PO Box 53 Nurlendi Road
Vermont 3133
Telephone: 9874 2511
Fax: 9872 4170
Out of School Hours Care: 0419 208 028
We aim to be nut free and rely on parents to assist us on achieving this goal.

Vermont Primary School
http:www.vermontps.vic.edu.au
vermont.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

Principal’s Report

Principal:
Robin Stickland
Assistant Principals:
Joy Cook and Helen Murphy

What’s On?
March
5
Athletics Postponed
13
Region Swimming
16
Planning Week
Assembly
17
GRIP Yr 6 Leaders
18
House XCountry Yr 3 to 6
(tbc)
20
School Photo Day
23
Multicultural Dress Day
Parent Teacher Meetings
24
Parent Teachers Meetings
25
Hot Cross Bun Day
27
Last Day of Term
Leadership Assembly
2.30pm Dismissal
April
14
Term 2 Begins (Tues)
4JS/1AM Meetings
16
4JS/1AM Meetings
20
Assembly
Yr 1 and 2 Swim Start
Year 5 Camp Start
21
eSmart Evening
22
Year 5 Camp End
24
ANZAC Service
Yr 1 and 2 Swim End
29
2021 Foundation Tours

Curriculum Day
This is prior warning for those parents who like to be well organised. The day before
Cup Day will be taken as a Curriculum Day where teachers will be working on
Assessments and Reporting at Vermont PS. The children will not be attending on
that day however the child care program will be operating. Please book your child
into the program if required.
Head Lice
This is the time of year when Head Lice are rampant in schools. Children are
reminded that if their hair touches their shoulders it is to be tied back into a pony tail
or into pigtails. Please keep a close watch on your child’s hair for the telltale signs of
itchy scalp, small white eggs attached to the hair or nits. Head lice management in all
schools is a complex issue. They do not pose any serious health risks, but they can be
difficult to manage and the responsibility for the detection and treatment of head
lice rests with parents. Vermont Primary School supports through practical advice
and a sympathetic attitude that helps minimise any possible stigmatisation of those
families experiencing difficulties.
School Uniform
Just a reminder for all our students and parents, as we are getting a range of colours
worn by students to school at the moment, that the school uniform is short white
socks and blue hair ornaments. Also if a student’s hair touches his or her shoulders
then it needs to be tied back for student safety and head lice prevention. Thanks in
advance for supporting the school’s uniform policy.
Assembly and End of Term Dismissal
There will be a special awards giving Assembly held on Friday 27 March at 1.30pm
after which the children will be dismissed at 2.30pm for the end of Term 1 2020. We
hope that everyone will have a safe and restful Term holiday. School will resume on
Tuesday the 14th of April at 9.00am.
A Plea from the Staff
The teachers and principals at Vermont PS are not always able to see parents without
prior warning due to preparation of lessons, meetings and organization for
classes. Please make a mutually acceptable time for an appointment so that issues or
concerns can be discussed in full.
Sticks
Please remind your child that they are not to play with sticks in the school
playground. Although tempting, sticks and little children are a bad combination that
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can result in serious eye injury and so students are not to play with sticks in the playground at Vermont PS.
Working With Children Card
Parents are reminded that they require a Working With Children Card, current police check or teacher registration to be
involved in school programs
Visitors
All visitors to the school are reminded that they must report to the office and sign in each time they visit the school. This
ensures that we know who is in the school at all times should there be a need in an emergency. If your child is late to school
or leaving early it also needs to be recorded via the ipads in the school foyer.
Working With Children Card
All parents helping within the school in programs such as reading, swimming, cooking or assisting on an excursion need to
wear their Working with Children card when involved the program. VIT registration or police membership are also accepted
both of these memberships have the appropriate checks to keep our students safe.
The Last Day of Term
The last day of Term 1 will be Friday March 27. Students will be dismissed at 2.30pm. Parents may need to contact the OSHC
program if they cannot arrange to have their children picked up at this time.
School Council AGM
The AGM for School Council will be held on Wednesday 18 March 2020 commencing at 6.30pm in the Staff Room. All
parents are welcome to attend.

