PO Box 53 Nurlendi Road
Vermont 3133
Telephone: 9874 2511
Fax: 9872 4170
Out of School Hours Care: 0419 208 028
We aim to be nut free and rely on parents to assist us on achieving this goal.

Vermont Primary School
http:www.vermontps.vic.edu.au
vermont.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

Principal’s Report

Principal:
Robin Stickland
Assistant Principals:
Joy Cook and Helen Murphy

What’s On?
May 2019
30
Second Hand Uniform
Sale
31
L3 Puppet Incursion
2020 Foundation Tours
June
4
5
6
11
12
14
15
21
10
25
28
July
15
19
22
23
24

Open Morning – Maths
L4 Incursion
Practice Evacuation
L4 Incursion
Lego Incursion Prep
Yr 3 Camp
Lego Incursion Prep
Yr 3 Camp
L4 Sport
Working Bee
Sem. 1 Reports Home
L4 Sport
Assembly
Orchestra Workshop
Final Day 2.30pm end

First Day Term 3 9am
Orchestra Excursion
Assembly
Ski Camp
Ski Camp
Ski Camp

2019 Term Dates
Term 2: ends 28 June at 2.30pm
Term 3: 15 July to 20 September at 2.30pm
Term 4: 7 October to 20 December at 1.30pm
Parent Contact Details
Parents if your contact details (email, mobile numbers) change please contact the
school as soon as possible. If Emergency Contact details for your child have changed
please advise the office ph: 9874 2511.
Curriculum Day
Wednesday the 18th of September will be a Curriculum Day at Vermont Primary
School, no students will be at school on this day. The staff at VPS will be participating
in a Professional Development opportunity learning about current research and
methods in teaching children to write. Out of School Hours Care is available on this
day, please contact Julie DeJong directly to book a place on this day.
Congratulation School Orchestra
Congratulations to the Vermont Primary School Orchestra who recently performed
for the parents and students at Assembly. Our musicians superbly presented items
from their current program. The children involved are a credit to their families,
teachers and themselves. Well done students.
Staffing Update
Joining the teaching staff again, after the birth of her baby boy, is Katia Fabris. She
will be replacing Aly Backman who will be taking Family Leave, for the birth of her
first child, at the beginning of next Term. Katia is an experienced Prep teacher and
will be liaising and working with Aly to ensure that the transition for the students and
their learning is as smooth as possible. Yvonne Smith our LOTE teacher will be taking
leave for Terms 3 & 4 this year. We wish her a relaxing break and look forward to her
return in 2020.
Playground Supervision
It is important that parents are informed about when playground supervision
times. The grounds of the school are supervised by staff from before school from
8.45am until 9.00am, recess, lunchtime and after school from 3.30pm until 3.45pm.
We provide no formal supervision of the playground outside those hours.
Vermont PS won the Nunawading District Cross Country
Our Students formed an outstanding team at the District Cross Country event. They
took tremendous pride in representing their wonderful school. Thank you to our
parents involved, Clinton Walsh and John Hoskin for all the work in preparing our
students for this Cross Country event. We are so lucky to have teachers who are
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willing to put in the extra effort in organisation and training of our students. Our teachers totally support one another in
implementing the programs we run for our students so that they can do their best. Well done Cross Country team!

Engagement and Wellbeing
House Points
Congratulations to Terrara for achieving 1st place in the House Points for the fortnight. The results are as follows:

Fortnight

Yearly

Terrara
44.94
1st

Cantley
35.82
4th

Nurlendi
44.35
2nd

Canterbury
39.42
3rd

468.49
1st

375.67
3rd

391.7
2nd

335.21
4th

Pyjama Day
Please don’t put your kids in school uniform on Friday 7th June because Pyjama Day is back! We are raising money for a turtle
hospital on the Great Barrier Reef. We had a vote across the school to help us choose what foundation to support. Don’t
forget to give your kids a gold coin to hand in on the day. We hope that you can join in!
Aidan & Darcy
Junior School Council Reps

Open Morning
VPS will be open for parents and special friends to come
and see our classes in action on Tuesday 4th June from
9am to 10:40am. This year the theme is STEM with a
focus on Mathematics. The students are looking
forward to sharing their games and investigations with
you throughout the morning then come along to the
light morning tea which will be served in the School
Stadium at 10:40am.
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150th Celebrations

Vermont Primary School
150th Celebration Year Sign Competition
As part of the Vermont Primary School 150th celebrations we are holding
a competition for current Vermont Primary School students to design a sign to mark this auspicious occasion. The winning
design will be turned into a large outdoor sign (approximately 1m by 1.8m) that will be displayed within our school.
What is the purpose of a sign?
A sign is a design/symbol to communicate a message or celebrate an event.
We see many signs displayed on billboards, in the community and even in our school grounds.

