PO Box 53 Nurlendi Road
Vermont 3133
Telephone: 9874 2511
Fax: 9872 4170
Out of School Hours Care: 0419 208 028
We aim to be nut free and rely on parents to assist us on achieving this goal.

Vermont Primary School
http:www.vermontps.vic.edu.au
vermont.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

Spring Fair 19th October
4 days to go!

Principal:
Robin Stickland
Assistant Principals:
Joy Cook and Helen Murphy

What’s On?
Term 4
October
19
School Fair
21
Level 2 Bellbird Dell Ex
22
Level 2 Bellbird Dell Ex
Foundation Inc.
23
Footsteps F-2
24
Incursion Level 2
28
Assembly
Production Rehearsal
29
Production Year 3/5
30
Production Year 4/6
31
Second hand Uniform
November
1
Student Leaders Day
4
Curriculum Day
5
Cup Day
6
Foundation Incursion
5GP/5AS STEM Exc.
F-2 Footsteps
7
Family Life Level 4
3KY/3RC STEM Exc.
8
6JS/6BP STEM Exc.
11
Assembly
5PA/5KM STEM Exc.
12
4JS/4AM STEM Exc.
13
3RF/3CQ STEM Exc.
F-2 Footsteps
14
Level 2 Incursion
Level 4 Family Life
4JH/4SD STEM Ex.

Principal’s Report
Term 4
Please remember, Term 4 is a Sun Smart term and children will be required to wear a
Vermont Primary School Sun smart hat to play outside. Without a hat children will be
allocated to play in the shade of the Shelter.
Pupil Free Day
Please note that Monday 4 November is a staff planning and assessment
Curriculum/Pupil Free Day and Tuesday 5 November is a public holiday for the
Melbourne Cup.
Parking
Please also be mindful of safe and courteous parking around the school. The City of
Whitehorse traffic officers are photographing and fining drivers who fail to observe
parking and no standing laws.
Leaving Our School at the End of the Year
With the exception of Year 6 students, please notify the school office as soon as
possible if you are planning for your children to attend another school at the
beginning of 2020. This will help us in our planning for classrooms and teachers for
next year.
Requests for 2020 Classes
If parents have any special educational considerations for the placement of their
child for next year please put these in writing and send them to your child’s current
Team Leader by Friday 1st November. Neither verbal requests, nor request
submitted after this date can be considered. As making up the grades is very
complex, all parental issues will be taken into consideration before this process is
completed, however we do not make any promises that we will be able to satisfy
them. There could be issues such as separation or pairing of specific children,
requests for male or female teachers, composite grade placement etc. Because of
the complexity of the placement of children, it is impossible to change a placement
for one student without throwing the whole grade structure out, so once the grades
are set there will be no possibility of a change. If you have any special considerations
for the placement of your child into a grade for next year please let your 2019 Team
Leader know now as soon as possible. The Team Leaders are:
 Foundation
Nikki Lewis
 Year 1 and 2
Michelle Guye
 Year 3 and 4
John Hoskin
 Year 5 and 6
Al Straughan
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Community Award 2019
I would like to thank those members of our school community who have made nominations for the Annual Vermont Primary School
Community Award 2019. This award, which is presented at the final assembly, goes to a member of our school community, a friend of
the school or a staff member who has given outstanding service to the school and its students throughout the year. If you would like to
nominate a member of our community, please complete the nomination form included at the end of this Newsletter and hand it into the
Main Office by 15th November

Nomination forms will need to be returned to the school office or via email by 15th November.
==============================================================================================

Vermont Primary School Annual Community Award
Name of person nominated: _____________________________________________________________________________
Reason for the nomination:
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name of the person making the nomination: ________________________________________________________________
Phone number: ___________________________________________
Date: _______________________________

Engagement and Wellbeing
Student of the Month: October
For our Student of the Month awards during Term 4, teachers will be focussing on our Vermont Primary School value, “To
Strive”. Many of our award winners for this month received their certificates by always striving to do their best. It is
wonderful to see this value demonstrated when students work towards achieving their goals.
Congratulations to the following students on their award for October!

0AB – Annabelle L

0BM – Summer L

1AP – Ada Z

1JR – Soumily B

2DW – Austin V

2KJ – Sofie S

3CQ – Rhys J

3KY – Phoebe I

4AM – Ethan W

4JH – Cody T

5AS – Maladh B

5GP – Charlotte L

6AW – Teagan W

6BP – Dean W

Art
Sierra S

P.E.
James G

Foundation
0HT – Max H
Year 2
1MG – Jeffrey Z
Year 2
2LS – Melody R
Year 3
3RC – Oscar W
Year 4
4JS – Angela S
Year 5
5KM – Mannaan K
Year 6
6JS – Paige V
Specialist Areas
Digital Technologies
Ben Z
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0NL – Ryan Z

