PO Box 53 Nurlendi Road
Vermont 3133
Telephone: 9874 2511
Fax: 9872 4170
Out of School Hours Care: 0419 208 028
We aim to be nut free and rely on parents to assist us on achieving this goal.

Vermont Primary School
http:www.vermontps.vic.edu.au
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Principal’s Report

Principal:
Robin Stickland
Assistant Principals:
Joy Cook and Helen Murphy

What’s On?
June
12
14
15
20
21
24
25
27
28
July
15
19
22
23
24
26

Lego Incursion Prep
Yr 3 Camp
L4 Sport
Working Bee
Free Dress
Sem. 1 Reports Home
L4 Sport
Assembly
Orchestra Workshop
Second hand Uniform
Sale
Final Day 2.30pm end

First Day Term 3 9am
Orchestra Excursion
Assembly
Ski Camp
Ski Camp
Ski Camp
Free Dress Onsie Day

August
5
Assembly
9
Crazy Hair Day
Senior Soiree
14
Year 5 Camp
15
Year 5 Camp
16
Year 5 Camp
19
Assembly
Book Character Day

2019 Term Dates
Term 2: ends 28 June at 2.30pm
Term 3: 15 July to 20 September at 2.30pm
Term 4: 7 October to 20 December at 1.30pm
Parent Contact Details
Parents if your contact details (email, mobile numbers) change please contact the
school as soon as possible. If Emergency Contact details for your child have changed
please advise the office ph: 9874 2511.
Curriculum Day
Wednesday the 18th of September will be a Curriculum Day at Vermont Primary
School, no students will be at school on this day. The staff at VPS will be participating
in a Professional Development opportunity learning about current research and
methods in teaching children to write. Out of School Hours Care is available on this
day, please contact Julie DeJong directly to book a place on this day.
Volunteers Needed
We are looking forward to seeing everyone at the 150th Spring Fair on Saturday 19th
October from 11am to 4pm. At the Fair will be many rides, stalls and various
community groups sharing their passions with the wider VPSK community. In order
for this day to be a success, we will be looking for many volunteers to help run stalls,
set up and pack up on the day. Please put this date in your diaries, next term we will
be formally contacting all parents to see if they can spare an hour to help us run this
event.
Semester 1 Academic Reports
This year, VPS has enhanced the content of the Academic Reports in consultation
with the students, staff and parent community. This is in direct response from
feedback provided by the community in 2017 and 2018. Please refer to the Term 2,
Week 2 Newsletter available on the School’s Website for more detailed information
about the changes and an example of the layout of the new Report. Semester 1
Academic Reports will be published to Sentral on Friday 21st June 2019, I encourage
you to read through the Report with your child and celebrate their growth and
achievements. This year, Parent Teacher Meetings / 3 Way Conversations will take
place at the end of Term 3, however I encourage you to make contact your child’s
teacher now if you have any questions or concerns about their learning or
development.
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Professional Development
Our teachers and educational support staff participate in ongoing Professional Development to ensure that we stay up to
date with current educational provisions. So far this Semester, the following topics have been covered:
 The teaching of Reading and Writing
 Teaching the hearing impaired child
 Autism Spectrum
 Mindfulness in the classroom
 Clarity in Learning
 Investigative Mathematics
 Building Resilience
Enrolments for 2020
If you have a Foundation (Prep) child coming to Vermont PS for 2020 and you have not yet completed an enrolment form,
please collect an enrolment form from the school office, download from our website or call the school to have one sent
home. The sooner you complete an enrolment form, the sooner we can include you and your child in all Foundation related
correspondence. While it is not compulsory, we recommend all Foundation children attend our Foundation Transition
Program the year prior to commencing school. This program aims to help your child become familiar with the school’s
facilities, teachers and other students. It plays an important part in the transition from Preschool and Child Care to Primary
School. The closing date is 28th June, the end of Term 2, for those who wish to enrol. Please don’t assume we know that
your pre-schooler is ready for school, get your enrolment form in, so that we have accurate numbers in order to plan for
grades. Thanks parents!
Staffing Update for Term 3
During Term 3, Jacqueline Strachan and Julie Hall will be performing higher duties in the role of Acting Assistant Principal
whilst Helen Murphy is on 7 weeks of long service leave. We welcome Lisa Shoebridge into 4JS as classroom teacher. Mark
McIntyre will work an extra day to cover Julie’s Digitech classes on Wednesdays. The teachers will be liaising about
educational programs and individual student needs this term so that there is a smooth transition at the beginning of term. I
am also taking long service leave for Term 3 and Joy Cook will be Acting Principal until I return at the beginning of Term 4.
Please make Lisa welcome as she joins the teaching team at Vermont.
Congratulations to Alicia Pritchard who is expecting her first baby. Alicia will continue working in 1AP until the end of Term
