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Principal: 
Robin Stickland 
Assistant Principals: 
Joy Cook and Helen Murphy 
 

What’s On? 
 
February 2019 
14 Parents and Literacy 1 
18 Assembly 
 District Swimming  
 Sport 
19 Aerial Shot TBC 
21 Parents and Literacy 2 
22 Foundation Picnic 
28 Parents and Literacy 3 
 
March 2019 
1 Whole School Photos 
5 Resilience Project 

Student Incursion 
7 House Athletics Yr 3-6 
11 Public Holiday 
13 GRIPP Student Leaders 
14 Yr 5/6 First Aid  
20 Resilience Project 

Parent Evening 
7pm–8.30pm 

22 House XCountry TBA 
28 State NAPLAN Practice 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Principal’s Report 
Vermont Primary School 150th Gala Ball 

We are excited to announce the Vermont Primary School 150th Gala Ball tickets are 

now available for you to book through Trybooking at the following links: 

https://www.trybooking.com/ZWCH or https://www.trybooking.com/454331 .  This 

event will take place on Saturday 30th March 2019 7pm – 12 midnight where current 

and past staff and parents, along with past students, will gather to celebrate the 

school turning 150 years of age.  We look forward to seeing you all there, please 

spread the word if you are in contact with the VPS alumni.  Tables of 8 to 12 people 

are available, don’t forget to list the names of the guests that you wish to sit with on 

the night, if applicable. Please note, this function is an over 18 years of age event. 

Congratulations 

 Our outstanding PE Teacher, Clinton Walsh has been nominated for the prestigious 

Cricket Victoria’s School Ambassador of the Year Award. This award will be presented 

at a special dinner at the MCG on February 10th during the Melbourne Stars vs 

Sydney Sixes BBL Match. We wish him all the best and congratulated Clinton on a 

well-deserved nomination for this award. 

Sean Bell – Past Student News 

Sean is one of our amazing former students who is 

currently undertaking a huge challenge of running 

50 marathons in 50 days in honour of his friend 

Joseph Moschetti who sadly passed away in 2016. 

Not only is he honouring Joey, but he is raising 

awareness/funds for an organization called 

Compassionate Friends who support grieving 

families during their loss.  

During the holidays, several of our teachers joined him as he ran around the Vermont 

oval. Sean regularly posts where he will be running and invites people to join him 

either by jogging, walking, scooting or riding. We will be supporting him again in the 

coming weeks so you may see students and teachers on the oval in the morning. The 

sheer presence of friends, former school teachers, family and even strangers on a 

daily basis has encouraged him to continue and to dig deep each day. 

Our Year 5 and 6 children will be running some laps of the oval with him during one 

of his marathons before he completes his 50. It has been an incredible effort during 
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the heat and with sore quads at various points but he is determined not to give up. The passing of Joey affected many of our 

past students, some of which have joined Sean on his mammoth challenge. He would be thrilled to see some of us out there 

to also support the Moschetti family as they continue to deal with the passing of their son.  

2019 Annual Implementation Plan 

A focus for the staff at Vermont Primary School this year is a whole school approach to improving writing.  On Wednesday all 

staff and regular Casual Relief Teachers took part in a workshop facilitated by the Literacy Specialist Anna Korab, Joy Cook, 

Jacci Strachan and Helen Murphy.  It has been very helpful in giving us practical solutions and ways to assist students to build 

vocabulary, text structure and thus develop cohesive writers.  The staff were introduced to various resources including 

6+Traits of Writing, Seven Steps to Writing and the Writers Workshop model.  This continues the work we have been 

undertaking in the University of Melbourne Network of Schools in 2018 and we will continue to work with experts 

throughout this year. 

In addition to Writing, VPS will also be implementing the Resilience Project this year as part of our engagement and well-

being program.  The goal is to develop increased student engagement and improved mental health. The students will be 

participating in activities that research has shown will build resilience and happiness. Lessons in the Resilience Curriculum 

focus on four key strategies: 

GRATITUDE: Appreciating what you have, not focusing on what you don’t have 

EMPATHY: Thinking of the needs of others/kindness 

MINDFULNESS: The ability to be calm, present and choosing what you focus on 

EMOTIONAL LITERACY: The ability to label out emotions as we are experiencing them. 

