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Principal’s Report
School Review

Principal:
Robin Stickland
Assistant Principals:
Joy Cook and Helen Murphy

What’s On?
March 2019
20
Resilience Project
Parent Evening
7pm–8.30pm
22
House XCountry
25
Harmony Day
28
State NAPLAN Practice
2nd Hand Uniform Sale
30
150 Gala Ball 7pm
April 2019
1
Parent/Teaching
Meetings
2
Parent/Teacher
Meetings
4
Hot Cross Bun Day
5
Last Day of Term
2.30pm finish time
23
First Day of Term 2
25
ANZAC Day – no school
29
Swimming Program
Commences Grades 1
&2

In the last fortnight, we have been busy consulting with the students, parents and teachers in
preparation for our School Review. Thank you to the parents who took the time to complete
the survey, with several families taking the opportunity to congratulate and thank the staff for
the many learning and extracurricular programs offered at the school. It was wonderful to
read those comments along the insightful suggestions for improvement. Some of the themes
were a rebuild of the North and South Buildings, rebuilding the student toilets and ongoing
support for the Resilience Project being implemented at the school.
The Foundation to Year 3 students are happy that the teachers are kind, enjoy the Foundation
Playground and particularly like to play outside with their friends. The Year 3 to 6 students
suggested building new toilet facilities, having more drinking taps, having more shelter from
the sun and increasing the amount of time they spend in Sport. The main highlights for the last
4 years were the Year 3 to 6 School Production, the improvement to the grounds in preparation
for our 150th celebration, enhancing the Foundation to Year 2 Literacy Program and achieving
the Alannah and Madeline Foundation eSmart Accreditation, recognising how hard the school
has worked to keep all the students safe.
Child Safety
The Child Safe Standards are compulsory minimum standards for all organisations that provide
services to children including Victorian schools. The aim of the Standards is to ensure
organisations are well prepared to protect children from abuse and neglect. The School Council
has recently reviewed the VPS policies and procedures to ensure that we, as a school, are
keeping our children safe and adhering to the standards. For information about how Vermont
Primary keeps your child safe, please refer to the website
at
http://www.vermontps.vic.edu.au/childsafetystandards/
Joy Cook is the Wellbeing Officer at Vermont Primary School. If you have any concerns about
the safety of a child in our community, please make contact with Joy Cook. You can also contact
myself or Helen Murphy if Joy is unavailable.
School Ball – 150th Celebration
The School Ball is taking place on Saturday 30th March, if you haven’t yet booked your ticket,
please jump online at trybooking.com to do so. It will be a wonderful night of celebration as
students, teachers, staff and parents from the past and present gather to celebrate the school’s
birthday. We hope to see you all there dressed to impress!
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Engagement and Wellbeing
House Points
Congratulations to Terrara for achieving 1st place in the House Points for the fortnight. The results are as follows:

Fortnight

Yearly

Terrara
97.08
1st

Cantley
67.36
2nd

Nurlendi
60.92
3rd

Canterbury
21.45
4th

276.23
1st

210.27
3rd

232.64
2nd

152.21
4th

Meet Some of the Year 6 Captains
Hi, I’m Tharuki and I am one of your Nurlendi/Red House Captains for 2019. In my spare time, I like playing
basketball, drawing and writing stories, as well as hanging out with friends and family. My favourite subjects
in the school are Writing and Sport. I enjoy being part of the 2019 Captains and look forward to helping the
school during its 150th birthday celebrations. I am a very friendly and caring person so if you have any
problems in the school yard, please come and talk to me! I would love to help you in any way I can.
Hi, I’m Max S and I am your male Nurlendi House Captain for 2019. I enjoy playing sports and playing outside
with my friends. I barrack for Carlton in the AFL. My favourite subjects at school are Sport and Digitech. I am
excited to collect and announce the House Points at Assembly and to come up with a chat for the House. I am
friendly and funny and enthusiastic.

Hi, I am Samantha A and I am your 2019 Sports Captain. I am looking forward to an amazing year and I am
honoured to represent Vermont Primary School. As a Sports Captain, I help Mr Walsh set up Sport and I also
help with the Assemblies.

Hello, my name is Will C and I am the Blue House Sports Captain for 2019. I love sport and I play football and
cricket. I particularly like playing cricket! My favourite subjects at school are Sport, Science and Maths. I am
looking forward to helping the school for its 150th year celebrations. I am going to help my peers and attend
meetings. I will be a great role model as I am kind and generous, respectful and responsible. I make good
choices and care for others and I look forward to a great year as Cantley Sports Captain.