3. In Term 4 she will work closely with the teacher taking over her role for the first few weeks before taking Family Leave.
Messages to the office concerning Pick Ups
Our Office staff work extremely hard maintaining our student and financial records. This is exacting work and we should all
strive to minimise interruptions to their work. Ringing the office for a valid reason is always acceptable. However, lately they
report many calls right at pick up time asking them to notify children of changed arrangements in regards to “pick up” from
school. Parents should confirm with students each morning the arrangements for afterschool pickup. In most cases you will
know what’s planned for the day. Yard duty teachers and children themselves understand that if they are not picked up by
3.45 pm they come into the office and wait for parents to be phoned or will be transferred to the Out of Hours School Care
Program.
Visible Learning Update
Our school has embraced the philosophy of John Hattie’s Visible Learning and is implementing various actions to assist our
journey. Our aim is for our children to enjoy the challenge of learning, whilst also maintaining their wellbeing. Our teachers
have participated in Professional Development and developed an action plan to move forward. Learning tasks and feedback
give the students and parent a picture on a regular basis of the ongoing learning process across the year. Feedback to
students on their learning allows students to recognise their strengths and goals for future improvement. It is very important
for parents to be part of the procedure so that the goals are shared. The teachers work in a collaborative environment to
plan teaching and learning programs across the levels. Our students are responding positively to our learning experiences
and are engaged in their activities as they explore investigate and develop their skills and conceptual understandings through
their units.
Changes to Parking at the School
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The following letter has been received from the City Council. I phoned them to find that they are hoping to make the
changes during the school holidays in July. Please check all the signage before parking in areas stated below and note the no
U-turn proposal.
Nurlendi Road, Vermont – Parking Restriction Changes
Council has recently met with Vermont Primary School to discuss traffic and parking issues surrounding the school during the
school peak periods. As a result of these discussions and site investigations, I advise as follows.
During the school peak periods it was noted that motorists park illegally within the ‘No Stopping’ area on Nurlendi Road
between Webb Court and the school crossing, undertake ‘u-turns’ at the Webb Court intersection causing traffic safety
concerns, non-compliance with the existing ’2-minute’ parking restrictions on the western side of Nurlendi Road and
congestion along Nurlendi Road.
After taking into account the above, arrangements have been made to undertake the following parking restriction changes
during the school holidays:
 Prohibit parking on the western side of Nurlendi Road between Webb Court and the school crossing parking at all
times to improve traffic safety;
 Replace the existing ‘2-minute’ parking restrictions on the western side of Nurlendi Road abutting Vermont Primary
School with a ‘No Parking’ restriction on school days. It should be noted that motorists may park for up to two (2)
minutes and they are not permitted to leave a vehicle by more than three (3) metres.
 Install a ‘No Parking, 8-9.15am & 3-4pm, School Days’ parking restriction on the west side of Nurlendi Road from
Cantley Lane to the southern boundary of 14 Nurlendi Road to encourage parking turnover and reduce parking
demand upon Nurlendi Road between Canterbury Road service road and Karwitha Street.
 Install a ‘U-turn’ prohibition at the intersection of Nurlendi Road and Webb Court.

Engagement and Wellbeing
150th Celebrations

Vermont Primary School 150th Celebration Year Sign Competition
As part of the Vermont Primary School 150th celebrations we are holding a competition for current
Vermont Primary School students to design a sign to mark this auspicious occasion. The winning
design will be turned into a large outdoor sign (approximately 1m by 1.8m) that will be displayed
within our school.
What is the purpose of a sign?
A sign is a design/symbol to communicate a message or celebrate an event.
We see many signs displayed on billboards, in the community and even in our school grounds.
Guidelines
 You can enter one entry per student for our Vermont Primary School 150th Celebration Year
Sign Competition
 Design each entry on an A4 sheet of white paper
 Write your name and grade on the back of your entry
 Entries can be given to the classroom teacher or directly to Mrs Cook at the Office
 Sign design entries are due Friday 14th June, 2019
Entrants
The winning entries will be announced in the last week of Term 2, 2019, in the following
categories:
 An overall design for each year level
 An overall design for the school
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The overall design celebrating Vermont Primary School’s 150th Year will be turned
into outdoor sign and placed in the school grounds for the community to see.

