PO Box 53 Nurlendi Road
Vermont 3133
Telephone: 9874 2511
Fax: 9872 4170
Out of School Hours Care: 0419 208 028
We aim to be nut free and rely on parents to assist us on achieving this goal.

Vermont Primary School
http:www.vermontps.vic.edu.au
vermont.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

Principal:
Robin Stickland
Assistant Principals:
Joy Cook and Helen Murphy

What’s On?
August
21
Fathers’ Day Stall Yr6
Foundation Incursion
School Council
23
Level 4 Summer Sport
26
Yr 6 Camp Start
27
Grade 2 Excursion
29
Fathers’ Day Stall F-5
Grade 4 Incursion
Second hand Uniform
Sale
30
Fathers’ Day Stall F-5
30
Yr 6 Camp End
September
2
Assembly
District Athletics
3
Foundation Incursion
Year 1 Mont de Lancey
Excursion
4
Year 1 Mont de Lancey
Excursion
6
Level 4 Summer Sport
9
Child Safety Week
13
Level 4 Summer Sport
Back Up Day

Acting Principal’s Report

Spring Fair 19th October - 59 days to go!
On Monday morning, what a fun start to this year’s Book Week with the Book
Character Parade. Lots of thought having gone into dressing up for our theme –
Reading is my Secret Power. A huge thank you to all those who donated a book
towards the Second Hand Book Stall.
Make sure you keep a watch out for our next Spring Fair Newsletter. This information
up-date will be sent out to our school community next week.
We have had a great response towards the Spring Fair Volunteer Rosters. There are
still a couple of places left so please contact your child’s teacher if you are able to
help out on stalls during the day.
New Vermont Primary School Website
Over the past term Al Straughan has been setting up a new Vermont Primary School
website. The aim of the new website is to give our school community a more up-todate and functional way of accessing information and presenting current events
about our school. Once live, the website will also be able to be viewed on mobile
devices.
It is anticipated the new website will go live to the school community during Week 8
of this term (starting September 2nd). Our fortnightly Newsletter is also in the midst
of being revamped so that it is part of our new website. Stay tuned for more updates. Thank you Al for all your work modernising our website.
2019 Parent Opinion Survey
Thank you to those parents who responded to the recent Parent Opinion Survey. This
data and feedback is a very important step towards improving student learning and
school improvement at Vermont Primary School.
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Engagement and Wellbeing
House Points
Congratulations to Terrara for achieving 1st place in the House Points for the fortnight. The results are as follows:

Fortnight

Yearly

Terrara
54.97
1st

Cantley
39.65
3rd

Nurlendi
33.11
4th

Canterbury
46.2
2nd

628.59
1st

482.53
3rd

540.53
2nd

482.56
4th

Lego Club
Every Friday, Lego Club welcomes all students from all year levels to come and join us down in the Learning Centre. Not only
does Lego Club give children the opportunity to socialise with students of all ages, it also promotes important skills such as
construction, imaginative play and sharing. Everyone is welcome to come build, invent and play! Here are a few photos of
some of our Lego Masters and their creations…

Waiting our Turn
The Junior School Council have put posters all around the school so everyone will know that we should
use our manners by waiting our turn. We can put our hand up to answer questions so it doesn’t
become too noisy, or we can stay in our place in the line to make sure someone doesn’t get hurt. It
can be unfair if we don’t wait our turn. You can help us do this at home too.
Written by Eliza 2DW and Arnav 1SB
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Vermont Primary School Curriculum
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2019 Term Three Academic Meetings
Term 3 Academic Meetings will take place in the last week of term on Monday 16th September and Tuesday 17th September
from 3.45pm to 8.30pm.
At these interviews, you will have the opportunity to view work samples and discuss how your child is progressing
academically, socially and behaviourally. Available times on Sentral are for classroom teachers only. If you are concerned
about your child’s progress in Specialist Classes or have any questions for the Specialist teachers, please follow the
instructions below.
Interview bookings are made through Sentral; please contact your child’s teacher if you have not yet registered for Sentral.
The closing date for making appointments is Friday 13th September at 5.00pm. After this date you will need to contact your
child’s teacher directly to organise a time. Your child is welcome to attend the meeting and share in the discussion.
Booking an Appointment to see a Specialist Teacher
The specialist teachers will send home an Assessed Work Sample for you to view. As there are limited spaces available to
meet with the specialist teachers, please only book a time if you are concerned about their progress or have any questions
the classroom teacher is unable to answer about your child.
Please email the Specialist Teachers directly with 3 or 4 times you are available, if you would like to meet with them. You are
also welcome to email them if you have any questions or concerns that can be answered with a reply.
Subject