Hi, I am Will S and I am your Canterbury Sports Captain for this year. I love playing sport outside or in the
playground. This year I am excited to be helping Mr Walsh set up sports events and encourage lots of kids to
enjoy playing sport. I’m looking forward to giving back to our incredible school that has helped me so much
over the years. If you need help, please don’t hesitate to come and talk to me.

Hi, I am Tess H and I am your Terrara Sport Captain. Sport is my favourite subject so when I found out I was
the Terrara Sport Captain, I was super excited and immediately started thinking about different things I could
help partake in, like the teachers versus students versus parents’ relay race at the House Athletics Day and
many other tasks. I love helping Mr. Walsh or any of the Sport Teachers get activities set up whether it’s for
younger kids or just for my own year level. I’m so excited for the year ahead! I love playing outside with my
friends, and I also love Art. I am organised and very approachable so feel free to say hi if you see me in the
school yard.
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Student of the Month
On Monday, we were proud to award our next round of certificates to children who have demonstrated the Vermont
Primary School value: “To Care”. Teachers have continued to look for students showing this value either in the classroom or
in the school yard.
Foundation
0AB – Jenna Z

0BM – Daniel W

0HT – Hailey F

0NL – Tommy L

0RM – Amelie F

Year 1
1AP – Lucas R

1JR – Noa T

1MG – Careena W

1SB – Neal Q

Year 2
2DW – Mischa S

2KJ – Logan L

2LS – Kagen Y

2PS – Mahima S

Year 3
3CQ – Claire B

3KY – Mia X

3RC – Kate C

3RF – Aaisha P

Year 4
4AM – Toby F

4JH – Armaan S

4JS – Madhav J

4SD – Kaelyn F

Year 5
5AS – Will S

5GP – Cooper L

5KM – Caleb N

5PA – Amy K

Year 6
6AW – Olivia H

6BP – Jeth W

6JS – William C

6ZA – Cynthia T

Specialist Areas
Art

Digital Technologies

Music

L.O.T.E.

Art

Aaron H

Maladh B

Terry W

Kristy W

William Z

Congratulations to the following students who received a Student of the Month award for March!

Momo Challenge
Use this QR code or CLICK HERE to let us know you have read the article!
I would like to thank one of my Year 6 students who shared her concerns about the Momo Challenge and how others needed
to know about it. This was a great example of caring for our community and wanting to ensure everyone was being eSmart.
The Momo Challenge is similar to a chain letter (from the olden days as my boys would put it). The message is predominantly
being shared through social media and Whatsapp. A disturbing picture is included and the recipient encouraged to perform
potentially harmful acts. After researching further, I discovered that the biggest problem with the Momo Challenge was the
parental response to it – panic! This caused people to rush to social media to warn others.
Rather than joining the hype and panic, it is better to focus on how to deal with these chain messages in a smart, safe and
responsible manner in order to better protect your child.
1. Set up devices and apps to ensure security and privacy settings are high
2. Be engaged with what your child is doing
3. Discuss what to do if they see something upsetting online – part of our acceptable use agreement at school is that
students are asked to close the window, screen and then tell a trusted adult
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4. Remind them to question what they read – is this real?
As always I would love to hear from you – had you heard of the Momo Challenge? You can use the QR code or link at the top
of the article to let me know you have read it.
Julie Hall
eSmart Co-ordinator (hall.julie.j1@edumail.vic.gov.au)

Vermont Primary School Curriculum
Cultural Diversity Celebrations 2019
On Monday the 25th March we will celebrate Cultural Diversity Day at Vermont
Primary School. Students are invited to come to school wearing clothing that
represents their cultural identity. In the stadium at 9am we will hold a whole
school presentation which will involve student presentations, the choir singing a
song and all the students participating in a parade to show off their costumes.
If you would like your child to perform a dance or song from their cultural
heritage to contribute to this celebration please contact Bu Smith, Indonesian
teacher at Vermont Primary School. Throughout the day all our students will
participate in an English lesson that is planned around the topic of Cultural
Diversity. Sharing our cultural diversity at school with friends, creates an
environment of unity, understanding, mutual respect and harmony.
We look forward to celebrating our Multi -Cultural Day with our school community on Monday 25th of March. Parents and
grandparents are welcome to dress up on this day too.
Bu Smith - Indonesian teacher. Vermont Primary School.
Level 2 Literacy News
An important part of every student’s day at VPS is their morning Silent Reading time. This time gives the students a chance to
quietly settle into their day and enjoy reading a text to themselves. Students are then encouraged each night to take their
book home to be read to someone else.
In Level 2, the students have been investigating their texts by exploring different types of questions that can be asked and
answered by reading a story. These questions include:
Literal questions – the answers can be directly found in the text
Inferential questions – the answers can be implied from the text’s meaning
Applied questions – students apply prior knowledge to answer questions in the text
Vocabulary questions – students answer questions about word meaning
Here are some photos of students from 2DW enjoying their Silent Reading time this
week…
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Community Information
Cooling in the Stadium
On Wednesday and Thursday of last week, large fans were installed in the school stadium. The funds
used to pay for the installation were a direct result of many fundraising events that have occurred at
the school for the last few years. We thank you for your support and patience in waiting for the
installation of the fans, they are going to be a huge asset to the Stadium and will hopefully improve the
airflow on hot days. A huge thank you to Nic Hughan and Jacquie Butler for their assistance in finding
the perfect fan solution for our stadium.