Vermont Primary School Curriculum
Academic Reports
In response to parent and teacher feedback in 2017 and 2018, this year the Vermont Primary School Academic Reports have
been enhanced in order to provide you with more specific information about the main skills focussed on during the semester
in English and Mathematics.
The following is an explanation of the Subject Scales used at VPS and how it correlates to the Department’s Guidelines:
Subject Rating
VPS Rating
Well Below
Department More than 1.5
Guideline
years or more
behind the
expected standard
at this stage of the
year.

Below
1 year behind the
expected standard
at this stage of the
year.

At
At to 6 months
behind the
expected standard
at this stage of the
year.

Above
6 months to 1 year
ahead of the
expected standard
at this stage of the
year.

Well Above
1.5 years or more
ahead of the
expected standard
at this stage of the
year.

Skills Rating Explanation
VPS Rating
Guideline

Beginning
Student is yet to
demonstrate this
skill at the
expected
standard.

Developing

Achieved

Extending

Advanced

Student requires
support to
demonstrate this
skill at the
expected standard.

Student is
independently
demonstrating this
skill at the expected
standard

Student is
independently
working beyond this
skill level.

Student is
independently
working beyond this
skill at a highly
advanced level.

At the completion of the checklist you will find individual learning goals for your child. For example:

In Semester Two, XXXXX’s individual English learning goals will include:
1. Recognising adverbial phrases.
2. Using correct punctuation.
3. Expressing herself clearly.
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Literacy Update – Level 4
In Grade 5 we have been using the Trait Crate in our CAFÉ sessions to understand the different skills writers use engage the
audience. In weeks 5 and 6 we studied the book “Testing the Ice”. It was the story about Jackie Robinson the first African
American to play Major League Baseball. We looked at the struggles he faced and the bravery he showed to become a hero
people still look up to today. We particularly focused on the words and phrases that were used to give the book its impact.
Two students from 5PA describe different activities on the topic:
Nellie Hewawasam 5PA
For this activity we had to learn about what happened in America a long time ago. It had various powerful words to get the
author’s point across strongly. I learned a lot about what happened in America in the 1940’s and how people were treated
badly just because of their skin colour.
Lucy Strack 5PA
For this activity we had to pretend Jackie Robinson was at Vermont Primary School and we were introducing him at
assembly. I learned about how to describe things clearly so that people understand what happened.

eSmart – Parent Survey Response
Use this QR code or CLICK HERE to let us know you have read the article!
Over the past month, parents have had the opportunity to complete the annual eSmart Parent survey. New to the survey
this year, was the opportunity for you to share what your greatest concerns are when your child/ren go online and whether
you think your child spends too much time online.
Our school newsletter continues to be the preferred method (44%) for receiving information, followed by level newsletters
(33%), so we will continue to use both of these avenues to keep parents informed.
To the question:

63
%

37
%

I would like to continue to work with our parent community to see this yes figure drop even lower.
When asked, what concerned parents when their children go online, 55% indicated exposure to age inappropriate content
was their greatest worry, followed by and often linked with cyberbullying (22%).
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At Vermont Primary, the staff also share these concerns and work hard to model the eSmart behaviours set out in our
acceptable use agreements – THINK (Foundation to Grade 2) and the eSmart CPR (3 -6) Both of these documents outline
what students should do if they come across inappropriate content, the most important strategy being to ‘tell someone’.
The Office of eSafety also make links between a child’s resilience and their ability to cope with upsetting online experiences.
In other words, as well as practising eSmart behaviours, increasing a child’s resilience is another way to provide greater
protection against both cyber bullying and exposure to inappropriate content. I feel very proud to be working closely with
staff to oversee two of our well-being programs – eSmart and The Resilience Project – both of which work together to
increase student safety and engagement.
Our Grade 6 students are currently working on their eSmart Digital Licences as part of the homework program. Four of our
students have already successfully completed their licences! Claire, Kyla, Cherry pictured below were the first to finish! Liana
also has completed hers but is currently on a family holiday.