 

A Parent Information Evening will take place on the 20th March, 7pm – 8.30pm where you will learn more about the 

Resilience Project and practical ways of supporting your child’s resilience and mental health at home.  Please place this date 

in your diary. 

 

Strategic Plan and School Review 

2019 sees the final year of our 4 year Strategic Plan.  The 2019 Annual Implementation Plan has been submitted to School 

Council, the Department of Education and has been placed on our website.  The School Review is planned to take place in 

Term 2.  During this time, the Department and key staff lead the school to review the 2016-2019 Strategic Plan Goals.  This 

involves meeting with community members, teachers and students as well as looking at performance data during that time.  

We invite all members of the community to contribute to this process as we work together to plan forward for the 

educational opportunities for our students for the next 4 years. 

Engagement and Wellbeing 
 
Student Leaders 
 

Hi, I’m Caitlin S and I am your girl school captain this year. I love netball, playing with my friends and dancing. My 
favourite subjects at school are Sport and English and I am looking forward to the year ahead. This being the 
150th year, I am excited about helping with the school fair and celebrating such an important milestone for the 
school. I hope to be a good role model for the younger students and love helping them out. I am caring, 
thoughtful and friendly so let me know if I can do anything for you throughout the year. 
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Hi, I’m Eric L, I am your boy School Captain this year. I love playing piano, sport and Maths! My favourite subjects 
at school are Sport and Maths, particularly problem solving.  I am looking forward to attending the GRIPP 
Leadership conference and working with my peers to help lead the school and support the younger students.  I 
am musical, responsible and a very caring student. I look forward to representing you all throughout 2019.   
 

 

Vermont Primary School Curriculum 
 
Level Information Handbooks 2019 
The Level Handbooks for 2019 will be available on Monday 18th Febuary on the school’s website.  A Sentral Notification will 
be sent once they are ready to be viewed.  In the meaintime if you have any questions please contact your child’s teacher 
direcly. 
 
Academic Meetings 
This year, the Getting to Know You Meetings that usually occur in the first 4 weeks of Term One have been replaced with 
Academic Meetings.  The purpose of this change is to provide a more consistent timeline of feedback throughout the year to 
keep you informed of your child’s progress.   Term One Academic Meetings will be held on Monday 1st April and Tuesday 
2nd April from 3.45pm to 8.30pm.   
 
At these interviews, you will have the opportunity to view work samples and discuss how your child is progressing 
academically, socially and behaviourally.  Available times on Sentral are for classroom teachers only.  If you are concerned 
about your child’s progress in Specialist Classes or have any questions for the Specialist teachers, please follow the 
instructions below. 
 
Interview Times will be available to book from Monday 25th February.  The closing date for making appointments is Friday 
29th March at 5.00pm, after this date you will need to contact your child’s teacher directly to organise a time. Your child is 
welcome to attend the meeting and share in the discussion.  Bookings are made through Sentral, please contact your child’s 
teacher if you have not yet registered for Sentral.   

 

Booking an Appointment to see a Specialist Teacher 
The specialist teachers will send home an Assessed Work Sample for you to view along with their academic report in June.  
As there are limited spaces available to meet with the specialist teachers, please book a time if you are concerned about 
their progress or have any questions the classroom teacher is unable to answer about your child.   
Please email the Specialist Teachers directly with 3 or 4 times you are available, if you would like to meet with them.  You are 
also welcome to email them if you have any questions or concerns that can be answered with a reply. 
 

Subject Teacher Classes Email contact details 

Sport  Clinton Walsh All classes except 0HT and 0BM walsh.clinton.cw@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 Alisha Tarenidis 0HT and 0BM  tarenidis.alisha.J@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Music  Travis Fraser All classes except 1MG and 1SB fraser.travis.t@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 Peta Jenkin 1MG and 1SB jenkin.peta.p@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Art  Christine Mulvany All classes mulvany.christine.l@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 Meredith Simpson Term 3 and 4 Only simpson.meredith.k@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Indonesian  Yvonne Smith All Years 

 

smith.yvonne.h@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Digitech  Julie Hall Year 1, 2DW,  Year 3, Year 4, 

Year 5 and Year 6 

hall.julie.j1@edumail.vic.gov.au 
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 Alisha Tarenidis 2LS, 2PS and 2KJ tarenidis.alisha.j@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 Peta Jenkin Foundation jenkin.peta.p@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 
We look forward to meeting with you; please do not hesitate to contact your child’s teacher before this date if you have any 
questions or concerns.  
 

