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School Council

Principal:
Robin Stickland
Assistant Principals:
Joy Cook and Helen Murphy

What’s On?
February 2019
20
Yr 5 Transition Info
Night
21
Parents and Literacy 2
22
Foundation Picnic
28
Second hand Uniform
Sale
March 2019
1
Whole School Photos
5
Resilience Project
Student Incursion
6
Parents with English as
a second language
support (PEAL)
7
House Athletics Yr 3-6
11
Public Holiday
13
GRIPP Student Leaders
14
Yr 5/6 First Aid
17
Family Working Bee
20
Resilience Project
Parent Evening
7pm–8.30pm
22
House XCountry
28
State NAPLAN Practice
30
150 Gala Ball 7pm
April 2019
1
Parent/Teaching
Meetings
2
Parent/Teacher
Meetings

The 2019 Vermont Primary School Council elections have been finalised.
Congratulations and thank you to the members of our school community who have
nominated or re-nominated for Vermont Primary School Council.
The elected members for 2019 – 2020 are:





Andrew Wastie
Jasminder Grewal
Nick Beckett
Kate Coghlan

They join existing members:









Joy Cook
Sharon Govenlock
Nic Hughan
Erika Hill
Ranga Fernando
Helen Murphy
Robin Stickland
Di McLennan

Vermont Primary School Council looks forward to a productive and enjoyable year
serving our students and community during 2019. All School Council meetings are
open for parents to attend. If you wish to attend please watch for time and date in the
Newsletter, you would be warmly welcomed.
Congratulations
Congratulations to Helen Murphy who is currently completing the Unlocking Principal
Potential Graduate Certificate through Monash University/BASTOW. For the next 2
weeks, Helen will be completing her Principal Internship at Southern Cross Primary
School in Endeavour Hills. During this time Jacci Strachan will be replacing Helen and
we welcome Nicole Walsh into 4JS.
Victorian Student Number
The Victorian Student Number (VSN) is a student identification number that will be
assigned by the Department to all students in government and non-government
schools. The number, which is unique to each student, will be used as a key identifier
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on a student’s school records, and will remain with the student throughout his or her education, until reaching the age of 25.
The VSN system provides the capability to accurately detect patterns of student movement through, and departure from, the
Victorian education system.
Strategic Plan
This year sees the final year of implementation of the current Vermont Primary School Strategic Plan that has set the
direction of our school from 2016 to 2019. The initiatives are:



