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Principal: 
Robin Stickland 
Assistant Principals: 
Joy Cook and Helen Murphy 
 

What’s On? 
Term 4 
 
December  
11 Assembly 
12 Second hand Uniform Sale 
16 Green House Free Dress 
17 Whole School Transition 

Day  
18 Class Parties 
20 Final Assembly 12.15pm 
 
January 
28 Curriculum Day 
29 Curriculum Day 
30 Years 1-6 Start 
31 Foundation Start 
 
February 
3 Assembly 
5 Yr 6 Aspire Program 
11  House Swimming Trials 
13 Literacy Night 1 
14 Foundation PJ Day 
17 Assembly 
20 Literacy Night 2 
21 Yr 5 Aspire Program 
 Foundation Picnic 
27 Literacy Night 3 (PEAL) 
 
March 
2 Assembly 
5 Yr 3 to 6 House Athletics 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Principal’s Report 
Year Book 
Congratulations to our Art teacher Chris Mulvany on the presentation of the Vermont 
Primary School 2018 Year Book. It will be displayed in the foyer of our school for our 
community to see. It contains wonderful pictures outlining that we are a very busy 
school celebrating the beginning of our 150th year.  Thanks Chris for all the work and 
time spent creating the Year Book.  
 
Staffing 2020 
Leaving Vermont Primary School at the end of the year is Kate Riddle. After many 
years of service to Vermont PS and the setting up of a First Aid Room and 
procedures, Kate has decided that 2019 will be her last year. Kate will be very hard to 
replace, her dedication and hard work in supporting our students has been 
outstanding. Also leaving in 2020 is teacher Rick Foley who has decided not to return 
to VPS next year.  He will be spending more time with his family and pursuing his OT 
career. We thank him for his efforts over the past four years.  We are currently in the 
process of hiring a new teacher who will replace Rick in Year 3 for 2020. 
 
Di McLennan, the Administrator of the Kindergarten, will also not be returning as she 
plans to spend more time with family. We thank her for her contribution to VPS 
Kindergarten over the last year.  Meg Donnelly will be replacing Di in 2020 as the 
Kindergarten Administrator.  Finally, one of our 4 Year Old Kinder teachers, Grace 
Ayliffe is leaving us after three years, to be closer to home and family commitments. 
We wish her all the best for the future.  We are still in the process of appointing new 
staff and will let the community know once this is finalised. 
 
Dates for Your Diaries 
Please note the following events which will be taking place over the next few weeks. 
 

Week 10 
Beginning 9th Dec  

Week 11 
Beginning 16th  Dec 

Wednesday 
Assembly – 2020 Captains 
Level 1 Planning Day 
Thursday 
Level 4 Planning Day 
Friday 
Specialist Planning Day 
Academic Reports Home 
 

Monday 
Level 1 Planning Day S1-S2 
GREEN HOUSE Free Dress Day 
Tuesday 
2020 Transition Day 
Wednesday 
Class Parties 
Thursday 
Christmas Celebrations 2pm 
Friday 
Final Assembly 12.15pm 
Dismissal 1.30pm 
 

 

 
PO Box 53 Nurlendi Road 
Vermont 3133 
Telephone: 9874 2511  
Fax: 9872 4170 
Out of School Hours Care: 0419 208 028 
 

 
 
 

We aim to be nut free and rely on parents to assist us on achieving this goal. 

Vermont Primary School 
http:www.vermontps.vic.edu.au 
vermont.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 

 

 

http://www.vermontps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:vermont.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Engagement and Wellbeing 
House Points 
Congratulations to Terrara for achieving 1st place in the House Points for the fortnight.  The results are as follows: 
 

 Terrara Cantley Nurlendi Canterbury 

Fortnight 
 
 

69.30 
1st  

44.31 
4th  

  

52.97 
2nd  

47.08 
3rd    

Termly 
 
 

160.78 
1st  

123.50 
4th  

150.51 
3rd    

153.12 
2nd   

Congratulations to Green House for winning the Term 4 House Points.  All students in Terrara are invited to wear green to 
school on Monday 16th December to celebrate this achievement. 
 
2020 Captains 

Congratulations to all of the Year 5 applicants who applied for a captain role in 2020.  We were proud of all the students who 

had the courage to put themselves forward and present in front of their peers, teachers and Principals.  There are many 

leadership opportunities that we encourage the students to pursue next year and we look forward to the students sharing 

their ideas with us too. 

