Whole school Focus: Science
Foundation – Living Things
Year One and Two – Minibeasts
Year Three and Four – Great Barrier Reef Living Things
Year Five and Six – Natural Disasters
For Term 4
Despite the location of where our learning takes place, onsite or remote and flexible, the teachers
will be focussing on the Department priorities of Wellbeing, Keeping Active as well as Literacy and
Numeracy. The teachers have worked hard to prepare for both onsite and remote, co-designing
Units and work and curriculum based around the current needs of the students determine by work
submitted and assessment completed. Changes have been made to our traditional programs, such as
Production, Assemblies and Christmas concert to ensure the celebration still takes place, it may just
look a little bit different this year. As the events draw closer, final decisions will be made regarding
each area and this will be communicated to families using Level Newsletters and Recent News Posts
on the website. Routine and consistency remain an important strategy to provide stability for the
students as well as responding to individual wellbeing needs with the support of families.

What’s On?
Please take note of the upcoming student events at Vermont Primary School. Some of these events
may be modified if COVID Guidelines require it.
October
Oct 4
Oct 5
Oct 8
Oct 9
Oct 13
Oct 14
Oct 15
Oct 21
Oct 22
Oct 25
Oct 26
Oct 27
Oct 29

First Day Term 4
ICAS Writing Open
Foundation Transition 1 TBC
Online Assembly
Division Athletics Carnival TBC
Foundation 2022 Parent Night
ICAS Writing Closed
Foundation Transition 2 TBC
Yr 5 Excursion TBC
Foundation Transition 3 TBC
Online Assembly
Kids Teaching Kids Conference
Kids Teaching Kids Conference
Year 6 Excursion TBC
Level 4 Family Life Parent Night

November
Nov 1
Nov 2
Nov 3
Nov 4
Nov 5

Nov 8
Nov 9
Nov 11
Nov 12
Nov 18
Nov 19
Nov 22
Nov 24
Nov 26
Nov 29
Nov 30

Curriculum Day – no students
Melbourne Cup
ICAS Open
Level 4 Family Life
Level 4 Family Life
Student Leaders Day
VPS Plane Competition
Foundation Transition 4 TBC
Online Assembly
STEM Week Excursion Start
Level 4 Family Life
Level 4 Family Life
Level 4 Family Life
STEM Week Excursion End
Foundation Transition 5 TBC
Level 4 Family Life
Online Assembly
Year 6 Beach Excursion
Foundation Transition Parent Info
Level 2 Excursion TBC
Level 2 Excursion TBC

December
Dec 1
Dec 2
Dec 3
Dec 6
Dec 7
Dec 10
Dec 13
Dec 14
Dec 15
Dec 16
Dec 17

Level 2 Excursion TBC
Level 2 Excursion TBC
Level 2 Excursion TBC
Foundation Transition 6 TBC
Online Assembly – 2022 Leaders
Moving Day
Year 6-7 Orientation Day
Year 6 Graduation Ceremony
Semester 2 Reports in Sentral
2022 Transition Day
F-6 Christmas Concert
Class Parties
Final Assembly 12.30pm
Last Day of Term 1.30pm dismiss
Curriculum Day – no students

Look out for information related to each event that will be available in the School’s Newsletter closer the
date.

Foundation
Unit Topic:
Living Things
Big Understandings:
 Things can be living or non-living.
 There are many different groups of living things.
 Living things have certain needs for survival.
 All living things have similar needs.

Literacy Focus:
Students will engage with a range of texts with a close
look at Information Reports as this directly links with the
topic of Living Things. The genres explored this term will
be Recount and Information Reports. The students will
look at the differences between the 2 genres and specific
vocabulary such as time connectives and topic headings.
They will use adjectives to describe living creatures and
form sentences with a focus on vocabulary linked with
the topic. The students will continue to practise the
reading strategies introduced this year and further
develop their phonic knowledge exploring less common
letters that form the main sounds of the alphabet, long
vowel sounds and the various combinations that make
these sounds.
Maths Focus:
Understanding, fluency, problem
solving and reasoning are proficiency
standards addressed through:
Number and Algebra:
 Addition and Subtraction stories – counting on and
back and partner numbers to 10.
 Multiplication – forming groups
 Division – sharing objects and quantities into halves
and describing they are equal.
 Patterns with numbers – skip counting
 Place Value – Tens and Units
Measurement and Geometry:
 3D Shapes and attributes – sphere, cube and cone
 Time – duration of time and ordering events
 Measurement – length, capacity and mass – using
informal units and making comparisons
Science Focus:
This term Science is linked closely to the topic of Living
Things. They will be investigating seasonal changes in
our environment that affect living things, how living
things move and the basic needs of living things.

Art Focus:
In Term 4, Foundation Visual Arts will reinforce the
class theme of Living things by creating artworks
based on pets, farm animals and animals in the zoo.
The medium and style will be determined by the
delivery method and materials available.
Music and Performing Arts Focus:
The Level One students will continue to work on
rhythm and beat and learn about simple musical
notation. They will play a variety of instruments and
focus on playing on the beat. The students will also
partake in simple drama games and activities.

