launch event. Please note, that as this is a launch event, it is for the dads
and father figures. Children will be invited to the next event.
DETAILS
Who: Dads and father-figures
When: 26th February 2020
Where: Basketball Stadium
Vermont Primary School
Time: 7:00pm
RSVP: www.trybooking.com/BIHIQ
For more information contact: miclowne@gmail.com

Thursday 27 February 2020
The sale will be held under the
shelter of the North Building
8.45am.
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