
 

VPS CURRICULUM TERM 3 

Whole school 

 
Level One – Toys - What patterns do we see in the way things move? 

Level Two – Let’s Celebrate – Cultures around the world  
Level Three – What on earth! 
Level Four – Earn and Learn 

 

3 Way Discussion – Parent, Teacher, Student Discussions  
Parent Teacher Meetings will be held on Monday 27th July and Tuesday 28th July from 4.35pm until 

8.30pm.  The purpose of these meeting is to discuss the Semester 1 Report that your will receive on Friday 

19th June and to collaboratively discuss your child’s education moving forward. 

These meetings will be held online as we still have restrictions in place which means we cannot host 

parents and carers onsite.  We will conduct all Parent Teacher Meetings using Zoom, with a link being 

provided to you by your classroom teacher before the scheduled meeting.  This will enable you to enter into 

a virtual meeting room at the time you have specified and you can meet with your child’s teacher from the 

comfort of your home or workplace.  It also means, where possible, more than 1 parent or carer can attend 

if they are in different locations. 

What’s On Term Three? 

During Term 2, we made the decision to cancel Year 3 Camp, Year 4 Camp and Ski Camp in response to 

the social distancing rules that were in place at that time.  Currently, the teachers are investigating 

other options that will be arranged now that the social distancing rules are easing.  As these events 

have not yet been finalised, information will be provided to you once the activities have been 

finalised. 

 

Assemblies will continue to take place for the students online.  We will inform the community once we 

return to face to face Assemblies which families will be invited to attend, until then it is wonderful 

to see many students step up in leading the online Assembly and keeping the connection between 

their peers. 

 

Literacy and Numeracy during Term 3 

During Term 3, Literacy in F-2 (phonics - Read Write Inc), Spelling in Years 2 to 6 and Number 

Groups from Foundation to Year 6 will take place in your child’s classroom with their classroom 

teacher, rather than moving between rooms.  Phonic Flexible Learning Achievement Groups (FLAG) 

and Spelling Mastery will resume in Term 4.  This is a wonderful opportunity for our students and 

teachers to spend Term 3 reflecting on how we teach Mathematics and making decisions moving 

forward based on evidence base best practice and the impact it has on our students learning and 

wellbeing. 

 

Child Safety 

Child Safety Week will occur in Week 9 this Term from Monday 7th September.  More information 

will be provided to you closer to the date by the classroom teachers.  This is a wonderful opportunity 

for students to be empowered to respond to situations when they are unsafe in a supportive 

environment and to identify those in their personal network they can go to when they need help. 
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Prep / Foundation 

 
Unit Topic:   
Toys 
Big Understandings: 
What are toys and how do they work? 
How has technology changed toys over time? 
What are the ways toys move? 
What are the traits of a successful toy? 
Literacy Focus:  
This term the students will be exploring more complex 
sounds, such as long vowel sounds.  They will practice 
reading with fluency and expression and using their 
phonic and whole language knowledge to read more 
complex texts.  They will be encouraged to ask questions 
through the reading process, make a visual picture about 
what they are reading and sequence events in order. 
Students will continue to explore letter to sound 
relationships in their writing with a focus on completing 
one clear sentence with spaces between each word, a 
capital letter and a full stop.   This will be extended 
further to include words such as ‘but’, ‘because’ or ‘and’ 
to add detail to a short sentence.  The main genres to be 
explored this term are procedural and narratives.   
Maths Focus:  
Understanding, fluency, problem solving and reasoning 
are proficiency standards addressed through: 
Number and Algebra 
General number – place value  
Using the word half – using the word quarter, extension 
Addition and Subtraction 
Money 
Ordinal Number 
Patterns and skip counting 
Measurement and Geometry 
2D and 3D Shapes 
Comparing and contrasting objects with a focus on 
length and mass 
Using language to describe location and transformation 
Time – to the hour and the ordering of events 
Probability and Statistics 
Posing questions to get information. 
Answering yes and no questions. 
Science Focus: 
This term Science is linked closely to the topic of Toys.  
They will be investigating the way objects move.  Paying 
particular attention to the objects size and shape.  They 
will be focussing on asking questions, predicting what 
may happen and then conducting experiments as a class.  
Together they will learn to record their findings and 
discuss what they had found. 

 Art Focus: 
In term 3 students will be introduced to basic 
construction skills and modelling techniques as they 
create a variety of simple toys, such as: puppets, 
maracas and dioramas. They will use a variety of 
papers, plasticine and papier-mâché. 
 
 
Music Focus: 
This term in Level One students will look at the 
topics that are listed below. These topics will help 
students to broaden their knowledge of basic 
musical notes and rhythms and will also introduce 
them to some of the elements of drama and dance.   
 Reading and performing basic musical rhythms  
 Recognising Pitch, Tempo and Dynamics 
 Learning about the musical alphabet  
 Drama – simple drama games and activities 

which focus on using expression, voice and 
boosting confidence while performing 

 
Sport Focus: 
During Term 3, students will focus on developing the 
gymnastics skills of springs, landings, rolls and 
shapes and the fundamental motor skills of catching, 
kicking and ball bouncing. 
 