Congratulations to the following students: 

 Student One Student Two 

School Captains Lily B Jaiharish  A 

Canterbury Captains Marlo W George G 

Cantley Captains Maddie L Darcy H 

Nurlendi Captains Matilda R Ali C 

Terrara Captains Ava B Charlie O’D 

 

From The Chaplain  

Celebrating the end of the year  

Last Friday night I was very fortunate to attend the Grade 6 Graduation. It was a wonderful night, celebrating the completion 
of the students time at Vermont Primary school. It was certainly worth celebrating. However, I really want to encourage you 
to celebrate the end of the schooling year every year, no matter what grade your child is in. Whether it’s the first, the last, or 
any of the multitudes in between, the end of the school year is a naturally perfect time to reflect on your child’s 
accomplishments and to celebrate them and all of their hard work. It doesn’t take a lot and, especially on the brink of 
summer holidays, a little can go a long way. Here are a few small, simple ways to mark the end of another school year and 
start the summer off on a celebratory note!  

1. REFLECT OVER A MEAL  

When the school year officially ends, heading straight home feels a little anti-climactic. So where do you head with your 
newly free little birds? Out to eat!  

Some of our favourite family memories have taken place over a plate of pizza. Gathered around a table in the first hours of 
the summer holidays, you and your kiddos can take a minute to breathe in that new sense of freedom and reflect on the year 
that brought you there. While you eat, daydream back to those first days of school, relive the ups, and some of the downs, 
and celebrate the accomplishments big and small of the school year that has passed. As a parent, you’ll get to enjoy this time 
to reflect on your growing child and your child will learn how important it is to take a moment to look back at how far 
they’ve come.  

2. GIVE A LITTLE GIFT  

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwig8MqE_KfUAhUHppQKHdbQD64QjRwIBw&url=http://worldartsme.com/4th-place-ribbon-clipart.html&psig=AFQjCNE-ZSe_Te_wExt0U9pEH-k2oa-TMA&ust=1496795480604483
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwig8MqE_KfUAhUHppQKHdbQD64QjRwIBw&url=http://worldartsme.com/4th-place-ribbon-clipart.html&psig=AFQjCNE-ZSe_Te_wExt0U9pEH-k2oa-TMA&ust=1496795480604483
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There are some years, such as those that end with a formal graduation, that might warrant a more extravagant gift, however 
most years you do not have to go all out.   In fact, the best small gift to mark the end of a year of school is a book. Choose a 
title that your child is interested in and would love to read for fun, now that she has the time to do so.  

3. MAKE IT A MOVIE NIGHT  

With the end of the school year comes the easy, breezy days of summer. The sun lingers longer into the evening before 
settling beneath the horizon… and little ones believe it their right to linger a little longer too before settling into bed! Give 
into that later bedtime request, at least for a night, and stay up to watch a movie as a family. Make popcorn, curl up under 
blankets on the couch or spread a bed out on the floor, whatever makes for fun viewing in your home. If you don’t do this 
kind of thing often, staying up late will feel so exciting to your kids. And hey, you don’t have to pack a lunch for tomorrow so 
you can enjoy the evening too!  

Whatever your family traditions may be, we wish you all the very best as you finish up the year, and we hope that you all 
have a wonderful start to 2020!  

“Although no one can go back and make a brand new start, anyone can start from now and make a brand new ending.” – 
Carl Bard  

Carly Cassidy – Chaplain cassidy.carly.n@edumail.vic.gov.au, Pastoral Care for the VPS Community, available Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays 

ROTARY CLUB YOUTH ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 

Congratulations to Imogen from 6AW who was recently awarded the Forest Hill 

Rotary Club Youth Achievement Award. These are presented annually to a Grade 6 

student from 12 different local primary schools for their commitment and dedication 

to the school and their own learning. Imogen and her parents recently attended an 

awards dinner at Bucatini restaurant in Mitcham where she was presented with her 

award. Well done Imogen! 

 

Student of the Month: December 

For our Student of the Month awards during Term 4, teachers have been focussing on our Vermont Primary School value, 

“To Strive”. Many of our award winners for this month received their certificates by always striving to do their best. It is 

wonderful to see this value demonstrated when students work towards achieving their goals. 