Mathematics
English

Our work towards our goals will be evaluated this year and form the basis of a new vision and direction for the school. This
will reflect the community values and the needs of our students and teaching and learning programs. Next term, our
community and our School Council will have input into the evaluation and new vision for the Vermont Primary School
Strategic Plan 2020 - 2023.
Early Arrival at School - Reminder
Please note that teachers are not on duty at school until 8.45am – children arriving before this time should be attending our
Before School Care Program. We have noted some children arriving at school, and being left unsupervised by parents, from
around 8.00am – this is far too early. We cannot guarantee, or be responsible, for the welfare and safety of children left in
the school grounds alone. We realize that some children are very keen to get to school and have time to see their friends
before lessons, however, it is not safe to leave children alone – teachers have meetings before school and spend time in
classroom preparation and are not required to be on duty in the school grounds before 8.45am. There are two teachers on
duty in the school grounds at all times as well as two designated teachers in the Reserve. Joy Cook and I are involved in yard
duty before and after school as extra duty teachers. Teachers carry first aid kits and mobile phones so that we can contact
the office if a child needs urgent first aid or help. We also have special ‘soft-fall’ mulch under out play equipment that is
regularly checked and ‘topped up’ minimising injuries due to falls. We are all very aware of the safety concerns and care very
much that children are able to play safely and in a friendly way at school. If you see anything that you believe could be
unsafe for our students please let us know ASAP.
Personal Goods brought to School at Owner's Risk
Personal property is often brought to school by students, staff and visitors. This can include mobile phones, calculators, toys,
sporting equipment and cars parked on school premises. The Department of Education does not hold insurance for personal
property brought to schools and it has no capacity to pay for any loss or damage to such property. We discourage everyone
from bringing any unnecessary or particularly valuable items to school.
Vermont a No Bully Zone
Vermont Primary School is a safe and happy place to be. We are told this by many of our parents and visitors. We promote
healthy relationships where everyone is valued and accepted and we do not tolerate bullying in any form. We believe that
classrooms are a place where everyone has the right to learn and the responsibility to play a part in creating a supportive,
enjoyable learning environment. As the school year begins, all classes set goals for positive relationships and the
development of a strong sense of responsibility and community. This is reinforced by class circle time sessions. In circle time,
students in all classrooms have an opportunity to discuss social issues that may arise. They are encouraged to problem solve
and support each other and to use issues to build stronger relationships. Bullying and associated behaviours are discussed in
this context in the classroom at several points through the school year. All breaches of expected behaviour have a very clear
procedure and consequences that aim to maximise the learning for all parties.
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Helping Your Children With Mathematics
Parents are often inquiring as to how they can help their child at home with their mathematical understanding.
The suggestions below have been prepared by staff at the Australian Catholic University as a guide for parents in helping their
children in mathematics.
 Building on success is important. Create the impression that being successful in mathematics is desirable. Reward effort
and try not to criticise errors.
 People learn, not so much by being told things, as by working things out for themselves and linking new ideas to ideas that
they already have. You can help by asking children questions, letting them work out answers for themselves, and then
discussing their answers with them.
 Children need time to think and time to answer. When asking your children questions or talking to them about
mathematics, give them time. Be patient. Wait for them to answer. Also, explain to older children that they need to give
younger children time to answer questions, rather than always answering for them.
 Encourage children to talk. Talking about mathematics is an effective way of learning and the family is one of the best
places to talk, especially when the mathematical situation arises naturally.
 Use mathematical words when you describe things. For example, instead of saying “the big red bucket,” you might say
“the 10 litre bucket”. Instead of saying “the large packet of rice,” you might say “the 2kg packet of rice”. In this way, children
get to hear quantities being stated as an everyday way of describing things.
 There is no hurry. Children develop their mathematical skills gradually and there is no urgency about developing any
particular skill. On the other hand, neither can all of the skills wait until the end of their schooling. It is necessary to work
progressively on helping them to learn mathematics. In other words, start now, but there is no particular need to accelerate
your child's development.
 Help your child's teacher. Your child's teacher is vitally interested in your child's mathematical development. Talk to the
teacher about how your child is going in mathematics and find out whether there are any ways you can help your child.
Supporting teachers if they recommend any homework or home-based activities is highly desirable.

Engagement and Wellbeing
Student Leaders
Hi, my name is Grace B and I am one of your Peer Mediator Captains this year. I love reading and spending
time with my family and friends. My favourite subjects at school are English, Maths, Art and Sport. I also
enjoy dance, and playing netball and tennis. If you have any questions or concerns regarding Peer Mediation,
please feel free to come up and ask me any time throughout the year.