 
Digitech: 
This term the students will be learning all about 
paint and coding.  They will do this using the 
programs paint and code.org.  In Code.org students 
will practice giving instructions to achieve a task and 
will translate the instructions into symbols, such as 
arrows. 
 
Indonesian:  
The students will continue to study greetings, 
colours, the Indonesian Alphabet and numbers 1 to 
10. They will listen to Indonesian sorties about 
animals and explore the nouns related to these 
stories. They will discuss and compare Indonesian 
and Australian animals. They will discuss and identify 
animals, like the Tree Kangaroo found in both 
countries. 
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Level 2 – Grade 1 and 2 

 
Unit Topic:          
Let’s Celebrate 
Big Understandings 

 Australia, a multicultural country 

 Cultures represented in the Year Level 

 Comparing and celebrating difference 

 Tolerance and diversity 
This topic is directly linked with Intercultural 
Understandings, Civics and Citizenship, Geography and 
Personal and Social Capabilities. 

 
Literacy Focus:  
This term, the students will focus on extending their 
phonological knowledge and applying this knowledge to 
multisyllabic words.  They will read weekly texts and 
complete comprehension tasks and writing tasks directly 
related to these texts.  The main exploration areas will 
be using punctuation to guide expression, phrasing and 
fluency, making predictions and determine author’s 
purpose.  In Writing, they will focus on the genres of 
Poetry, Informative Texts and Letter Writing.  It will link 
closely to our Let’s Celebrate Unit of Work as we build 
our vocabulary and technical writing skills. 
 
Maths Focus:  
Understanding, fluency, problem solving and reasoning 
are proficiency standards addressed through: 
Number and Algebra: 

 Patterns, skip counting and counting strategies 

 Place Value – estimation and number lines 

 Division and Multiplication 

 Addition and Subtraction 

 Money revision 
Measurement and Geometry: 

 Investigation of 2D and 3D shapes 

 Time revision – sequence and duration 

 Length, area and permitter 
Probability and Statistics: 

 Collecting data 

 Graphing and answering questions about data 
 

Science Focus: 
This term Science is linked closely to the topic of 
Toys.  They will be investigating the way objects 
move.  Paying particular attention to the objects size  

 

 Art Focus:       
Year 1 and 2 students will continue to explore 
colour, make patterns and develop their 
construction skills as they create a variety of 
artworks to compliment the class theme. 
 
Music Focus: 
 This term in Level Two students will study topics 
listed below. These topics will help students apply 
some of their knowledge of notes and rhythms on 
various instruments and build towards playing these 
instruments along to songs. They will also partake in 
drama activities. 

 Expanding their knowledge of musical notes 
and rests  

 Dance and movement  
 Using Ukuleles, Keyboards and Guitars to 

play along to rhythms and songs 
 Drama activities and games aimed at 

improving audience awareness and the use 
of expression 

 
Sport Focus: 
During Term 3, students will further develop the 
gymnastics skills of springs, landings, rolls and 
shapes and the fundamental motor skills of 
overhand throwing and dodging. 
 
Digitech 
This term the Level 2 Students will continue with 
their focus on data. Students will collect & record 
data, then use Excel to create, then interpret their 
graphs. Year 1 students will collect data about their 
birthdays and Year 2 about how they travel to 
school. The Level 2 students will then be developing 
their programming and computational thinking skills 
using a self-paced website – Code.org to continue to 
work through Course 1. 
 
Indonesian: 
Students will focus on greetings, the Indonesian 
alphabet and numbers to 20.  They will learn to ask 
questions and answer questions about themselves, 
family and school.  This term they will read and 
study the book, ‘Di salju’, a story about animals in 
the snow. Students will label parts of the body and 
learn seven new words. They will also learn the 
Indonesian folk tales of Kancil the Mouse Deer. 
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Level 3 – Grade 3 and 4 

 
Unit Topic:     
What on earth! 

 What is the solar system and why is it 
important? 

 What are the features of planets, moons and 
stars (with a focus on life cycles)? 

 How do the planets, moon and stars depend on 
each other to survive? 

 
Literacy Focus:  
In Reading and Viewing the students will be focussing 
on summarising the text, sequencing events linked to 
cause and effect, predicting and relating this to 
vocabulary and figurative language.  The main grammar 
areas will be punctuation, tense and person, verbs and 
action verbs and time has been allocated for revision of 
areas that are required.  In Writing, after completing 
Narratives from Term 1 the students will explore the 
genres of Procedural Texts and Poetry.   
 
Maths Focus:  
Understanding, fluency, problem solving and reasoning 
are proficiency standards addressed through: 
Number and Algebra: 

 General number  

 Fractions and decimals 

 Addition and Subtraction 

 Addition and Subtraction 
Measurement and Geometry: 

 Angles 

 Mass and Capacity  
Probability and Statistics: 

 Data representation and interpretation  
 
Science Focus: 
This term the students will be taking part in 
investigations closely linked to their unit of work What 
on Earth!  They will be exploring how the planets, stars 
and moon work together as a system and the concept 
of orbiting around the sun with a link to time and 
seasons.   The Year 3 students will also focus on how 
the earth’s surface has changed over time and the 
reasons that may have occurred.  The Year 4 students 
will focus on understanding earth’s rotation, seasons 
and the impact of human and natural processes on the 
earth.  
 