Guidelines
 You can enter one entry per student for our Vermont Primary School 150th Celebration Year Sign Competition
 Design each entry on an A4 sheet of white paper
 Write your name and grade on the back of your entry
 Entries can be given to the classroom teacher or directly to Mrs Cook at the Office
 Sign design entries are due Friday 14th June, 2019
Entrants
The winning entries will be announced in the last week of Term 2, 2019, in the following categories:
 An overall design for each year level
 An overall design for the school
The overall design celebrating Vermont Primary School’s 150th Year will be turned into outdoor sign and placed in the school
grounds for the community to see.

Student of the Month: May
For Term 2 we will now be focusing on the Vermont Primary School value: “To Be Respectful”. Teachers are on the lookout
for students who show respect towards their peers, their teachers or their school environment.
Lego Club
Lego Club continues to run every Friday during lunchtime play in the Learning Centre. It is open to students from all year
levels and gives the children
an opportunity to
socialise and play with
other students of all
ages. It promotes
important skills such as
construction, imaginative
play and sharing.
Everyone is welcome to
come and build, invent
and play! Have a look
below at the student’s
latest creations.
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Vermont Primary School Curriculum
ENGLISH
Literacy In Level 3
Within our CAFÉ rotations this term, the Grade 4 students have been learning about the techniques authors and illustrators
use when creating picture story books. Visual literacy is the ability to construct meaning from images, and the Grade 4s have
been learning about the impact elements such as colour, light, camera angle and distance have on our understanding of
pictures. For example, a black and white photo can make the subject appear gloomy, while a picture taken from below the
subject can make it appear intimidating. As such, students were tasked with taking photographs that portray different
emotions to the reader, through their use of the elements listed previously.
In 4AM, students worked with a partner to take 4 different photos of the same stuffed toy that showed happiness,
friendliness, sadness and anger. They used the iPads to adjust their angle and distance, and then edited the photo to change
the colour and light. There was lots of creativity and ingenuity going on as we became the illustrators!
Ben and Sierra photographed Yoshi to show…

SADNESS

HAPPINESS

FRIENDLINESS

ANGER

In a follow up lesson, students were then tasked with arranging their 4 photos into an order that would tell a story. 4AM
created some fabulous mini 4-page picture books that told the emotional story of their character. By the end of this CAFE
rotation, the Grade 4 students were successfully able to apply a variety of techniques to create images that portray a
particular meaning.
Teresa’s story about Squirtle…
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Ethan’s story about Duck…

National Simultaneous Storytime (NSS)
On Wednesday the 22nd May, it was the day of the National Simultaneous Storytime (NSS). This is an annual campaign that
aims to encourage children to read books. Every year, a picture book, written and illustrated by an Australian author and
illustrator is read simultaneously in libraries, schools, pre-schools, childcare centres, family homes, bookshops and many other
places around the country. This aim is to:
·
promote the value of reading and literacy;
·
promote the value and fun of books;
·
promote an Australian writer and publisher;
Normally, at school, we would aim to read the book at 11am on the day with the rest of Australia, however due to NAPLAN
being held in the same week, classes were given the option to read the book over a few days.
For your information, NSS2019's book was Alpacas with Maracas written and illustrated by Matt
Cosgrove.
So if you get a chance to visit your local library or visit our amazing school library, have a look for the
books by author Matt Cosgrove.

Pulling Strings
Level 3 (Year 3 and 4) are having fun learning about puppets. Within this Design
Technologies Inquiry unit, there are so many areas that link throughout the
curriculum. One of these is Literacy where the children are using the skills of
Reading, Writing and Speaking and Listening. They have watched a Puppet
Show, been involved in a Puppet Workshop and are looking forward to
designing, creating their own puppet, writing a script and performing their own
show.
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STEM – Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics
Everything around us can be better understood with mathematics. Maths can help children make sense of and think about
the many aspects of their world through its connections to them. When we see — and help our children see — those
connections, we enrich their overall learning and development. You give your child a great gift when you help them make
connections between the maths in everyday situations and the math they learn in school.
The following suggestions are taken from a larger article found on the Scholastic Website. They help to show that we are all
able to foster the inquisitiveness and logical reasoning that is so important to mathematical success.
Making Maths Connections Every Day
Here are some ways to help your child make math connections through your everyday activities:


Provide blocks and open-ended materials. Standard wooden blocks and Legos encourage children to build
structures, learn about and combine shapes, compare sizes, and count. Playing with less structured materials, such
as clay, sand, and water help children develop the foundations of measurement concepts. Encourage your child to
use blocks and toys to act out and talk about their play scenarios, such as "these three cars are on the road to
grandma's house." You could ask your child how many vehicles there are in all if they have three cars on the road to
grandma's house and two trucks on the highway to the factory. Children often compare their block buildings, too.
Ask, "How do you know your building is taller than mine?" They also naturally create symmetric designs and
buildings. They will notice this symmetry and do more of it, more intentionally, if you discuss it with them.