Hi, I’m Chloe S and I am one of the Peer Mediator Captains for 2019. I am super excited about becoming a
peer mediator and am looking forward to getting to know other students and teachers really well! I enjoy
playing netball and catching up with friends. My favourite subjects are Art and P.E.
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From the Chaplain
New Year Resolutions
It is around this time of year that we begin to realise that our New Year’s resolutions are perhaps a little more difficult to
maintain that we had hoped they would be. In fact statistically, many people give up just two and a half weeks into the year.
If we survive January, we often find when February comes around and the kids go back to school, it is the last thing we feel
like doing. We move back into the business and craziness of life and we give up. If you are feeling like you want to throw the
towel in, don’t worry, you are not alone! It is traditionally a hard month to stay motivated. So if you have resolved to change
an undesired behavior this year, or if you are trying to improve your life and health, why not try and focus your time on
setting some S.M.A.R.T. goals instead of resolutions. (Specific, Measurable, Actionable, Realistic and Time-Bound.)
Here are some tips that can help you accomplish them:
Be Specific – Instead of saying “I want to get fit and healthy this year”, set a specific goal. For example, “I want to do From
the Couch to 5K this year.” Or instead of saying “I want to spend more time with my family”, try something like “I will set
aside one night a week for a family games night.”
Make it Measurable – It’s important to keep track of your progress and see how far you’ve come, especially if you feel like
you’ve not done as well as you hoped. Settings goals comes hand in hand with keeping track of whatever it is you want to
improve (Finances? Healthy eating? Exercise?). Use a diary or even a spreadsheet to track progress. Want to go even further
than that? Get yourself an accountability partner. We all have that one friend who is more disciplined than us right?
Actionable and Realistic – Remember to be kind to yourself when setting goals. It is not going to work if your goal is to
smash out a marathon and your doctor has said you are not to run on that knee. Try not to set yourself up to fail. Don’t
forget that there will always be goals that are harder to achieve than others, and the big targets are sometimes daunting.
You end up procrastinating because you can’t face tacking them or even start thinking about them. If you break big goals into
tiny baby steps, the work will get done, one day at a time. But keep them realistic.
Put a Time Frame around it – Give each goal a deadline. Put a date next to it. You will find that if there is a finishing line in
sight it will keep you motivated. Write it in your diary and on your family calendar and the visual cue will help you cross over
that finishing line with success.
Setting goals is important in life. It gives us focus, allows us to make progress, but most importantly it helps us to believe in
ourselves.
“A goal should scare you a little, and excite you a lot!” – Joe Vitale
Carly Cassidy – Chaplain [ cassidy.carly.n@edumail.vic.gov.au ]
Pastoral Care for the VPS Community, available Tuesdays and Wednesdays
House Points
Congratulations to Terrara for achieving 1st place in the House Points for the fortnight. The results are as follows:

Fortnight

Yearly

Terrara
140.63
1st

Cantley
94.39
3rd

Nurlendi
133.25
2nd

Canterbury
80.62
4th

140.63
1st

94.39
3rd

133.25
2nd

80.62
4th
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Vermont Primary School Curriculum
Level Information Handbooks 2019
The Level Handbooks for 2019 were made available on Monday 18th Febuary on the school’s website. An email has been
sent notifying all parents. In the meantime if you have any questions please contact your child’s teacher directly.
Academic Meetings
Term One Academic Meetings will be held on Monday 1st April and Tuesday 2nd April from 3.45pm to 8.30pm. If you have
not yet done so, please log into Sentral to book a time to meet with your child’s teacher.
Booking an Appointment to see a Specialist Teacher
As there are limited spaces available to meet with the specialist teachers, please book a time if you are concerned about
their progress or have any questions the classroom teacher is unable to answer about your child.
Please email the Specialist Teachers directly with 3 or 4 times you are available, if you would like to meet with them. You are
also welcome to email them if you have any questions or concerns that can be answered with a reply.