 Art Focus: 
During term 3 students will be refining and 
extending their modelling skills. They will create a 
scaled creature plaque in clay and will use 
modelling foam to create a windup toy monster 
inspired by the illustrations of Timothy Banks. The 
students will also expand their paper texture 
techniques. 
 
Music Focus: 
This term in Level Three students will study topics 
listed below. Students will partake in some song 
projects where they learn to play along to songs on 
various instruments. They will also take part in 
Drama activities.  

 Yr3s will continue the recorder program 
 Performing short scripted plays in small 

groups 
 Planning dramatic performances with a 

focus on expression and body language 
 Performing beats and rhythms in time as 

part of a larger arrangement 
 Using Ukuleles, Keyboards and Guitars to 

play along to rhythms and songs 
 
Sport Focus: 
During Term 3, students will refine their catching, 
throwing, kicking, attacking and defending skills 
through participation in modified invasion sports 
such as netball, basketball and soccer. 
  
Digitech: 
This term the Level 3 students will continue to 
develop their skills in using Office 365. Students will 
work in small groups to create collaborative 
PowerPoints - learning how to plan and work on 
the same document at the same time.  
 
Indonesian:  
Students will study numbers to 100, months of the 
year and seasons.  They will read the book ‘ Ibu ke 
Pasar.’ (Mum goes to the market) and participate in 
comprehension activities with a focus on adjectives 
in Indonesian.  This will further develop their noun 
vocabulary linked to the unit on daily life in a 
village.  The students will be exposed to a story 
book called Desaku Bagus (My Village is Great) 
about 2 people called Nadariska and Rizal who live 
in a mountain valiant on the island of Sulawesi. 
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Level 4 – Grade 5 and 6 

 
Unit Topic:          
The Shark Tank – Why do I have to make choices as a 
consumer? 

 Trade-offs associated with making decisions 

 Business provision of goods and services 

 Effects of consumer and financial choices 

 Enterprising behaviours 
 
 
Literacy Focus:  
This term the Level 4 students will be reading the novel 

Boy by James Hanley.  The students will apply the CAFÉ 

strategies taught to the story and share in guided 

discussion of the text.  Focus will be given to 

summarising, language features, purpose and audience.   

The genres the students will be exploring in writing will 

be autobiography and Newspaper Reports, focussing on 

technical language of the genres and comparing 

language features between texts.  

 
Maths Focus:  
Understanding, fluency, problem solving and reasoning 
are proficiency standards addressed through a Unit of 
Work around the theme of Mario Cart! 
Number and Algebra: 

 BODMAS 

 Money and Finance 

 The four operations 

 Patterns 

 Decimals 
Measurement and Geometry: 

 Mapping 

 Area and Perimeter 

 Units of measurement – capacity, mass and length 
Probability and Statistics: 

 Chance events and probability 

 Graphing 
 
Science Focus: 
This term the students will be learning about properties 

of light.  They will take part in experiments exploring 

shadows, translucent, transparent and opaque 

properties, light illusions and refractions.  This links 

directly with Physical Sciences. 

 

 Art Focus: 
In term 3, the Year 5 students will investigate the 
portrait style of Camilla Spadafino and then paint a 
self-portrait on canvas, influenced by her style. The 
Year 6 students will work in pairs to design, build 
and decorate a model machine that will assist 
people living in a society with Covid-19. The model 
will house at least one sensor and one action device 
as well as the associated operational components. 
This is a collaborative project with Digitech. 
Music Focus: 
This term in Level Four students will study some of 
the topics listed below. Students will partake in 
some song projects where they learn to play along to 
songs on various instruments. They will also take 
part in Drama activities. 

 Reading and interpreting complex rhythm 
charts 

 Playing chords on the Keyboard and on the 
Ukulele 

 Learning and playing simplified pop songs as 
a class on ukuleles, guitars, keyboards and 
drums 

 Students work in groups to plan and create 
dramatic performances  

Sport Focus: 
During Term 3, students will extend their basic 
games’ tactics in modified invasion sports such as 
netball, basketball and soccer.  
Digitech: 
In Term Two, the Year 5 students will create an 
algorithm as a flow chart for navigating in Office 365. 
They will then follow on with collecting, representing 
and interpreting data.  
In Year 6, they will investigate how binary is used to 
store and transmit data in computers. They will also 
participate in a joint project with Art to design, 
create and program a “Living in a COVID - 19 World – 
Machine”. 
Indonesian 
The Level 4 students will prepare an Oral 
Presentation, a group role play, on the topic of 
‘Eating out at an Indonesian restaurant.’  They will 
participate in games to consolidate the language 
around this topic.  Transport is the other unit of 
work they will participate in looking at various 
transport available in Indoensia.  They will learning 
the understanding of the work ‘naik’, using ‘ber’ at 
the start of a word and using the word ‘pakai’ 
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