0RM – Elena A

1SB – Alaysha T
2PS – Connor A
3RF – Queeny L
4SD – Raika C
5PA – Nampet K
6ZA – Husaina S
Music
Hrishi S

L.O.T.E.
Zach K

From The Chaplain
Sleep
Sleep is something that we all need, but it can often elude us. Sleep is essential for our health. It refreshes the mind and
repairs the body. So why do we so often place it as a low priority, or why do so many of us struggle to fall asleep when we
finally hit the pillow.
The most common causes of sleep deprivation are parenthood, shiftwork, illness, poor sleeping habits and the use of late
night technology such as television and social media.
Did you know?
 Lack of sleep can cause fatigue, poor concentration and memory loss
 Lack of sleep gives us impaired judgement and reaction time, and poor physical coordination. Which can put you at
more risk of accidents and injury.
 Fatigue contributes to more than 20 percent of road traffic accidents in Victoria
Some tips on how to get a better sleep
 Avoid big meals right before bedtime.
 Avoid caffeine and alcohol, and other stimulants right before bedtime.
 Create a healthy sleeping environment, such as a quiet, dark and comfortable room.
 Stick to a routine. The Sleep Health Foundation recommends that adults should aim for 7–9 hours of sleep per night.
Try to keep bedtimes and wake up times consistent.
 Avoid watching TV, using a computer, tablet or devise before bed.
 Try reading, or listening to relaxing music
 Take a warm shower or bath
 Exercise regularly during the day
Find out what works for you, we are all different.
Read more at: https://www.skillsyouneed.com/ps/importance-of-sleep.html

“Take care of your body… it’s the only place that you have to live.” – Jim Rohn.
Carly Cassidy – Chaplain [ cassidy.carly.n@edumail.vic.gov.au ]
Pastoral Care for the VPS Community, available Tuesdays and Wednesdays
Walk to School 2019

When: 7th October – 1st November
Every October, Walk to School encourages Victorian primary school kids to walk, ride or scoot to and from school. It’s a great
way to help students learn healthy habits and achieve the recommended 60 minutes of physical activity, every day. Active
travel options to and from school are also a great opportunity to connect and chat with your kids, plus meet up with other
local families along the way. If you can’t walk all the way, your child can still get involved – simply drive part way and walk,
ride or scoot the rest! By participating, you could help your school win great regional prizes and you will enjoy the benefits of
walking, riding and scooting to and from school! Commit to Walk to School today and build healthy habits for life.
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Last year, over 600 Vermont Primary School students participated, accumulating to over 12,000 walks, rides are scoots to or
from school. This was an outstanding achievement and no doubt can be equalled or even surpassed this year!

Vermont Primary School Curriculum
STEM - Kids Teaching Kids Sustainability Conference
On Thursday 19th of September, Vermont Primary School hosted a Kids Teaching Kids (KTK)
event. We had visitors from Mitcham Primary School and Mount Pleasant Road Primary
School. The event was run by students from Grade 5 and 6. The KTK teams worked all term
to put together workshops to teach the visitors about waste and pollution. Some of the
activties included puzzles, mazes, craft activities and games, all with the purpose of
creating awareness and understanding of the effects of plastic on our environment.
The two teams run the day exceptionally well, they were organised and confident
presenters and everyone involved had a fun, informative day!
Well done to our presenting teams:
The Grade 6 KTK team: Grace, Eric, Dean, Hancy, Jojo, Imogen, Patrick and Haidyn.
The Grade 5 KTK team: Maddie, James, Harry, Jai, Breanna, Safiya, Macayla and Mitchell.

2019 English Reach Assessment
Congratulations to everyone who participated in the 2019 English Reach Assessment. The Reach Assessments are a terrific
opportunity to practise a variety of English skills and to measure progress.
As previously advised, you should have received a Results notification and logins form with the log in details for your child to
obtain their results. Through this site, you will be able to click on to the questions and there will be an option to print out a
certificate. The original question books have also been sent home. Out of the 493 ‘Year 2 – Year 6’ students who
participated, we achieved the following results: 10 Exemplary, 41 Outstanding, 126 Commendable, 54 Good Effort, 262
Participations.
At the assembly this week, we celebrated every student’s participation in the tasks, and presented certificates to the
students who achieved an “Exemplary” result. These students are listed below. In addition we would also like to highlight the
students who achieved an “Outstanding” result.