Subject
Sport

Teacher

Classes

Email contact details

Clinton Walsh

All classes except 0HT and
0BM

walsh.clinton.cw@edumail.vic.gov.au

Alisha Tarenidis

0HT and 0BM

tarenidis.Alisha.J@edumail.vic.gov.au

Travis Fraser

All classes except 1MG and
1SB

fraser.travis.t@edumail.vic.gov.au

Peta Jenkin

1MG and 1SB

jenkin.peta.p@edumail.vic.gov.au

Christine
Mulvany

All classes

mulvany.christine.l@edumail.vic.gov.au

Meredith
Simpson

Term 3 and 4 Only

simpson.meredith.k@edumail.vic.gov.au

Indonesian

Yvonne Smith

All Years

smith.yvonne.h@edumail.vic.gov.au

Digitech

Julie Hall

Year 1, 2DW, Year 3, Year 4,
Year 5 and Year 6

hall.julie.j1@edumail.vic.gov.au

Alisha Tarenidis

2LS, 2PS and 2KJ

tarenidis.Alisha.J@edumail.vic.gov.au

Peta Jenkin

Foundation

jenkin.peta.p@edumail.vic.gov.au

Music

Art

We look forward to meeting with you; please do not hesitate to contact your child’s teacher before this date if you have any
questions or concerns.
House Swimming Carnival
Once again the start of the school year has been extremely busy and exciting in Physical Education.
This year’s swimming carnival season commenced with great anticipation with 120 eager Vermont Primary School students
participating in our school swimming trials on Tuesday 12th February at Aquanation Ringwood.
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Students had the opportunity to compete in the individual 50m freestyle, backstroke, breaststroke and butterfly events. At
the completion of our school trials, a team of 26 students were selected to represent Vermont Primary School at the
Nunawading District Swimming Carnival. I would like to thank all students for their outstanding behaviour at the pool.
VPS District Swimming Champions 2019
Congratulations to the Grade 3, 4, 5 and 6 students who represented Vermont Primary School at the Nunawading District
Swimming Carnival on Monday 18th February. The children swam with great enthusiasm and displayed wonderful
sportsmanship with many students achieving personal bests on the day.
I’m extremely pleased to inform the school community that Vermont Primary School are this year’s Nunawading District
Swimming Champions! The students should be extremely proud of their performance!
Thank you to all of the parents and teachers who came along to support the children and help them prepare for their events.
I would like to congratulate the following students who have qualified to represent our school at the Whitehorse Division
Swimming Carnival on Monday 4th March at Aquanation Ringwood.
Student
Hamish H
Harry G
Dakota S
Vincy X
Max S
Will S
Sahlia W
Summer Z
Alfred Z
Jojo G

Individual Events
Boys 10 years 50m Backstroke
Boys 10 years 50m Freestyle
Boys 10 years 50m Butterfly
Boys 10 years 50m Breaststroke
Girls 10 years 50m Breaststroke
Girls 10 years 50m Butterfly
Boys 11 years 50m Freestyle
Boys 11 years 50m Breaststroke
Boys 11 years 50m Butterfly
Girls 11 years 50m Breaststroke
Girls 11 years 50m Butterfly
Girls 11 years 50m Backstroke
Boys 12 years 50m Breaststroke
Girls 12 years 50m Backstroke
Girls 12 years 50m Freestyle

District Result
1st
2nd
1st
2nd
2nd
1st
1st
1st
1st
1st
1st
2nd
2nd
1st
2nd

Freestyle Relays 4 x 50m
Hamish H, Oscar W, Shaui Lin, Harry G
Abbie W, Isabel A, Vincy X, Sophie F
Will S, Max S, Barry J, Max R
Sahlia W, Summer Z, Ella I, Hannah R
Annika T, Jojo G, Cherry S, Hancy W

Boys 10 years
Girls 10 years
Boys 11 years
Girls 11 years
Girls 12 years

2nd
2nd
1st
1st
2nd

Open Medley Relay
Alex W,Alfred Z, Will S, Max S
Sahlia W, Summer Z, Jojo G, Annika T