Congratulations to the following students on their award for December!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Foundation 
0AB – Gracie 0BM – Alex 0HT – Freya 0NL – Miral 0RM – Amity 

Year 2 

1AP – Spencer 1JR – Evelyne 1MG – Demetri 1SB – Hugo  

Year 2 

2DW – Karen 2KJ –  2LS – Curtis 2PS –   

Year 3 

3CQ – Genevieve 3KY – Audrey 3RC – Isobel 3RF – Emily  

Year 4 

4AM – Jasmine 4JH – Romila 4JS – Matilda  4SD – Archie  

Year 5 

5AS – Sandra 5GP – Tom 5KM – Ali 5PA – Leo  

Year 6 

6AW – Iman 6BP – Amelie 6JS – Sienna 6ZA – Sadie  

Specialist Areas 

Art 
Annika 

P.E. 
Matthew 

Digital Technologies 
Derek 

Music 
Grace 

L.O.T.E. 
Emily 

mailto:cassidy.carly.n@edumail.vic.gov.au


4 
 

DEAKIN SHIELD & FOREST HILL ENDEAVOUR AWARDS 

 

At our second last assembly on Wednesday, we were most fortunate to be able to acknowledge and 

celebrate four of our amazing students. 

Mr Neil Angus, State Member for Forest Hill, came along to present his Forest Hill School Endeavour 

Award. Cameron from Year 3 was a most deserving recipient who been a wonderful contributor to 

our school community. His behaviour, approach to learning and relationships with the school 

community exemplify our School Values and help to set the standards for those around him.  

 

Mr Michael Sukkar, Federal Member for Deakin, also attended to recognise three of our students. 

The first recipient of the Deakin Shield was Iris in Year 5 for her academic excellence. She 

consistently displays a positive attitude towards her learning. Iris applies herself to all tasks with focus and determination 

and always aims to produce her best work.  

 

Our second recipient was Jack Turner-McCrae who was new to the Vermont Primary School Community, arriving just a year 

ago.  In that time, Jack has proven himself a kind and caring student who regularly offers to help other students and staff.  

 

Finally, we were thrilled to recognise one of our kindergarten students, Zoe Court who was the third recipient of the Deakin 

Shield. This was in recognition of her giving and generous nature. Zoe consistently displays a sense of community; her 

understanding of respectful relationships is evident in her positive interaction with her peers. A special thank you to Eastland 

for donating a shopping voucher to each Deakin Shield recipient. 

  

Congratulations to all of the above students for exemplifying our school values so beautifully and especially to all of our students who 

strive to do their best and are a credit to their families and our school. 

 

Vermont Primary School Curriculum 
 
Science Week Poster Winners 
During Science Week, all students from Foundation to 6 took part in a poster competition. The theme of the poster was to 
raise awareness for a particular global issue. The Enviro Captains spent a great deal of time and have decided the following 
posters were the winners. 
 

 Foundation winner- Amelie from 0RM, with her poster encouraging us to take care of the planet. 

 Grade 1&2 winner-Spencer from 1AP, with his poster on the effects of deforestation. 
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 Grade 3&4 winner- Alycia from 4JS, with a very detailed and informative poster about deforestation. 

 Grade 5&6 winner- Iris from 5AS, with a very thoughtful poster on human attitude to habitat loss. 
 
Well done to all the students who took part, it was hard to pick a winner and wonderful to see so much awareness of the 
different environmental issues around the world. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

STEM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to our Maths Ambassadors and Captains who spent many weeks planning, preparing, creating and presenting their very 

own mathematical problems for our VPS community to enjoy at the STEM Amazing Race.  

On Thursday 21st November students across classes were invited to the stadium to participate in solving mathematical problems devised 

and created by Maths Ambassadors in Grades 5 and 6. These students elected to create mathematical problems and tasks for their peers 

to solve in a fun, engaging and challenging environment.  

At each numbered station were teams directing and assisting their competitors to complete the activity they had created. After mastering 

the task, children were able to retrieve a sticker placing it on their ‘passport’, showing that they had completed the challenge and then 

allowing them to move onto another table. 

At the end of the school day parents were invited to participate in these activities with their children. Well done to our Ambassadors and 

problem solving mathematicians!  
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eSmart News – Holidays Here We Come! 

 
 

CLICK HERE to let us know you have read the article! 
 

 
With Christmas almost upon us, it is a good time to reflect on the year that was and prepare for the break to come. School 
holidays often means more time spent online, sometimes with less supervision. The two together can be a recipe for trouble 
and unfortunately can result in a spike in the incidents of cyberbullying.  
 
Too often, students feel anonymous online and therefore act in a way they never would when face-to-face. My Grandmother 
told a story often when I was little, where the moral of the tale was “A word is not a bird, once spoken, you can’t catch it 
again”. This is still extremely relevant today, where once something is posted online, you can’t ever really remove it.  
 