 
INSTRUCTIONS ON BOOKING AN INTERVIEW IN SENTRAL 

 
1. Log into Sentral 
2. Click on Interviews and Select 

 Term 1 Parent/Student/Teacher Meetings 
3. Select the date and time you would like to make an appointment.  Please allow 10m to travel between classes for siblings. 
Times available are in blue and underlined, times unavailable are in grey boxes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Select a day and time for your classroom teacher.  Please select not required if you do not wish to meet with the teacher. 
5. Select Confirm at the bottom of the screen 
 
If you have not received your personal letter inviting you to register with Sentral, please contact your classroom teacher or 
email Helen Murphy directly murphy.helen.c@edmail.vic.gov.au as soon as possible and we will arrange for another to be 
emailed to you. 
 
Make an eSmart Start to 2019 

  
 
Use this QR code or CLICK HERE to let us know you have read the article! 
 
 

A big WELCOME to all new and returning families to Vermont Primary School. I hope that you have had a restful break over 
the summer and are refreshed and ready to embrace all that 2019 will bring.  
 
With the start of a new school year, comes a fresh opportunity to revisit and/or create your family’s cyber house rules. Over 
the holidays, I was reading a blog by Kathleen Morris, which provided some excellent tips on cyber safety. I hope you will find 
these useful in shaping the ways digital technologies are used in your household: 

1. Don’t Block 
2. Collaborate 
3. Be the Parent 
4. Communicate 
5. Family Media Agreement 
6. Privacy 
7. Critical Thinking 
8. Age Restrictions 
9. Balance 
10. Learn 

 

mailto:murphy.helen.c@edmail.vic.gov.au
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=N7Ns2Ycaz0S2mzzsM0pMH9zMNaKcP1FApHCKC614aihUQ0w3VDRQRTlIVkdFWFJERU9JMzRWWU9WSS4u
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Each of the above are elaborated on in Kathleen’s blog and I have attached to the newsletter a PDF of the infographic that 
you might like to print. As parents, our power as a role model cannot be underestimated and this is also true when it comes 
to screens. Cyber house rules or a family media agreement will be far less effective, if we as adults are not modelling the 
behaviours we want to develop in our children. So ask yourself, are you being eSmart? Are you demonstrating smart, safe 
and responsible use of digital technologies for your children? 
  

Once again, your feedback and ideas for future articles are both encouraged and welcomed. You can use the QR code or link 
at the top of the article to let me know you’ve read it.  

 
 
 
 
 
Julie Hall 
eSmart Co-ordinator 

hall.julie.j1@edumail.vic.gov.au  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.kathleenamorris.com/2017/12/04/working-with-families-10-internet-safety-tips-parents/%20-
mailto:hall.julie.j1@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Community Information 
Thank You 
 

A big thank you to Bradd Taylor for renovating our Pirate Ship 
over January.  What a magnificent job he has done in ensuring 
it remains safe for the students to play on, with many of them 
commenting that it looks brand new.  Bradd was supported by 
other members of the VPS community including the Govenlock 
Family, Jason Retchford and Bradd’s employee Peter.  We are 
very grateful to you all. 
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INSTRUMENTAL LESSON REQUEST  
Vermont Primary School 

2019 

Please return form to Mr Fraser in the Music Room or your child’s classroom teacher 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The school currently offers instrumental lessons for the following instruments: Piano, Violin, Guitar, Drums, Flute, 
Bass Guitar, and Ukulele. This year we have are hoping to add saxophone and brass (trumpet, French horn etc) to 
that list. We have a very talented teacher lined up to teach in this area should you be interested. Prices for each 
instrument may vary depending on which instrument you select. Once Mr Fraser receives this form, he will pass 
your details on to the appropriate teacher to contact you directly and give you more information regarding lessons 
such as prices and potential lesson times as these details may vary depending on which instrument you select. The 
school reserves the right to turn down a request if the student is behind the standard in the areas of literacy and 
numeracy.          