Use counting motions. If your child is in motion, perhaps going up stairs, help them count the steps or ask them to
climb a certain number. Encourage them to hop on one foot seven times and to play games such as hopscotch that
provide opportunities to work with numbers and patterning. Count how many times you can bounce a ball or skip
rope without stopping. Don't forget the long jump: "What's the farthest you can jump?" "How will you remember
how far you jumped?"



Count everything. How many apples are in the basket? How many trees do you see outside your window? Count out
food items during snack and meal times. Invite your child to set out enough snacks or cups for each family member,
as it helps him see real meaning in that number. Matching straws to cups and plates to people develops the concept
of one-to-one correspondence. Count the number of windows in a building or chairs around your home — just about
everything your child is interested in, they can count.



Play games and solve puzzles. Play games that involve counting, such as those with spinners, dice, or cards. Try
"War" with a regular card deck, or play Uno. Puzzles, especially shape puzzles, build problem-solving skills, shape
recognition, and spatial concepts.



Set up a play store. As your child pretends to buy and sell groceries, toys, and so forth, they learn about counting,
arithmetic, problem solving, and simple money concepts.



Pave new paths. When your child plays in the sand, invite them to make roads for small cars. Then encourage them
to talk about the paths they have made. These roads can be described geometrically (straight, curved, closed, and so
on).



Encourage computer use. Use computers wisely to "mathematize" situations.



Collect, classify, and sort things. Encourage your child to sort their collections — rocks, marbles, pennies, shells,
gummy bears, or anything. How many different shapes of leaves can they find? Can they sort apples by their colour
— green, red, or a little of both?



Find shapes around you. Look for shapes at home and outside (for example, street signs). Look for shapes inside of
things, like windows and bricks in buildings, or triangles in bridges. Cut sandwiches into different shapes, and, before
they eat them, invite children to arrange them to make as many shapes as they can.
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Measure everything. Collect empty jars of various sizes and shapes and let your child explore and compare how
much they hold by pouring water from one jar to another. Use a growth chart to mark your child's height — mark
your own, too. Count how many steps it takes to get from the bedroom to the bathroom.

Children are impressive problem solvers. Through problem-posing and problem-solving your child learns to express their
inventiveness. They will build connections among mathematics, language, and creativity — the essence of learning to think.

Sustainability - Soft plastic
It is amazing the amount of plastic wrappers that are brought to school each day. These plastic wrappers used to be put in
the landfill bins. But not anymore. Every classroom at Vermont Primary School has a rubbish bin that is only for soft plastics
(plastic that can be scrunched up in your hand). Every Tuesday, the Planet Savers empty the soft plastics from the classroom
bins and put the plastic wrappers into a large plastic garbage bag. Our teacher then takes this garbage bag to our local Coles
or Woolworths. At these supermarkets there is a Redcycle bin and garbage bag full of plastic wrappers gets put in there to be
recycled. Did you know that you can take your plastic wrappers straight to the Redcycle bin at your local supermarket?
By Jaslina and Jack

eSmart News
Use this QR code or CLICK HERE to let us know you have read the article!
Thanks to those parents who have already filled in the parent survey – there is still one week to go before it closes so CLICK
HERE if you don’ want to miss out. I will publish a summary of the results in the next newsletter and use your valuable
feedback to guide future article content.
This week I will have a look at TikTok. You might remember an article last year on Musical.ly, well TikTok is its rebrand. Once
again users can create and share music videos. Some of the problems associated with Musical.ly have been solved, you can
delete TikTok accounts and making them private is much easier.
However, there are still many things for parents to watch out for and be concerned about. Firstly, new accounts are public by
default. This means that until you change the privacy settings other users can see your videos, message you directly and even
use your location information. This is easily fixed, but needs to be done so that you can control the amount of information
you are sharing and with whom.
Whilst the age limit is 13+ a separate section has been set up for younger users which allows them access to ‘clean’ version
and more age appropriate videos. Another benefit is that they can’t comment or post their own videos. Unfortunately
bypassing these features is only a falsified birthdate away.
In closing, TikTok can be a lot of fun, but if you allow your child to use it, it will require active supervision on your part to
ensure that it is a positive experience and does not expose your child to unwanted attention from people they don’t know in
the real world. If you want further information you can read Commonsense Media’s full review here.
Finally, this week I want to share some of the fabulous work completed by our Grade 4 students. This year the Year 4
students have been learning about what is safe and unsafe to share/post online. Whilst they have been taught that any
information that identifies who they are, their location or could be used to steal their identity is unsafe, the overarching rule
is that they should consult a trusted adult first.
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The task they were given was to create two profiles, one that was safe to share and one that was unsafe. The safe profile
would be about them and the unsafe one would be about a made up person. Here is a sample of their work, others are on
display in the Digi Tech Lab or if you ask your son/daughter to log in to Office 365 they can show you their own work which is
in their Class Notebook.