Boys 12 years
Girls 12 years

2nd
2nd
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Vermont Primary School
2019 Parents and Literacy (PAL)
Thank you to the parents that attended the Reading session of our Parents and Literacy program. We are sure that you went
home full of knowledge and are eagerly listening and guiding your children with their reading. The Writing session is on
Thursday the 21st of February. A reminder that you need to attend both sessions to receive a certificate and qualify for the
classroom. We look forward to seeing you again soon.
Vermont Primary School
2019 Parents with English As a Second Language (PEAL)
In addition to the Parents and Literacy Program, this year we are very pleased to offer an opportunity to attend another
information session on Wednesday 6th of March to support students and Parents with English as A Second Language (PEAL).
Areas that will be covered include:
 What you can do to help develop their understanding of English,
 The importance of communication with the school i.e. whole school newsletter, Sentral, QKR, Level Newsletters, emails,
school office, meetings with teachers etc.,
 Navigating Sentral and QKR,
 Opportunities to get involved in school life, e.g. Community Network, 150th Birthday Celebrations, Footy Finals Fever day,
Icy Pole days, performances at assembly, multicultural days etc.,
 Opportunities for questions to clarify events, terminology or programs at VPS. There will be translators present –
please contact the Office if you wish to request a language.
This opportunity is open to all our families and will be held in the Vermont Primary School’s Staff Room on: Wednesday the
6th of March 6:30pm – 8:00pm If you are interested in attending this session, can you please complete the form included
in this newsletter and return it to your child’s classroom teacher by the 27th of February.
If you have any queries, please contact Jacci Strachan or Dianna Fuller at Vermont Primary School.
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Each year at Vermont Primary School we offer a program called ‘Parents and Literacy’ (PAL). PAL is offered to all parents
who would like to help in the classroom, particularly listening to the children read, and support their child’s learning at
home. In 2019, PAL is taking place on Thursday 14th February and Thursday 21st February. Please refer to separate notice in
recent Whole School Newsletters.

This year we are offering a third session on Wednesday 6th of March to support students and Parents with English as A
Second Language (PEAL). Areas that will be covered include:
 What you can do to help develop their understanding of English,
 The importance of communication with the school i.e. whole school newsletter, Sentral, QKR, Level Newsletters,
emails, school office, meetings with teachers etc.,
 Navigating Sentral and QKR,
 Opportunities to get involved in school life, e.g. Community Network, 150th Birthday Celebrations, Footy Finals Fever
day, Icy Pole days, performances at assembly, multicultural days etc.,
 Opportunities for questions to clarify events, terminology or programs at VPS. There will be translators present –
please contact the Office if you wish to request a language.
This opportunity is open to all our families and will be held in the Vermont Primary School’s Staff Room on: Wednesday the
6th of March 6:30pm – 8:00pm
To gauge numbers, please fill in the form below and return it to your child’s classroom teacher by Wednesday 27 th
February. We look forward to seeing you there.
If you have any queries, please contact Jacci Strachan or Dianna Fuller at Vermont Primary School.
Vermont Primary School

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------(To be returned to your child’s classroom teacher by Wednesday 27th February.)
Vermont Primary School
2019 Parents with English As a Second Language (PEAL) Information and Support Night
Wednesday 6th of March

Children’s names at V.P.S

Parent/s name/s
who wish to attend

…………………………………………………………

Grade ...……..

............................................................

Grade ............