If you have a son or daughter in Year 6, I would love you to help them to work through the modules to achieve their Digital
Licence, as it is yet another way we can work together to prepare them for the online world.
Julie Hall
eSmart Co-ordinator
hall.julie.j1@edumail.vic.gov.au
Junior Soiree
Thursday 30th May 2019

This is the second year that we have run separate events for the Junior and Senior Soiree Concerts. Our Senior Soiree will not
be until August 9th (Week 4 of Term 3), but our Junior Soiree was held on Thursday 30th May 4pm in the stadium. It was an
amazing night watching the talented V.P.S students perform. We had performances by the choir, violin group and solos from
students in Foundation to Grade 3. The School Performing Arts Captains – Charlotte and Yanxi (unfortunately Liana could not
make it) – helped to host the night and selecting the winners for the best solo performances. They were over 30 solo
performances on variety of different instruments including violin, clarinet, piano, guitar, drums and vocal performances. The
awards for the Best Solo Performances went to Abigail 1SB who played ‘Ghost Ship’ on the violin, Olivia 3RF played ‘Mazurka
for Chopin’ on the piano and Alice 3RF played ‘Sonatina in C Major’ also on the piano.
By Charlotte 6BP & Yanxi 6ZA
Performing Arts Captains
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Pyjama Day
On Friday 7th June, the Junior School Council held a fundraiser to raise important funds for animals in the Great Barrier Reef,
particularly the Turtle Hospital. Students wore their pyjamas to school in exchange for a gold coin donation and raised a
whopping total of $833.70. The Junior School Council would like to thank all teachers and students who took part in the day
and donated. Pictured below are some of the Junior School Council Representatives dressed in their pyjamas.

VPS Open Morning
On Tuesday 4th June VPS hosted an Open Morning emphasising mathematics practice within classrooms. Students were
immersed in a variety of hands on, collaborative activities.
Level 4 conducted a measurement investigation linking elapsed time, length, data collection, sample sizes and graphing.

Level 3 engaged in an investigation identifying one, multiple or no lines of symmetry on football jerseys. Our enthusiastic
mathematicians then created their own symmetrical jersey explaining the thinking and reasoning behind their designs.

Level 2 students could been seen identifying, solving and creating their own patterns.
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Level 1 children identified the features of dice, created their own, and played a variety of games with their parents and
friends.

We also had some of our students performing on the day.

Community Information
150th Spring Fair Donations
This week, the first edition of the 150th Spring Fair News was provided to families sharing information about the upcoming
Spring Fair taking place on Saturday 19th October. A copy has also been included in this Newsletter just in case you did not
receive the flyer. Next week is our first fundraising event where the students have been asked to come in free dress on
Thursday 20th June and donate either a family size block of chocolate (Year 3 to 6) or a can of soft drink (F to Year 2).

Free Dress Day
When:

Thursday 20th June 2019

What:

Students to wear free dress to school this day

Donation:

Donations of a family block of chocolate (Year 3 to 6 students)
Donations of cans of soft drink (Foundation to Year 2 students)

Details:

On this day, we ask the students to bring their donation for the School Fair to the classroom when they
arrive at school. The classroom teachers will collect the items for storage on this day.

Foundation 2020 Morning Tours
On Friday 31st May, we held Morning Tours for Foundation 2020. They were extremely popular and we had a huge number
of prospective parents touring the school. This morning could not have run without the help of our parent tour guides! Thank
you to Carol Hua, Sandy Chang, Ally Zhen, Lili Zhang and Kate Coghlan for being incredible tour guides and answering so
many questions!
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School Council
Did you know that there are over 900 families within our immediate community who are
suffering financial crisis?? Vermont Primary School Council are asking for families to help the
Uniting Emergency Relief Service who provide material support to struggling families. Dental
hygiene is one of the first things let go by people in financial difficulty. Regrettably, poor oral
health leads to decay, gum disease and loss of teeth but the bigger impact is the long term
serious health concerns of diabetes, infection and even heart disease.