REACH ASSESSMENT – ‘EXEMPLARY’
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4
Year 6

Isaiah P
Olivia Z
Yulia N, Hiruki F, Mia H,
Kaitlyn A, Grace B, Tharuki F, Anisha R, Charlie M,

Year 2
Year 3
Year 4

Penny A, Julian I, Cecilia S, Mahima S, Lucie F, Emily F, Chi N, Jorden X, Karen X,
Charlotte R, Abby T, Rosalie B, Manuthi S, Kate C, Luca H, Aaisha P, Oliver S,
Brad S, Ella S, Rachel B, Romila C, Vansh C, Isabelle D, Netra K, Ashwanth M, Ethan W, Riley D, Adeep G,
Madhav J, Jasmine T
Lily B, Xander L, Leo Z, Michael D,
Liana C, Amelie D, Hancy W, Haidyn G, Ethan P, Cynthia T, Yanxi Z,

REACH ASSESSMENT – ‘OUTSTANDING’

Year 5
Year 6
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Well done everyone!
Jacci Strachan - Learning Specialist
On behalf of the English Professional Learning Team
REACH MATHEMATICS ASSESSMENT
Last Monday at Assembly the Exemplary certificates were handed out for the 2019 REACH Mathematics Assessment. This
year 509 Vermont Primary School students from Years 2-6 sat the competition with 8 achieving Exemplary (Top 1% in
Australia). 53 students received Outstanding (Top 10% in Australia) and a further 121 achieved a Commendable (Top 25% in
Australia). Congratulations to all students to trying their best with the REACH Assessment.
Outstanding Certificates:
Year 2 – Alexander B, Ethan R, Cecilia S, Kagen Y, Finley A, Callen D, Karen X, Srihari A, Penny A, Daniel C, Claire J, Jackson M,
Max W, Ethan Z
Year 3 – Ella P, Abby T, Olivia Z, Kate C, Charlotte R, Manuthi S, Lily O, Divnit S, Alice W
Year 4 – Riley D, Raghav J, Ziyaan K, Mineli P, Bradley S, Dylan S, Adeep G, Madhav J, Sophie L
Year 5 – Leo Z, Michael D, Caleb N, Amy W, Jaiharish A, Lily B, James G, Helen H, Iris Z,
Year 6 – Claire X, Tharuki F, Simone H, Charlie M, Anisha R, Grace B, Maya S, Cynthia T, Liana C, Isabella L, Alexander P,
Caitlin S
Exemplary Certificates:
Year 2 – Chi N, Isaiah P
Year 4 – Hiruki F, Vansh C, Jasmine T, Sophie W, William Z
Year 6 – Jojo G
Andrew Wastie
Mathematics Coordinator
eSmart News - 5 Myths and Truths About Kids' Internet Safety
Use this QR code or CLICK HERE to let us know you have read the article!
This week I read an article on Commonsense Media that looked at 5 commonly held beliefs about online safety and children.
As a parent, I could relate to all of them!
They were:
1. Social media turns kids into cyberbullies
2. Teaching kids not to talk to strangers is the best way to keep them safe online
3. Social media alienates kids
4. It’s dangerous to post pictures of your kids online
5. Parental controls are the best way to monitor my kids’ online activities
Commonsense Media went on to ‘debunk’ these misconceptions and provided both suggestions for keeping your kids safe
and reassurance.
I’m sure I’m not alone in worrying about what my children and students are doing online, so I recommend reading the full
article, which you can access HERE.
As always, please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions, feedback or ideas for future articles.
You can use the QR code or link at the top of the article to let me know you have read it.
Julie Hall
eSmart Co-ordinator (hall.julie.j1@edumail.vic.gov.au)
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Helping Your Child To Think Mathematically
Parents often wonder what they can do to assist with the development of their child’s mathematical understanding. The
following ideas are taken from an article published by the Harvard Graduate School of Education.
Children are coming into school today with higher math skills than they were over a decade ago. They are exposed to many
mathematical concepts from a very early age. As parents and teachers, we have many opportunities throughout each day, to
nurture and challenge existing knowledge, and to help correct any misconceptions that the child may have.
The following strategies are a few simple ways that we can help to develop mathematical thinkers.
Read books that highlight mathematical themes. While reading these books with your child, ask questions that get them to
count, identify shapes, and explain their thinking. Teachers and librarians are good resources to talk to about books and
digital media with mathematical content, and many libraries offer story times and playful activities with math content.
Let children wrangle with math questions and derive their own solutions. It is good to let children occasionally struggle
with maths problems. Students of all ages need time to figure out why answers are what they are. Don’t just jump right in
and give them the solutions. Also be aware of how you talk about maths. It’s important to avoid saying you hate it.
Use “math talk.” Families are perfectly situated to talk about quantity, counting, and shapes anywhere children and families
are — at home, in the park, or in the grocery store. For example, when you are eating biscuits, count how many you have,
talk about their shape, and ask what happens when you break them apart, eat them up, or ask for more.
Ask questions to stimulate mathematical thinking
Questions can assist children to focus on particular strategies and help them to see patterns and relationships. This aids the
formation of strong links between concepts, they can also serve as a prompt when children become 'stuck'. If we are too
quick to turn questions into instructions, deep thinking is discouraged and responsibility for the investigation is removed
from the child.
Examples:
What is the same?
What is different?
Can you group these ....... in some way?
Can you see a pattern?
How can this pattern help you find an answer?
What do think comes next? Why?
Is there a way to record what you've found that might help us see more patterns?
What would happen if....?