…………………………………………...……….…
……………………………………………….…

Any other items you would like us to discuss on the night, list here:
........................................................................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................................................
Thank you and we look forward to seeing you there.
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Lantern Festival
Yesterday to mark the end of Chinese New Year celebrations the students at Vermont Primary School were encouraged to
wear a touch of red. Some classes even made lanterns to celebrate the Lantern Festival.
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Community Information
SENTRAL
If you have having trouble with the Sentral App, please drop by the Office to see Helen Murphy. The issues appear to be
with the families that have been at the school for over 6 months. Sentral have streamlined the process for new families to
the school, however if you require help to register please come and see Helen. The common errors being made are the
following:
1. Parents can’t see their children details in the web Portal or the App
 A personalised registration letter containing an Access Key was sent home with your child. Please log into the
web Portal, select My Access and enter the Access Key
 Follow Option C
2. The App is not working (but you can log in)
 The App stays as a white screen with no text
o Option A – Log In and wait 20 seconds.
 Sentral are aware of this issue and are working to speed up the loading time
o Option B – If it does not load after 20 seconds, click on the 3 white lines and select portal, the portal will
open and you can view the Newsfeed. Close the portal and the App Newsfeed should appear.
o Option C – You may not have linked the App to your web portal account. Go onto the web version of
Sentral at https://sentral.vermontps.vic.edu.au/portal2/#!/login
 Click on My Access
 Select Configure App
 Select I already have an App
 Your password will prefill (if it does not, type in your APP password)
 You should get a green message to say it is linked / If you get a red message go to Option D
o Option D
 Sentral works well when you register the App with the exact same username and password as
you did when you registered for the web based Sentral Portal.
 Open the App
 If you are logged in, click on the settings clog at the bottom of the screen and log out
 At the login page, click forgot password
 Enter your email address (the email address you used to register the App in the first
place – it should be the same as your Sentral email username)
 An email will be sent to your account / open the email and click on reset password
 Type in the same password you use for the Sentral Portal
 Follow Option C and type in the password when prompted
 If you follow the steps and do not get an email to reset your password, please contact Helen
Murphy murphy.helen.c@edumail.vic.gov.au
Camps, Sorts & Excursions Fund (CSEF)
If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF in 2019. The
allowance is paid to the school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions or sporting activities for the benefit of
your child. If you applied for the CSEF at your child’s school in 2018, you do not need to compete an application form in
2019 unless there has been a change in your family circumstances. You need to complete an application form if any of the
following changes have occurred:


New student enrolments, your child has started or changed schools in 2019 or did not apply in 2018.



Changed family circumstances; such as a change of custody, change of name, concession card number, or new
siblings commencing at the school in 2019.
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Working With Children
All parents helping within the school in programs such as reading, swimming, cooking or assisting on an excursion need to
wear their Working with Children Card when involved in a program. VIT registration or police membership are also accepted,
both of these memberships have the appropriate checks to keep our students safe.
Visitors
All visitors to the school are reminded that they must report to the office and sign in each time they visit the school. This
ensures that we know who is in the school at all times should there be a need in an emergency. If your child is late to school
or leaving early it also needs to be recorded via the ipads in the school foyer.
Pink Permission Forms
Please remember on all forms to include your child’s class ie. 2PS (not just the year level). This will help the office
enormously.
Bakers Delight
Thank you to everyone who has supported our school by shopping at the Brentford
Square Bakers Delight. We receive a commission for every purchase made at this store.
Vermont Primary School’s Dough Raiser code is 884, however you don’t need the code just mention during your purchase that you are a Vermont Primary School family.
The Bakers Delight at Brentford Square is now open until 8.00pm each night.
The Dough Raiser Program earned us $68.27 in Term 4 2018.
Lego Club
Lego Club is starting again next week! It runs every Friday at lunchtime in the Learning Centre and is open to students from
all year levels. The club allows students to socialise and play with students of all ages. It also promotes important skills such
as construction, imaginative play and sharing. Everyone is welcome to come and build, invent and play!
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INSTRUMENTAL LESSON REQUEST
Vermont Primary School
2019

The school currently offers instrumental lessons for the following instruments: Piano, Violin, Guitar, Drums, Flute,
Bass Guitar, and Ukulele. This year we have are hoping to add saxophone and brass (trumpet, French horn etc) to
that list. We have a very talented teacher lined up to teach in this area should you be interested. Prices for each
instrument may vary depending on which instrument you select. Once Mr Fraser receives this form, he will pass
your details on to the appropriate teacher to contact you directly and give you more information regarding lessons
such as prices and potential lesson times as these details may vary depending on which instrument you select. The
school reserves the right to turn down a request if the student is behind the standard in the areas of literacy and
numeracy.

Name of Student: ________________________________________
Class: ____________
Instrument Interested in Learning: ____________________________
Name of Parent: ___________________________________________
Email: ____________________________________________________
Phone: _________________________________

Comment (if required):
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
Please return form to Mr Fraser in the Music Room or your child’s classroom teacher
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