Teacher
Clinton Walsh

Sport
Mark McIntyre
Travis Fraser
Music

Art
Indonesian

Peta Jenkin
Christine
Mulvany
Meredith
Simpson
Cyara Pittas
Julie Hall

Digital
Technologies

Mark McIntyre
Peta Jenkin

Classes
All classes except 0HT and
0BM
0HT and 0BM
All classes except 1MG and
1SB
1MG and 1SB
Foundation, Year 3, Year 5
and Year 6
Year 1, Year 2 and Year 4

Email contact details
walsh.clinton.cw@edumail.vic.gov.au

All Years

pittas.cyara.c@edumail.vic.gov.au

Year 1, 2DW, Year 3, Year 4,
Year 5 and Year 6
2LS, 2PS and 2KJ
Foundation

hall.julie.j1@edumail.vic.gov.au

McIntyre.Mark.T@edumail.vic.gov.au
fraser.travis.t@edumail.vic.gov.au
jenkin.peta.p@edumail.vic.gov.au
mulvany.christine.l@edumail.vic.gov.au
simpson.meredith.k@edumail.vic.gov.au

McIntyre.Mark.T@edumail.vic.gov.au
jenkin.peta.p@edumail.vic.gov.au

We look forward to meeting with you; please do not hesitate to contact your child’s teacher before this date if you have any
questions or concerns.
Julie Hall
Acting Assistant Principal
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INSTRUCTIONS ON BOOKING AN INTERVIEW IN SENTRAL
1. Log into Sentral
2. Click on Parent Teacher Interviews (on left) and Select
 Term 3 Academic Meetings
3. Select the date and time you would like to make an appointment. Please allow 10m to travel between classes for siblings.
Times available are in blue and underlined, times unavailable are in grey boxes.

4. Select a day and time for your classroom teacher. Please select not required if you do not wish to meet with the teacher.
5. Select Confirm at the bottom of the screen
Literacy in Level 4
STORYATHON
What a fantastic week we are having as part of Literacy Week for 2019. There were some amazing costumes for our dress up
parade and the students enjoyed hearing first hand advice from author Susannah McFarlane.
This week, the level 4 students will be joining other students from around Australia and New Zealand in an exciting event
called ‘Storyathon’. Students will be challenged to write a story on a given theme that is exactly 100 words. They will have
the opportunity to enter these stories online and read the stories of other students from around the country.
Our students will then turn their ‘microstory’ into a poster and they will be displayed all over the Learning Centre. We’d love
you to come down and read them! What can they fit into just 100 words?
Senior Soiree
Friday 9th August 2019

The Epic Black Dolphins (School Rock Band)

Amy 5KM (Guzheng solo)

On Friday 9th August, we had the Senior Soiree Music Concert 7pm-9pm in the school stadium. We had performances from
the Orchestra, Rock Band, String Group, Dance Group and solo performances from students in Yr4-6. The Orchestra
performed five songs; Beethoven’s Ninth, Mickey Mouse March, Rainbow Connection, Thinking Out Loud and Counting Stars.
The Dance Group performed to the song 1999 by Charlie XCX & Troye Sivan. The Rock Band (who are called The Epic Black
7

Dolphins) played Walk Me Home by Pink and All the Small Things by Blink 182. The String Group performed two songs:
Captain Jack’s Hornpipe and Japanese Celebration. Mr Fraser also performed Maria, Maria by Santana with Archie (school
instrumental teacher) and Mia 4JS.
The Performing Arts Captains helped host the evening and we also got to choose who received the awards for Best Solo
Performances. The winners were Raymon 5PA for his Clarinet solo, Hancy 6JS who performed Beethoven Sonata No. 17 in D
Minor The Tempest No.1 on the Piano and Amy 5KM who played The New Song of the Lake Dongting on a traditional
Chinese Instrument called the Guzheng.
It was a great night!!!
By Yanxi 6ZA & Liana 6JS
Performing Arts Captains 

eSmart – Are You Addicted to Your Screen?