Update on the School Oval Project
Currently, the plans to renovate and upgrade the school’s oval are still awaiting approval from the Department of Education.
We are hoping that works will commence immediately after our school’s fete on Saturday 19 th October. We will keep you
updated if there are any changes to this plan and are eagerly awaiting for the project to commence. We thank the whole
school community for their patience, financial support through previous fundraising events and input into this project.
School Working Bee
Beautiful sunny skies greeted us for the first Working Bee of the school year last Sunday. A healthy turnout of enthusiastic
families arrived in the morning to help with a number of jobs in the school’s gardens and play areas. Some of the important
work completed on the day included:
 Clearing the garden beds in the eating area before laying new rocks and pebbles
 Planting new greenery in the front entrance area of the school
 Clearing the drainage gutters in the front play area of the school and in front of the library
 Removing and cutting back some plants outside the library
 Spreading mulch around the staff car park area
A huge thanks is extended to all of those who attended this working bee and helped in efficiently completing so much
fantastic work in such a short amount of time. Everybody had earned their hot dogs by the working bee’s conclusion!
The next working bee will take place towards the end of Term 2.
Paul Souter – Working Bee coordinator

Walkathon
What a day! Thanks to all the volunteers! All your hard work ensured everything ran smoothly,
even in spite of the weather! I hope everyone has managed to have a hot shower and isn't still
sitting with wet feet like I am 😉
Even with the rain, the student's enthusiasm and excitement was amazing - this was demonstrated by the fact that
whenever they heard there was only 5mins to go, they all seemed to gain another burst of energy and with 2 mins to go,
started sprinting for the line so that one more lap could be counted!
5

Thank you to Sharon Govenlock who has coordinated everything at school for me. From approvals with School council, to
approvals with Whitehorse council, to making sure the sprinklers didn't turn on the oval this morning! & checking in with the
office staff & teachers and me - I couldn't have done it without her!
Big thanks to Kate Yates who coordinated the teachers & sent out all my communication so efficiently. She helped gather
student helpers & she even did all the number crunching for me this afternoon!
Thank you Sean Bell for coming along to talk to the students, jog with them and promote his charities. The students were
thrilled to see & meet him. There were several photos and videos taken that will be used promote further fundraising
efforts. & thanks to Gill Prentice who organised his appearance (& the Grade 6 helpers).
Thank you to the office staff who sent Sentral and Flexibuzz notices, ordered stationery, processed payments (& probably
several other things I am unaware of). Also to Karen & Sally who preempted parental concerns after the rains & sent extra
messages to keep everyone assured that their children would be well looked after.
Thank you to all staff and students for participating so enthusiastically (even when the weather turned against us)!
I hope I haven't forgotten anyone.
The results and they are as follows:
Total Laps Complete:
Canterbury: 1742
Cantley: 1626
Nurlendi: 1598
Terrara: 1605
Gives a grand school total of 6571 TOTAL LAPS!!!
= 2,299,850 metres = 2,299 km = 3,017,060 steps!
School average of 9.17 laps per student!
Penny D on behalf of Community Network

Resilience Project
Level 4 students attended Martin's talk recently and we loved his passion, exuberance and general love of life. He told us
stories about different people he had met and worked with and it helped us get some perspective on our own situations and
start to realise that sometimes when we are upset because the internet has gone off, there are people who are worse off.
We really need to stop and take stock and be grateful for what we do have.
In class, we have started working through our own journals, looking at character strengths. We have looked at strengths in
famous people and also in ourselves. Recently the Year 6 leaders went to the GRIP Conference where they we looking at
strengths of people who are leaders.
We look forward to continuing our Resilience Project journey and creating a common language amongst our peers and
teachers where we all can build in character, resilience and learn to be happy with what we have around us daily.
Camps, Sorts & Excursions Fund (CSEF)
If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF in 2019. The
allowance is paid to the school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions or sporting activities for the benefit of
your child. If you applied for the CSEF at your child’s school in 2018, you do not need to compete an application form in
2019 unless there has been a change in your family circumstances. You need to complete an application form if any of the
following changes have occurred:
6




New student enrolments, your child has started or changed schools in 2019 or did not apply in 2018.
Changed family circumstances; such as a change of custody, change of name, concession card number, or new
siblings commencing at the school in 2019.