Engagement and Wellbeing
Student Leaders
House Points
Congratulations to Canterbury for achieving 1st place in the House Points. The results are as follows:

Fortnight

Termly

Terrara
108.47
2nd

Cantley
104.69
3rd

Nurlendi
84.85
4th

Canterbury
111.19
1st

218.22
1st

184.13
4th

184.40
3rd

187.39
2nd

Student of the Month - Congratulations
Student of the Month
Recently we awarded our first Student of the Month certificates to students in Year 1 – Year 6, who had recently
demonstrated the Vermont Primary School value: “To Care”. On Monday 2nd February, our Foundation students were
presented with their first round of certificates. Teachers had been looking for students who have shown this value, perhaps
showing a new student around the school, caring for a friend or showing care in the presentation of their schoolwork.
Congratulations to the following students who received a Student of the Month award for the month of February!
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Foundation
0DW - Samantha

0CW - Edward

0NL – Emily

0RM - Yujie

0BM - Avir

1SB – Jonty

1HT - Cara

Year 1
1JR - Ryder

1AM - Thevin

1LS - Dhruvan
Year 2

2KJ – Alyssa

2LS - James

2ED - Claire

2PS - Minato

Year 3
3CQ – Henry

3KY – Olive

3AW - Jiya

3JW - Amber

Year 4
4PA - Sarakshi

4JH - Alexandra

4JS –Aaliyah

4SD – Holly

Year 5
5BP - Raika

5GP – Alycia

5KM – Alisha

5RC - Alice

Year 6
6CP - Chloe

6JS - Leila

6AS - Beachy

6ZA – Annabelle

Specialist Areas
Art

Digital Technologies

Music

L.O.T.E.

P.E

Amity O

Ruby-Rose C

David C

Lily B

Amy K

Junior School Council

Foundation
0DW – Aster

Congratulations to the following students who have been
selected to represent their grade as part of our student council
in 2020:

0CW – Will
0RM – Alex
0NL – William
0BM – Trisha

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

1JR – Ruby

2LS – Archer

3CQ – Mahima

1AM – Sashane

2KJ – Evelyne

3KY – Daniel

1HT – Roxana

2ED – Olivia

3AW – Amity

1LS – Amity

2PS - Jessica

3JW - Ava

Year 4

Year 5

Year 6

4PA – Jonathan

5BP – Teresa

6JS – Lucy

4SD – Krista

5RC – Jasmine

6ZA – Zoe

4JH – Olivia

5KM – Alisha

6CP – Alexander

4JS - Arvin

5GP - Aarij

6AS - Tissa

1SB - Claudia
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Cultural Diversity Celebrations 2020
On Monday the 23rd March 2020, we will celebrate Cultural Diversity Day at Vermont
Primary School.
Students are invited to come to school on 23rd March wearing clothing that
represents a or their cultural identity. In the Stadium at 9am, we will be hold a whole
school event which will involve student presentations, a choir performance and all the
students participating in a parade to show their costumes.
If you would like your child to perform a dance or song from their cultural heritage to
contribute to this celebration please contact Bu Smith, Indonesian teacher at Vermont
Primary School, smith.yvonne.h@edumail.vic.gov.au
Throughout the day, all our students will participate in a learning task that is planned around the topic of Cultural Diversity.
Sharing our cultural diversity at school with friends, creates an environment of unity, understanding, mutual respect and
harmony.
We look forward to celebrating our Multi-Cultural Day with our school community on Monday 23rd of March. Parents and
grandparents attending the morning whole school event are most welcome to dress up on this day too.
Bu Smith. Indonesian Teacher.

Level 4 Leadership Program
Level 4 students recently participated in an incursion called ASPIRE, which is an acronym for Action, Serve, Persist, Influence,
Respect, Encourage. They were thoroughly engaged in many partner and group activities where they had to work as a team,
they had to cooperate, encourage each other and identify their own skills as leaders. The teachers were incredibly proud of
the students’ ability to work together as a team, their enthusiasm for celebrating their achievements but more importantly
that they recognised how their failures were part of learning and a way to still see the positive attributes in each other.
We have begun to work on the Resilience Project booklet plus we are busily completing our ASPIRE follow up work. This
term’s Inquiry sees the students research a person who has shown leadership, contributed in some way to the community or
has stood up for people’s rights. All aspects covered so far this year relate as we try to embed a sense of respect,
persistence, resilience and serving through being kind to one another within our Level.
We have had a really positive start to 2020 and look forward to seeing the students in Level 4 lead by example this year.
From The Chaplain
School Friendships
Your child’s world gets bigger when they start school. Relationships with other people become more important. These new
friendships are good for your child’s self-esteem. When your child has good friends, they feel like they belong. When they
have people that they can have fun and share interests with, when they know that they have friends that care about them, it
helps them to feel good about themselves.
When children make friends, they develop important life skills. These include getting along with other people, being
independent and learning how to sort out conflicts and problems. These skills are important for your child to learn because
children who get along with others are less likely to have social and emotional difficulties later in life.
For children who find it harder to make friends, there are some things that you can do to help them.
Here is some advice from the Raising Children Website:



You could look for extracurricular activities – for example, sports, dance or art classes – to give your child
opportunities to meet children with similar interests. Having friends who don’t go to the same school can also help
to boost your child’s confidence, especially if they are having friendship troubles at school.
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Sometimes reminders about what to do might help too. For example, you could encourage your child to introduce
themselves when they meet new children – ‘Hello, I’m Carly. What’s your name?’
Another idea is to ask your child whether they are interested in the games other children are playing at school. They
might be keen to play soccer, but unsure about the rules. If they doesn’t like the games that they’re playing, you
could suggest that they start a game that they do like by asking some classmates to play it with them.

It is important to talk with your child. It gives you a chance to ask them what’s going on and listen to what they have to say.
Some children will be happy to tell you what’s been happening, but others might find it hard. If your child isn’t ready to talk,
let them know that they can always come to you. It can also be good to talk with your child’s teacher about whether the
teacher has noticed anything different in class or in the playground.
Our Friendship/Craft Group will be starting up again next week. It will run on a Tuesdays during lunch times, just in the
library. It will involve doing a craft together which will be based around a specific theme. Some of the themes that we will be
starting with will include friendship, inclusive behavior and cooperation, working together.
“The best vitamin for making friends… B1.” – Anonymous
Carly Cassidy – Chaplain [ cassidy.carly.n@edumail.vic.gov.au ]
Pastoral Care for the VPS Community, available Tuesdays and Wednesdays

Vermont Primary School Curriculum
2020 Parents and Literacy (PAL)
Thank you to the many parents that attended the Reading and Writing sessions of our Parents and Literacy program over the
past two weeks. We are sure that you all went home full of knowledge and are eagerly listening and guiding your children.
The nights were a great opportunity to learn first-hand how we teach Reading and Writing at Vermont Primary School.
Certificates for those that attended both nights will be sent home by the end of the week.
A thank you to the parents that attended our PEAL night (Parent’s with English as an Additional Language) we hope you
enjoyed the night as much as we did.
Thank you, Jacci Strachan & Dianna Fuller, on behalf of the English Professional Learning Team
Parent Teacher Meetings
Term One Academic Meetings will be held on Monday 23rd March and Tuesday 24th March from 3.45pm to 8.30pm. If you
have not yet done so, please log into Sentral to book a time to meet with your child’s teacher. The purpose of holding the
meetings towards the end of term, rather than the beginning is to provide you with a more consistent timeline of feedback
throughout the year to keep you informed of your child’s progress. At these interviews, you will have the opportunity to
view work samples and discuss how your child is progressing academically, socially and behaviourally.
You will be able to book a time with your child’s teacher on Sentral from Monday 24th February.
4JS and 1AM Families - Please note that Mrs Jacci Strachan and Mrs Monypenny will be holding their interviews in Week 1 of
Term 2 on Tuesday and Thursday due to professional learning and long service leave commitments.
Booking an Appointment to see a Specialist Teacher
As there are limited spaces available to meet with the specialist teachers, please book a time if you are concerned about
your child’s progress or have any questions the classroom teacher is unable to answer about your child. Please email the
Specialist Teachers directly with 3 or 4 times you are available, if you would like to meet with them. You are also welcome to
email them if you have any questions or concerns that can be answered with a reply.
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Subject
Sport