Community Information
Spring Fair Reminders
Cake Stall
The Community Network will be running a Cake Stall at the School Fair in the Stadium. In order to run this stall, the
Community Network have provided each child with a plate, bag, and cake tag attached. Families are kindly asked to donate a
cake, cupcakes or slice that can be sold on the day. This is a voluntary request, the Community Network would be grateful
for any contribution or donation made from each family or each child if you choose to.
Due to hygiene and storage limitations, we ask that the cake donations be returned to the School on Friday 18th October
between 8.30 and 9am or after 2.30pm in the School Stadium and not earlier. Unfortunately, if cakes are provided before
this day, we will be unable to sell them and they will be returned to you. Cakes will also be accepted on the morning of the
Fair, before 11am at the Stadium Kitchen.
Ride Wristbands
Have you ordered your Wristband yet? A Ride Wristband provides you with unlimited ride access on the day. Don’t forget to
jump online to order your Ride Wristband for the School Fair. The booking system will be open until Thursday night, after
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Thursday you will be able to purchase a Wristband at the Fair for an extra $5. See below for further details on how to book
your Wristband.
Bakers Delight – Thank you
Thank you to everyone who has supported our school by shopping at the
Brentford Square Bakers Delight. We receive a commission for every
purchase made at this store. Vermont Primary School’s Dough Raiser code is
884, however you don’t need the code - just mention during your purchase
that you are a Vermont Primary School family.
The Bakers Delight at Brentford Square is now open until 8.00pm each night.
The Dough Raiser Program earned us $42.96 in Term 3 2019.
School Production
Production Tickets are now available on Try Booking. There is currently a limit of 6
tickets per family, grandparents and extended family or friends are warmly welcome
– if you require more than 6 tickets please contact the office for this to be arranged.
You do not need to purchase a ticket for your child in Year 3 to 6 who will be
performing on the night. The Performing Arts Committee and the School Council
have set the cost of each ticket at $22.00 per adult and $15 for a senior, concession
or child. The seats are not numbered in order for families to remain together if they
book extra tickets at a future date. For booking go to Trybooking https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=552346
Vermont Lions Club - Ron Bromley Memorial Scholarship
Each year we are very fortunate to have the Vermont Lions Club provide a scholarship for two of our students. Recipients are
students who embody our school values – to care, to respect, to be responsible and to strive. This year’s recipients, Annie
1MG and Cooper 5GP received their certificate and scholarship from Lindsay Champion (Vice President) and Pauline Bromley
(Ron’s widow).
Here is what Annie and Cooper’s teachers had to say about what made them such worthy recipients:
The recipient of this year's Lions Club award is a role-model student
who consistently displays all of our Vermont Primary School values. This
student has a kind, caring nature towards her peers and is respectful of
her teachers and the environment around her. She is a conscientious
student who strives to do her best work at all times. She demonstrates
responsibility through her role as an art monitor. We are very proud to
have her as part of our school community. Congratulations to Annie
Liang.
The recipient of this year's 3 - 6 Lions Club award has maintained a
positive attitude towards his school work. He has worked extremely
hard to develop resilience when dealing with errors in his learning and
has faced challenges positively. This student has enjoyed independent
research activities, has learnt to accept teacher feedback and has used
it as a learning opportunity to further enhance his presentations. Since
the start of the year, he has been increasingly confident in seeking
advice and has even participated in an extra out of school hours class to ensure he grasps concepts. This student has an
abundance of enthusiasm for certain topics covered and willingly shares his knowledge with his peers. During recent
interschool sport activities he was also seen to congratulate the opposition on their efforts, showing our school values of
respect and care. Congratulations to Cooper Lomas for an outstanding effort this year.
Congratulations again to Cooper and Annie and many thanks to the Vermont Lions Club for their ongoing support of our
students and school.
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Senior and Junior Ride wristbands are now available through Trybooking
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=546306&

Presale of wristbands close Thursday 17 October at midnight
Senior Wristband
(120cm + in height)

Presale
On Fair Day

$35.00
$40.00

Junior Wristband
(under 120cm in height)

Presale
On Fair Day

$30.00
$35.00
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Vision Portraits
This year Vision Portraits will be visiting the school on Sunday 10th November 2019. Vision Portraits can
cater for family photos that include pets and extended family (e.g Grandparents). Please note that only 1
booking per family and each person (adult or child) can only appear in 1 special offer fundraiser photo but
can appear in additional prints on USB. To make a booking visit: https://vprimary2019.eventbrite.com.au
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