Use this QR code or CLICK HERE to let us know you have read the article!
As parents, we know we don’t always get it right – after all, we are operating without an instruction manual. When it comes
to all things digital, we may also feel we are trying to navigate our way in the dark without a torch or a map! A recent study
in the US showed that 38% of children thought their parents were addicted to their device. Parents are also saying that they
spend too much time on devices, are more distracted and are not modelling balanced use of technology. The adage ‘monkey
see, monkey do’ whilst an oldie is still highly relevant in this context– if we do not have things in balance, how can we expect
our children to?
There is nothing to be gained by beating ourselves up, rather we need to adopt the philosophy we try to instil in our children
– try your best and work on ways to get better. There are three areas that we can work on for ourselves and our children –
sleep, distraction and relationships.
Sleep is vital to ensure how health, well-being and readiness to learn. So control where devices go and most importantly
don’t go. Keep them out of bedrooms for everyone! It is a constant surprise when I hear my sons’ devices receiving
notifications after 11pm on a weeknight or see them when we do our regular phone checks. Discuss with your child the need
to put away the device prior to bedtime and even more importantly model doing the same with your own device. As the
parent, you control the device and the Wi-Fi. So remove and/or turn both off for the sake of a good night’s sleep.
Distraction is another area to look at. It comes as no great surprise that app developers are deliberately looking at ways to
‘hook’ us in and manipulate users into spending more time on our devices. So do some research with your kids and learn
about these features together. By becoming more aware as a family, you will be in a better position to fight back.
Finally, relationships – devices are a common ground to begin conversations with your children, but have these over dinner
with the devices on silent and out of sight. Be a media mentor for your child. Discuss as a family the rules you think will work
best for you on screen time and content. If everyone helps to make the rules, it goes a long way to ensuring compliance.
Make sure you are modelling the way you want your child to be using their device – as a powerful tool for learning and
communicating balanced with good sleep and conversation.
As always, please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions, feedback or ideas for future articles.
You can use the QR code or link at the top of the article to let me know you have read it.
Julie Hall
eSmart Co-ordinator
hall.julie.j1@edumail.vic.gov.au
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STEM FAMILY MATHS SHARE
Foundation to Year 2- 100 Jigsaw Cut Out
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Grade 3-6- Four-digit Targets

You have two sets of the digits from 0 to 9

The idea is to arrange these digits in the five boxes to make four-digit numbers as close to the target number as possible.
You may use each digit once only.
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Community Information

FLUTE LESSONS AT SCHOOL
Natasha Taneja
Would you like to start your child in flute lessons at the school?
Lessons can be organised during school hours, recess/lunch breaks or before/after school
ABOUT NATASHA
Natasha is an experienced flute teacher with a Bachelor of Music with Honours from the University of Melbourne. She
specialises in classical and baroque music and is experienced in teaching primary aged children (including having established
herself as the flute teacher at Vermont Primary School for several years now). Students are able to enjoy concerts,
competitions and AMEB exams as well as playing for leisure. Natasha is flexible, organised and loves to pass her passion for
music and learning onto her students – she believes passion is contagious! Natasha’s lessons focus on fun, improvement and a
lifelong love of music.
If you would like to find out more about lesson times and prices feel free to contact Natasha via email:
natashamusic@outlook.com
Or alternatively see Mr Fraser in the music room
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Father’s Day Stall 2019
Thursday 29th & Friday 30th August
The Community Network’s Father's Day Stall will be held on Thursday 29th and Friday 30th August. There will be a wonderful
range of gifts available for children to purchase for their dad, stepdad, grandfather and/or special person in their lives.
Classes are scheduled to visit the stall on the following days:
Thursday 29th August
ALL Foundation Classes
1AP, 1JR, 1SB
2LS, 2PS
5AS, 5GP, 5KM
Friday 30th August
1MG
2DW, 2KJ
ALL Grade 3 Classes
ALL Grade 4 Classes
5PA
Children are reminded to bring money on their allocated day and a shopping bag in which to take their gifts home.
Gifts range in price from $2-$10. Quality cards and gift bags will be available to purchase for $1.
The stall will remain open at lunchtime on Friday for children who forgot their money, or for children who would like to
purchase additional gifts.
The stall will reopen to parents and friends from 3-4pm on Friday to sell any remaining gifts - a great opportunity to stock up
on quality gifts at well below retail prices!
We look forward to welcoming the children to this special school community event!
Ilze Kasparsons
Stall Coordinator
VPS Community Network
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We would like to thank the following
companies for their contribution to
our Spring Fair.

https://www.facebook.com/Vermont-Primary-School-150th-Birthday-1985383571481252/
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