 
 

Name of Student:    ________________________________________         
 
Class: ____________ 
 
Instrument Interested in Learning: ____________________________  
 
Name of Parent: ___________________________________________ 
 
Email: ____________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: _________________________________ 
 
 
Comment (if required): 

 ________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwi83uXs9pjgAhVPbysKHedlCtcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://openclipart.org/tags/trumpet&psig=AOvVaw275bOZgp6BOt1k8_Zlhjtr&ust=1549055257973048
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiX_9vE9pjgAhXXfisKHR5HBj0QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=/url?sa%3Di%26rct%3Dj%26q%3D%26esrc%3Ds%26source%3Dimages%26cd%3D%26ved%3D%26url%3Dhttps://www.gograph.com/vector-clip-art/tenor-saxophone.html%26psig%3DAOvVaw0QH7A0qK2Hlq-tYlpQbgDB%26ust%3D1549055218000044&psig=AOvVaw0QH7A0qK2Hlq-tYlpQbgDB&ust=1549055218000044
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjV_9ut-ZjgAhVEbysKHfA2AEEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://worldartsme.com/skull-guitar-clipart.html&psig=AOvVaw2T8jszKJpmdjgLdOQ8dlCy&ust=1549055957876295
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjVz5TK-ZjgAhXWAnIKHU0WCBsQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.google.com.au/url?sa%3Di%26rct%3Dj%26q%3D%26esrc%3Ds%26source%3Dimages%26cd%3D%26ved%3D%26url%3Dhttp://worldartsme.com/piano-cartoon-clipart.html%26psig%3DAOvVaw1mJPFsQHPF1yvrLwhOmdlp%26ust%3D1549056015303821&psig=AOvVaw1mJPFsQHPF1yvrLwhOmdlp&ust=1549056015303821


9 
 

School Music Groups 
 
 

ORCHESTRA 
 
When: Tuesday Lunchtimes (1:10-1:40pm) & Thursday Session 7 (2:50-3:30pm)    
Where: Music Room  
Who: Students Yr1-6 (students must be able to read music – Approx Grade 2 AMEB) 
 
The School Orchestra is open all students. However, students must already know how to play their instrument and read music. 
We rehearse twice a week – Tuesday for the first half of lunch & Thursday Session 7. Most of the pieces that we play are 
between a Grade 1-3 AMEB standard. Speak to Mr Fraser if you are interested in joining or simply come along to the first 
rehearsal this year.  
 
The first rehearsal for the year will be on Tuesday 12th February (Week 3) 
 
 

CHOIR 
 
When: Every Wednesday (starting from Wednesday 13th Feb)    
Time: Lunch Time (1:10pm-1:40pm)  
Where: Music Room  
Who: Students Yr1-6 
 
The School Choir is open to all students from Yr1-6. We rehearse once a week on a Wednesday for the first half of lunchtime. 
The Choir performs at school events such as assemblies, the annual Soiree Concert, Grandparents Day or our annual ANZAC 
Day Memorial Service. See Mr Fraser if you are interested in joining or simpy come along to our first rehearsal.  
 
The first rehearsal for the year will be on Wednesday 13th February (Week 3)  
 
 

ROCK BAND AUDITIONS 
 
When: Monday 19th February (Week 4)   
Time: Lunch Time (1:10pm)  
Where: Music Room  
Who: Students Yr3-6 
 
The School has had a Rock Band Program for several years now. Previously an external company has run the Rock Band 
Program on a user pay basis. The school now runs the Rock Band internally and it is free of charge.  
 
Students from Years 3-6 may audition for the Rock Band. After the audition process, the Rock Band will rehearse on Monday 
lunchtimes in the Music Room.    
 
The results of the audition (who made the band) will be posted on the music room door Friday 22nd February and the first 
rehearsal will be on Monday 25th February (Week 5). 
 

(Mr Fraser will be more than happy to provide individual feedback to students who auditioned as well) 

 



10 
 

  



11 
 

  



12 
 

 

 

  



13 
 

  



14 
 

  



15 
 

 

 


