
Principal Update – Term 3 Week 1 2022 
 
 
 
News from the Principal 

Welcome back to Term 3! My first week at Vermont Primary School has been a whirlwind of excitement and 
positivity as I have started to settle into the new role, and new school. Everyone I have come across has 
been so welcoming, and made me feel part of the team. I have been so impressed with the students’ 
commitment to their learning, their kindness to each other, and the calm and orderly classrooms. I am 
looking forward to learning all about the wonderful things that VPS has to offer, and becoming part of this 
exciting community! Please come and say hello if you see me. 

Staffing update   

We would like to welcome Mrs Charlotte Caldarelli to Vermont Primary School 
who will be taking 4JS for the rest of the year. We hope that she has had a 
pleasant start and that everyone has made her very welcome. 

This term, Bu Smith will be taking Long Service Leave. During the period of her leave, Mrs Alison Clark will 
be covering her, offering specialist classes in Science. The students have been enjoying this temporary 
addition to the specialist program, and we thank Mrs Clarke for stepping in during Term 3. 

While we, like many other schools, have been impacted with staff absences due to illness, we have been 
fortunate enough to be able to manage these shortages well using a bank of dedicated local relief teachers, 
as well as using agency staff where necessary. Just like the advice to students, staff are also instructed not 
to come to school if they are unwell, and we trust that families will be understanding of this. 

Dogs off leads 

We would like to again remind the school community that dogs are not permitted to be on 
the school grounds. As much as we love dogs, there are a number of children who find 
dogs frightening, and we kindly ask that no dogs come into the school grounds. Dog 
owners are also reminded that their dogs need to be on a lead at all times around the 
school perimeter. If by chance you need to leave your dog, we have a designated area called the “Barking 
Lot” located near the entrance of the school near the dumpster area. 

Camps 

We wish those Grade 6s and staff attending Ski Camp next week well. We hope you have 
fun and we look forward to hearing about your experiences.  

COVID Update 

There have been some important changes to the COVID guidelines recently. The main points to note are; 

- The time a person is considered exempt from being a close contact has changed to 4 weeks. Previously, 
it was 12 weeks. 

- The Rapid Antigen Test (RAT) supplies to schools will continue until the end of the year. If families require 
additional RATs to continue testing household contacts following a positive case, please contact the school. 

- Parents who test positive are now permitted to leave their isolation to take children to and from school, 
provided that they do not exit the vehicle. It is important to continue notifying the school if your child is a 
close contact as they will be required to wear a mask at school if they are over 8 years of age. 

- Facemasks are recommended for use indoors and where it is difficult to socially distance outdoors. The 
school has face masks children can use should they need to. 



There is no change in the directive that if your child is unwell or displaying COVID symptoms, please do not 
send them to school. Likewise, you may be contacted by the office staff if your child becomes ill or displays 
symptoms. 

Student drop off & pick up 
 
We would like to remind all families that it is important that students are entering the school safely, and that 
when crossing roads, students and families do so using the manned crossings. It is worrying to see 
students exiting cars into traffic. Not only is this extremely dangerous, it also causes congestion in an 
already busy area. 
 
Reminders 
 
Monday 18th July 2022 - Assembly in the stadium 
Friday 2nd September 2022 - Professional Practice Day (Pupil Free Day)  
 
 
 
 
 

Jess Mann    Joy Cook    Jacci Strachan 
Principal    Assistant Principal   Acting Assistant Principal 