Vermont
Primary School

We are asking for families to please donate packaged toothbrushes and toothpaste for these
families in desperate need. Collection boxes will be in the VPS office reception. Please place your packaged toothbrush or
toothpaste in the boxes provided.
Thank you so much for helping VPS support the vulnerable people within our local community.
Flute Lessons At School

Natasha Taneja
Would you like to start your child in flute lessons at the school?
Lessons can be organised during school hours, recess/lunch breaks or before/after school
About Natasha
Natasha is an experienced flute teacher with a Bachelor of Music with Honours from the University of Melbourne.
She specialises in classical and baroque music and is experienced in teaching primary aged children (including
having established herself as the flute teacher at Vermont Primary School for several years now). Students are
able to enjoy concerts, competitions and AMEB exams as well as playing for leisure. Natasha is flexible, organised
and loves to pass her passion for music and learning onto her students – she believes passion is contagious!
Natasha’s lessons focus on fun, improvement and a lifelong love of music.
If you would like to find out more about lesson times and prices feel free to contact Natasha via email:
natashamusic@outlook.com
Or alternatively see Mr Fraser in the Music Rroom

Entertainment Books
Books are now available to purchase from the School Office $70 each.
Books can also be purchased on Qkr or if you prefer a digital version, please visit
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/187x438

Woolworths Earn & Learn
The Woolworths Earn and Learn 2019 Program has started and you can deposit any stickers collected at
the Office or down at the Learning Centre. Our school benefits from this program with school
equipment.
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ALUMNI TOUR
On Sunday 16 June 2019 we are conducting morning guided tours of the school grounds and
buildings for past students, staff and parents.
Tours commence at 10am, 10.30am & 11am and will run for approximately 1 hour. At the
conclusion of the tours tea and coffee will be served. This event will conclude at 12noon.
Please be aware these tours are not for prospective families they are for our Alumni
Community.
We look forward to meeting with you.
For bookings please use the following link
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=491480&
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COME TO OUR ORCHESTRA DAY CONCERT
Week 10 – Tuesday 25th June

Last Year’s Orchestra Day Performance

Where:
When:
Who will be performing?

Vermont Primary School Stadium
Tuesday 25th June, 2:30-3:15pm
Vermont Primary School
Rangeview Primary School
Heathmont East Primary School
Great Ryrie Primary School
Vermont Secondary College

Parents and friends from all school communities will be welcome to attend!!!
On Tuesday 25th June, our school will be hosting an Orchestra Workshop with students from other local schools.
Students from Rangeview, Heathmont East, Great Ryrie and Vermont Secondary will all be attending on the day.
The students will spend the day rehearsing songs in one large orchestra and then will perform the songs at the end
of the day at a ‘mini concert’ held in our school stadium between 2:30-3:15pm. A small selection of students will
also perform solos at the mini concert.
For Our Students
All students from our School Orchestra are welcome to participate on the day. They will not need to return a
permission form to attend the special event as we are not leaving the school premises and there is no payment
associated with participation. Students in our Orchestra are welcome to wear free dress on the day and will be
treated to a special visit from the Australian School of Performing Arts.
Travis Fraser
Music Coordinator
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SAVE THE DATE!
GRANDPARENTS &
SPECIAL FRIENDS
MORNING!
Wednesday 20th November 2019
9:00am – 10:40am
Put it in your calendar and remember to let your grandparents or special friends know!
Invites to come closer to the date!

Sportlink Vermont South
Programs available in Term 3:
Badminton (Coaching is provided by Pro Badminton Academy of Victoria)
Tuesdays
4.30pm – 5.30pm
Starts 16th of July
10 weeks duration
Indoor Soccer (Name change from Futsal)
Wednesdays
4.30pm – 5.30pm
Starts 17th of July
10 weeks duration
Table Tennis (Coaching provided by Mark Smyth Table Tennis – Ex Olympian)
Fridays
4.30pm – 5.30pm
Starts 19th of July
10 weeks duration
Cost $145.00 per term. ($14.50 per lesson)
These lessons are open to all abilities. If you are interested in any of the above programs please contact
Sportlink Ph: 9847 7111 or visit www.sportlink.org.au
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Applications close 26 June 2019
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Applications close 26 June 2019
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