Sport Focus:
During Term 4, students will focus on developing the
gymnastics skills of springs, landings, rolls and
shapes and the fundamental motor skills of kicking
and ball bouncing.

Digitech:
This term the children will be continuing with Coding
activities in Code.org and be introduced to Power
Point. The main skills the students will continue to
focus on are logging on and off, using a mouse
effectively and navigating their way through their
class folder and websites.
Indonesian
Students in Foundation will continue to revise the
terminology for animals (learning the song Old
McDonald had a farm), greetings, colours and
numbers. They will use their knowledge of colour
and number to create statements about themselves,
such as hair colour, age and height. Students will
also be introduced to concepts of time by
participating in Jam berapa Pak Serigala (What’s the
time Mr Wolf?).
Resilience Project / Wellbeing
This term the students will have the opportunities to
take part in learning activities in different groups as
we begin to prepare the students for transition to
Year 1. A formal transition day will take place on
Monday 13th December where they will meet their
Year 1 teachers and students who will be in their
grade.

Level 2 – Grade 1 and 2
Unit Topic:
Minibeasts
Big Understandings
 What is a minibeast?
 What are the functions of an insects body parts?
 How do minibeasts progress through their life cycle?
 How do minibeasts affect our world?

Art Focus:
In Term 4, Year 1 and 2 students will
have the opportunity to create a
variety of artworks that compliment their class
theme of Mini Beasts as well as completing tasks
from Term 3 if we are able to return to
face to face teaching.

Literacy Focus:
This term the students will read, analyse, respond to and
create nonfiction work linked to the theme of
Minibeasts. They will revise Information Reports and
Narratives, explore poetry and even write letters using
the Christmas Theme. The students will respond to
many books linked to the theme with a particular focus
on characters. The students will read a variety of fiction
and nonfiction texts closely linked to the topic and will
respond to these books in a variety of ways. The
strategies of predicting, inferring and making
comparisons will be the main focus for this term.

Music and Performing Arts Focus:
The Level Two students will participate in some
dance and drama based activities. They will also look
at some musical notation and playing instruments
along to simple songs.

Maths Focus:
Students will take part in authentic
problem solving activities that involve the
following areas:
Number and Algebra:
 General number and place value to 100
 Using number lines to add and subtract ext fact
families
 Fractions of groups (using half) and objects.
 Sharing of objects, dividing quantities into groups
equally.
 Multiplication – using arrays to make groups
 Making collections of coins ext counting change
Measurement and Geometry:
 Features of 3D shapes.
 Measurement – time with a focus on o’clock, half
past, extended to ¼ to and ¼ past the hour.
Statistics and Probability
 Using chance vocabulary appropriately will be
combined with the unit on time.
Science Focus:
This term the students will be taking part in
investigations closely linked to their unit Minibeasts
focussing on the needs of living things and lifecycles of
specific minibeasts.

Sport Focus:
The students will further develop the gymnastics
skills of springs, landings, rolls and shapes and the
fundamental motor skills of striking and fielding.
Digitech:
Year 1 students will commence using the
platform Purple Mash to create a
labelling game that will teach other students about
minibeasts. Once we return to onsite learning, they
will then commence work on a PowerPoint about
the cyber safety acronym THINK. The Year 2
students will continue to work on coding in code.org.
They will then use an algorithm to design and create
a multiple choice game. In this game students will be
practicing the skills of copy and pasting, inserting
photos, using the drawing tools, adding sounds as
well as voice recordings.
Indonesian:
Students in Grade 1 and 2 will continue
to revise the terminology for animals,
shapes, days and the months of the year. Students
will expand their vocabulary with a variety of verbs
and explore adjectives to describe nouns (various
animals) in Indonesia. They will be introduced to the
words Ini, Di mana, di sini and begin to answer basic
simple questions about stories using the words Saya
tidak suka, Saya ska (likes and dislikes).
Resilience Project / Wellbeing
The students will have the opportunities
to take part in learning activities in
different groups as we begin to prepare the students
for transition to Year 2 and 3. A formal transition
day will take place on Monday 13th December.

Level 3 – Grade 3 and 4
Unit Topic:
Finding Nemo
Big Understandings:







What is the Great Barrier Reef?
What are living and nonliving things?
What are the survival needs and features of marine life
on the Great Barrier Reef?
What are some of the relationships between animals,
plants and living and non-living things on the Great
Barrier Reef?
Why is the health of marine life on the Great Barrier
Reef so important?

Literacy Focus:
Throughout the term the students will be exploring the
genres of Information Reports, Procedural Text and
Narratives. There will be particular attention given to
language that supports this genre including a focus on
using punctuation, adverbs of time and more complex
sentences including clauses. In Reading, the students
will be looking at social conventions online, particularly
when sending an email or message, facts and opinions
and inference as they connect their own knowledge of
the word to clue words. The students will also focus on
using prediction and prior knowledge to support
reading comprehension.
Maths Focus:
Number and Algebra:
 Fractions
 Multiplication and Division
 General Number
 General Problem solving and addressing
misconceptions
Measurement and Geometry:
 Year 4 will focus on angles, symmetry and more
complex shapes.
 Year 3 will build their understanding of length
and area.
Chance and Data
 Graphs and Data related to the Great Barrier
Reef with a focus on selecting appropriate
graphs to visually represent data collected.
Science Focus:
This term the Level Three students will be taking part in
a Science experiments directly linked to the topic of
The Great Barrier Reef and what constitutes a fair
experiment.