Another cause of increased cyberbullying over the holidays, is that students do not see the results of their words/actions 
online or have to face the consequences at school the next day.  
 
Ameika Johnson, a clinical psychologist, has some tips for helping children to keep screen time in balance and stay safe 
online: 
 

1. Maintain healthy activities – by being active and enjoying the outdoors, we can better manage our mood and 

physical health. 

2. Talk about cyber safety – the holidays are a great opportunity to check in with our children, find out what they enjoy 

doing online. Take the time to reinforce the importance of respectful interactions as well as keeping personal 

information private. 

3. Create a routine – getting enough sleep is still important over the holidays along with healthy meal eating. Planning 

activities like redecorating a room or spending time in the garden can help keep children engaged and happy. 

4. Have a back-to-school plan – work out a plan for starting back at school, particularly for those commencing school or 

moving on to secondary college. Discuss how they are feeling about returning to school and start getting back into 

earlier bed times so that they are refreshed and ready to make a great start in 2020. 

 

Thank you to everyone throughout the year for reading these articles and sending feedback my way. I hope you have a wonderful 

Christmas break and I look forward to continuing to work with our Vermont Primary School community in 2020. 

 

Julie Hall 

eSmart Co-ordinator 

hall.julie.j1@edumail.vic.gov.au  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=N7Ns2Ycaz0S2mzzsM0pMH9zMNaKcP1FApHCKC614aihUQ0w3VDRQRTlIVkdFWFJERU9JMzRWWU9WSS4u
mailto:hall.julie.j1@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Community Information 
 
Community Network Fruit Day 

The Community Network held a fruit day for the whole school on Wednesday 4th December, delivering delicious platters of fruit to each 

classroom for morning tea. The students were very excited to receive their platters and thoroughly enjoyed the range of fresh fruits. The 

Community Network would like to thank the team of Fruit Ninja parents who generously gave up their time to prepare the platters and 

our Grade 5 helpers who did a terrific job delivering platters to the classrooms – Thank you!! We would also like to give special thanks to 

Big Watermelon @ Bushy Park who very generously provided the fruit at a discounted price. Please consider supporting this wonderful 

friendly business the next time you are shopping for fresh fruit and veg. 

 

                         1161 High Street Rd, Wantirna South 

 

 

 

150th Sign Competition 

 

Congratulations to Iris Z (5AS) and Anisha R (6BP), who were our joint overall winners of our 150th Sign Competition.  

 

 
 

Their outstanding entries have been combined into our 150th Sign, which can be seen on the front of the library as well as on the stadium 

wall nearest the Reserve.  They also have the honour of their logo appearing on the cover of this year’s Vermont Views. 

http://www.bigwatermelon.com.au/
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Vermont Primary School OSHC - Week of the 27th- 31st January 2020 Pupil Free Days 

I (The undersigned parent/ guardian of the child/children listed on this enrolment form) agree to allow the named child/children to participate in the Vermont Primary 

School OSHC Pupil free days. I agree to authorise the Coordinator and staff of Vermont Primary School OSHC to take the named children on this form on Excursions and or 

Incursions as per program. 

 
Parent Name: …………………………………………Parent signature………………………………………..Contact number on day……………………. 
 
Children’s Names: 1………………..……………………. 2……………………………………… 3………………………………… 4…………………………… 
 

Please tick what days you require: 

Monday 27th January: No Program        Tuesday 28th January Cost $70.00   Wednesday 29th January:   Cost $80.00 

Forms must be given to the OSHC Office by the 17th December 2019 and you will be invoiced through the Xplor system. 

Vermont Primary School Out of school hours program reserves the right to restrict the participation of any child/children whose behaviour, respect for or following of staff requests 

or program rules are not adhered to. 

 

Monday 27th January 

 

Tuesday 28th January 

Pupil Free Day 

Wednesday 29th January 

Pupil Free Day 

Thursday 30th  January 

Return to school 

Friday  31st January 

School day 

 

 

 

NO 

PROGRAM 

Picnic in the park 

and 

Treasure 

hunt 

Let’s go to the park and have 

some fun, find the clues is what 

you will do to find your own 

piece of treasure. 

Lunch in the park and lots of 

crafts to make as well. 

Cost $70.00 

Let’s go 

Bowling. 

 

We will have a fun filled day 

catching a bus to Forest Hill and 

having a bowl then back to OSHC 

and getting some hot dogs and 

chips for lunch as well 

 

Cost $80.00 

 

Grade 1to 6 

Return to school 

Foundation 

children to start 

school 
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