House Swimming Age Champions
VERMONT PS --- Nunawading District --- Whitehorse Division --- Eastern Region --- State

To select a team to represent Vermont Primary School in this year’s Nunawading District Swimming Carnival, we
held our school swimming trials at Aquanation Ringwood on Tuesday 12th February from 10.00am – 1.30pm. All
students had the opportunity to compete in the individual 50m Freestyle, Backstroke, Breaststroke and Butterfly
events.
I would like to congratulate this year’s House Swimming Age Champions:
9 Year Girls.
10 Year Girls.
11 Year Girls.
12 Year Girls.

Vincy X
Abbie W
Sahlia W
Annika T

9 Year Boys.
10 Year Boys.
11 Year Boys.
12 Year Boys.

Hamish H
Oscar W and Harry G
Will S
Alex P and Alfred Z

Whitehorse Division and Eastern Region Swimming Championships
Vermont PS --- Nunawading District --- WHITEHORSE DIVISION --- EASTERN REGION --- State
The School Sport Victoria Swimming pathway continued on Monday 4th March with 24 students from Vermont Primary
School competing in the Whitehorse Division Swimming Championships at Aquanation Ringwood. As a school community
we should be extremely proud of our swimming team and their outstanding results. Thank you to all of the parents and
teachers who came along to support the children and help them prepare for their events.
I would like to congratulate the students who qualified and represented our school at the Eastern Region Swimming
Championships on Friday 15th March at Aquanation Ringwood.
Student
Annika T
Alex Puah

Individual Events
Girls 12 years 50m Butterfly
Boys 12 years 50m Butterfly

District Result
1st
2nd

Student
Sahlia W

Individual Events
Girls 11 years 50m Breaststroke
Girls 11 years 50m Butterfly
Girls 11 years 50m Backstroke

Division Result
1st
1st
2nd

Summer Z
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Will S
Jojo G

1st
2nd
2nd

Boys 11 years 50m Breaststroke
Boys 11 years 50m Butterfly
Girls 12 years 50m Backstroke

Freestyle Relays 4 x 50m
Sahlia W, Summer Z, Ella I, Hannah R
Will S, Max S, Barry J, Max R

Girls 11 years
Boys 11 years

1st
1st

Girls Open Medley Relay
Sahlia W, Summer Z, Jojo G, Annika T

Girls Open

1st

Student
Sahlia W
Will S

Individual Events
Girls 11 years 50m Breaststroke
Boys 11 years 50m Breaststroke

Region Result
1st
2nd

Girls 11 Years Freestyle Relay 4 x 50m
Sahlia W, Summer Z, Ella I, Hannah R

3rd

State Swimming Championships
Vermont PS --- Nunawading District --- Whitehorse Division --- Eastern Region --- STATE
Last week, Sahlia W won the Eastern Region Final in the Girls 11 years Individual 50m
Breaststroke.
Sahlia swam a perfect race and produced a personal best time of 42.61 seconds to become the
Eastern Region Champion.
Sahlia has now qualified for the School Sport Victoria State Championships at the Melbourne
Sports and Aquatic Centre on Wednesday 24th April 2019.
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As a school community we are extremely proud of Sahlia’s outstanding achievements and we wish her the best of luck in the
State Final.

House Athletics Carnival
During the first 6 weeks of the school year, all Grade 3 – 6 students practiced their jumping, throwing and running
techniques in preparation for the Annual House Athletics Carnival. These sessions were held on a weekly basis during
Physical Education and Friday Sport.
The House Athletics is always a busy day with every student participating in high jump, long jump, triple jump, shot put,
discus, 100m sprint, 200m sprint and 800m. Early next term, students will also be given the opportunity to compete in the
1500m and 80m hurdles which will be conducted on the Vermont Reserve.
After a long and competitive day of competition, only 1 point separated 1st and 2nd with Canterbury eventually being
crowned this year’s House Athletics Champions.
The results from the day are as follows:
1st
2nd
3rd
4th

Canterbury
Cantley
Terrara
Nurlendi

354 points
353 points
320 points
305 points

Once again, the highlight of this year’s athletics carnival was the running of the teacher, parent and student 4 x 100m relay
during the lunch break. It was an extremely competitive race with the teacher’s managing to hold off a fast finishing parent’s
team. On behalf of the school I would like to thank Mark O’Donnell, Mal Cree, Ihab Saab and Jason Seedy for being great
sports and for making this fun event possible.
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