Steph – 4JS

Sophie 4SD

Peeyush 4JH

Brad 4AM

Julie Hall
eSmart Co-ordinator
hall.julie.j1@edumail.vic.gov.au

Community Information
School Council
Did you know that there are over 900 families within our immediate community who are
suffering financial crisis?? Vermont Primary School Council are asking for families to help the
Uniting Emergency Relief Service who provide material support to struggling families. Dental
hygiene is one of the first things let go by people in financial difficulty. Regrettably, poor oral
health leads to decay, gum disease and loss of teeth but the bigger impact is the long term
serious health concerns of diabetes, infection and even heart disease.

Vermont
Primary School

We are asking for families to please donate packaged toothbrushes and toothpaste for these
families in desperate need. Collection boxes will be in the VPS office reception. Please place your packaged toothbrush or
toothpaste in the boxes provided.
Thank you so much for helping VPS support the vulnerable people within our local community.
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Entertainment Books
Books are now available to purchase from the School Office $70 each.
Books can also be purchased on Qkr or if you prefer a digital version, please visit
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/187x438
Woolworths Earn & Learn
The Woolworths Earn and Learn 2019 Program has started and you can deposit any stickers collected at
the Office or down at the Learning Centre. Our school benefits from this program with school
equipment.

Junior & Senior Music Concerts
Each year the school holds a music concert which we call the Soiree. The Soiree gives our students a chance to display their
talents and develop their self-confidence by performing for an audience. Since 2018 we have decided to hold 2 separate music
concerts in order to give as many students as possible the chance to perform. The Junior Concert will involve the School Choir
and students in Foundation – Year 3 will be given the opportunity to perform solos or in Instrumental Groups. The Senior
Concert will feature the Orchestra, Yr5/6 Dance, the School Rock Band and students from Years 4 – 6 will be able to perform
solos or in Instrumental Groups.

JUNIOR CONCERT
Date: Thursday 30th May (Week 6, Term2)
Time: 4pm
Where: The Vermont Primary School Stadium
Who: School Choir & Foundation – Year 3 Solos
SENIOR CONCERT
Date: Friday 9th August (Week 4, Term3)
Time: 7pm
Where: The Vermont Primary School Stadium
Who: Orchestra, Rock Band, Dance Group & Year 4 – 6 Solos
We expect each concert to run for about 1 – 1.5 hours depending on how many students request to perform a solo. If your
child or would like to perform a solo at the Junior Soiree then please notify Mr Fraser as soon as possible.
Tickets for the Junior Soiree are $5 per adult. Children 12yrs and under are free. Tickets are available to purchase via QKR (no
need for a physical ticket, list at the door) or at the office.
Thank you.
Mr. Travis Fraser / Music Coordinator
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ALUMNI TOUR
On Sunday 16 June 2019 we are conducting morning guided tours of the school grounds and
buildings for past students, staff and parents.
Tours commence at 10am, 10.30am & 11am and will run for approximately 1 hour. At the
conclusion of the tours tea and coffee will be served. This event will conclude at 12noon.
Please be aware these tours are not for prospective families they are for our Alumni
Community.
We look forward to meeting with you.
For bookings please use the following link
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=491480&
150th Spring Fair

VERMONT PRIMARY SCHOOL
SPRING FAIR
SATURDAY 19TH OCTOBER 2019
11AM – 4PM

Shout out to our School Community, we are asking if any parents or friends have contacts at their workplace
where we could source donations of product or services for our Silent Auction. If you can be of any assistance
please contact the Office 9874 2511. Any donation would be greatly appreciated.
The first edition of Spring Fair News will be sent home next week.

SAVE THE DATE!
GRANDPARENTS &
SPECIAL FRIENDS
MORNING!
Wednesday 20th November 2019
9:00am – 10:40am
Put it in your calendar and remember to let your grandparents or special friends know!
Invites to come closer to the date!
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