Art Focus:
In Term 4, Level 3 Visual Arts will reinforce the class
theme of the Great Barrier Reef by creating a
variety of artworks based on sea life. The medium
and style will be determined by the delivery
method and materials available.
Music and Performing Arts Focus:
Students will look at playing chords on a variety of
instruments including keyboards, ukuleles and
guitar. They will participate in playing along to
songs on these instruments. The Level 3 students
will also participate in some dance and drama
based activities
Sport Focus:
During Term 4, students will enhance their
attacking and defending skills through participation
in modified invasion sports such as hockey and
SofCrosse. Students will also continue to
participate in Tennis Australia’s Hot Shots Program.
Digitech:
This term the Level 3 students will continue to
work in Code.org whilst working remotely. Once we
return to onsite learning, they will recommence
their work in small groups to create collaborative
PowerPoints. Learning how to plan and work on
the same document at the same time using Office
365.
Indonesian:
Students in Level 3 will continue to consolidate
their knowledge of number. Students in Grade 3
will study the terminology for fruit and vegetables
and students in Grade 4 will study the terminology
for various forms of transport. The students will
expand their vocabulary with adjectives to describe
size and colour and incorporate these into their
writing using prepositions, conjunctions and plurals
in Indonesian.
Resilience Project / Wellbeing
This term the students will have the opportunities
to take part in learning activities in different groups
as we begin to prepare the students for transition
to Year 4 and 5. A formal transition day will take
place on Monday 13th December where they will
meet their teachers and students who will be in
their grade.

Level 4 – Grade 5 and 6
Unit Topic:
Natural Disasters
Big Understandings
 What are the features of natural disasters?
 What combinations of factors cause different types
of natural disasters?
 What are the effects they have on earth?
 How do humans respond to natural disasters?
 How can we prevent natural disasters from
occurring?
Literacy Focus:
This term the students will be participating in various
assessments such as ICAS, PAT and Essential Assessment.
They will also be preparing for production, as well as
year level specific events such as Leadership Speeches in
Year 5 and Graduation in Year 6. In Writing, they will
focus on the genres of Information Reports, researching
information for Natural Disasters Projects and taking
part in Literacy Activities closely linked to the unit of
work. In Reading, they will be exploring the skills of
interpreting and analysing as well as connecting key
words with current knowledge to infer.
Maths Focus:
This term, revision will be personalised and linked
directly back to the student’s learning goals and
assessment results. The main focus areas will be:
Number and Algebra:
 General Number skills, including estimation
 The four operations, BODMAS
Measurement and Geometry:
 Time, including timetables
 Capacity and volume
Probability and Statistics:
 Understanding Data, various graphs and their
purposes – related Natural Disasters Unit
 Probability calculations and language of chance
Science
Science will be closely linked to the topic of Natural
Disasters this term, however, depending on if the
students are learning remotely or onsite, various
experiments have been planned. The students will
explore what constitutes a fair experiment.

Art Focus:
In Term 4, Foundation Visual Arts will reinforce the
class theme of Living things by creating artworks
based on pets, farm animals and animals in the zoo.
The medium and style will be determined by the
delivery method and materials available.
Music and Performing Arts Focus:
The Level Four students will participate in some
dance and drama based activities. They will be
learning to play along to pop songs on vocals,
guitars, keyboards, ukuleles and drums using single
notes and chords. The Level 4 students will be
involved in created an adapted version of the School
Production that we were planning on delivering this
year – Robin and the Sherwood Hoodies. The
production has been adapted due to interruptions
relating to lockdowns and projected onsite
restrictions. The production will now resemble a
puppet play using student voice and sound effects to
tell the story.
Sport Focus:
During Term 4, students will extend their strategic
thinking skills in net related games such as volleyball,
badminton and tennis. Year 6 students will also
participate in the Life Saving Victoria Open Water
Learning Experience Program.
Digitech:
This term the Level 4 students will complete
programming tasks in Code.org whilst we are
working remotely. Once we return to onsite
learning, they will be focusing on using the program
Excel to look at data. The Year 5 students will be
focusing on learning to sort and filter the data. The
Year 6 students will focus on validating and looking
for trends in data collected.
Indonesian:
Students in Level 4 will continue to consolidate their
knowledge of number, daily activities and
terminology related to themselves. The topic for this
term is Binatang dan Linkkungannya (Animals and
their environment). The students They will expand
their sentence structure with conjunctions, and
make comparisons between nouns. Additionally, the
students will learn about Bukit Lawang in Sumatra
which is a rehabilitation centre for orphaned
Orangutans.