Music

Art

Indonesian

Digitech

Teacher

Classes

Email contact details

Clinton Walsh

All classes except 3JW, 0RM and
0BM

walsh.clinton.cw@edumail.vic.gov.au

Alisha Tarenidis

3JW, 0RM and 0BM

tarenidis.alisha.J@edumail.vic.gov.au

Travis Fraser

All classes except 2KJ, 1LS and
1HT

fraser.travis.t@edumail.vic.gov.au

Peta Jenkin

2KJ, 1LS and 1HT

jenkin.peta.p@edumail.vic.gov.au

Christine Mulvany

Foundation, Year 3, 5 and 6

mulvany.christine.l@edumail.vic.gov.au

Meredith Simpson

Year 4, Year 2, 1AM, 1JR, 1LS,
1HT

simpson.meredith.k@edumail.vic.gov.au

Peta Jenkin

1SB

jenkin.peta.p@edumail.vic.gov.au

Yvonne Smith

All Years – except 0NL

smith.yvonne.h@edumail.vic.gov.au

Dianna Fuller

ONL

fuller.dianna.k@edumail.vic.gov.au

Julie Hall

Year 1, 3, 4, 5 and 6

hall.julie.j1@edumail.vic.gov.au

Alisha Tarenidis

Year 2

tarenidis.alisha.J@edumail.vic.gov.au

Peta Jenkin

Foundation

jenkin.peta.p@edumail.vic.gov.au

We look forward to meeting with you; please do not hesitate to contact your child’s teacher before this date if you have any
questions or concerns.
Parenting in the Digital World
CLICK HERE to let us know you have read the article!
On April 21 at 7:30pm in the school stadium, we have a cyber safety expert from the Alannah & Madeline Foundation coming
to run a session for parents called “Parenting in the Digital World”. We hope you have or will book a babysitter so that you
can attend this important evening.
This workshop will provide insight into the online worlds of young people, including the latest trends, risks and research, and
includes a strong focus on social media. It also focuses on advice parents can use to help manage a child’s life online.
Topics covered include:
 the appeal of social media and how to support young people to stay safe
 where and how to report inappropriate content
 how best to support young people who are experiencing harm
 the latest research regarding online behaviours
The evening is free and if you would like to invite family/friends from other schools, please do so.
CLICK HERE to reserve your seats.
As always, your feedback and ideas for future articles are both encouraged and welcomed - you can use
the link at the top of the article to let me know you have read it and or email me.
Julie Hall
eSmart Co-ordinator
hall.julie.j1@edumail.vic.gov.au
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News from the Literacy Committee - Grade 2 Café Reading Groups
Students in Grade 2 have made an exciting start to their literacy work this year as they have experienced the school’s ‘Café’
reading program for the first time. Throughout the year, they will be using the program to expand their literacy skills by
investigating the ‘Café’ reading strategies. These encompass many areas of literacy and include strategies for
Comprehension, Accuracy, Fluency and Expanding Vocabulary. It has been great to see the students honing these skills by
working on tasks within groups in their classroom and participating in guided reading sessions with the teacher. This week, a
key focus of the Café sessions is a look into the strategy of ‘Monitor and Fix Up’ where students ensure that they are able to
use independent skills to determine meaning from texts that are unfamiliar. As you can see from the pictures below, the
students have embraced the beginning of their Café journey.

Lego Club
Lego club has continued to run every Friday afternoon and we have seen some wonderful creations from our students! It has
given them the opportunity to socialise with their friends and to meet students from other year levels with similar interests.
It also gives students the ability to develop fine motor skills, as well as communicating and sharing with others. With
numbers high every Friday lunchtime, Lego Club will continue to soar in 2020. Here are some of the student’s creations and
interactions this term:
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Community Information
Special Leadership Assembly
This year we have added an Assembly on last day of Term to present Leadership Badges to the Planet Savers, Library
Monitors and Peer Mediators. This Assembly will take place on Friday 27th March at 1.30pm in the Stadium, all families are
welcome to attend as we congratulate the students elected into those positions.

Dogs In The Yard
As dogs are not permitted in the school yard we have allocated the dumpster area on
Nurlendi Road where parents are welcome to tie their dogs up. Signs have been placed
in the area for easy access.

Hot Cross Bun Day
Hot Cross Bun Day will be Wednesday 25 March 2020. Traditional, choc chip, fruitless,
apple & cinnamon will be available to purchase $1.20each All ordering will be processed
through Qkr, no cash orders will be accepted at the office. Ordering will be avaialbe from
Wednesday 11 March until Friday 20 March, please not no orders will be accepted after
this date. The delicious buns will be delivered to students in their classroom.
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Midweek Ladies Netball Players Wanted!
If you are interested in playing on a Thursday morning (games at 9:15 or 10:15am) @ Vermont South
Sportslink. We are a social team so any skill welcome. Contact Erika if interested (erikahill22@gmail.com)

Fundraising Masterclass Event
Dani Simpson, Mum of Nate and Jimi is holding a fundraising event please find the link below
to book tickets.
https://events.humanitix.com.au/fundraising-masterclass-event
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